. Swedlsh Academy” in ‘Stockholm. :
 There was a slight touch of irony in

Agnon’s description of the eighteen men

- who had _given h1m the h1ghest accolade

of [ imself - sage, .’
1 eed a prophet and herbearsrhlmself

- he Stranger
He flew across Europe like one of
: *_Chagalls airborne bndegroorns bringing
~greetings from an ancient 'culture to
= Seventy—elght-year—old ‘Shmuel - Yosef
o  in 40 years, last week spoke to the
,Engl 1 in London, and the French in
- Paris and Strasbourg after havmg re-

celved his - Nobel Prize for - Literature
from, as he put it, “the sages of the

ence of writers and notables, “born be-
- fore' the generatlon of the Tower of

Babel of whom it is said “and the whole
a “one. language and of one
«vspeech‘» “And ‘what language d1d they
speak? They spol(e Hebrew.” -

- Mystical: The sing-song Gahman acs
_cent coming from the half-saintlike, half
- Chaplinesque figure stuffed into starched
formal clothes and we
- vet: yarmulke was a
orld, “Every time I tried to learn an-
other language sa1d Agrion ‘my heart
said to me: before y you try < i - first learn
‘Hebrew propetly ... I asked the angel
Gabriel-he who is. respon51ble for lan-
guages—to make a pact - with me. For
ach language that I undertook not to
learn, he would teach me ten- Hebrew

ords ”And he added: “T kept my part
of the agreement and learned no foreign
gue. But the angel Gabriel, because
Kof,my sins, did not sign the contract. It
s not. worthwhlle for him to waste his
: 'VWIth a man like me who is a-
strange“{to both his tlme and his place.”

the modern world which honored him.

who had left Israel only three

> he told hlS select London audl-

- welcome.

- published volumes of lyrlcal and mysti-
cal fiction had made his Israelites as uni-

versal as Joyce’s Dubliners or Proust’s .

 Parisians, was a stranger only to the

pomp and panoply of pubhc acclaim. “I .
‘am a foreigner in the land,” he had told

NEwswEeeKs Joel Blocker in Stockholm,
“Why am I wasting my time with all
these foolish things? For two months,

haven’t written a line or opened a book
except for this pocket Talmud. Why, my
father would have laughed had he seen

me with such a tiny Talmud. This Nobel:
- Prize may not be good for me. What I

should have done was accept the prize,
keep quiet; and go- o{f to some little
town and hole myself upit oo

eating the

prepared espeCIal_ly for him
by the wife of ‘a Stockholm * rabbi—
washed down - with . some dehghtfully

~un-kosher French brandy. The Israeli

Ambassador to Sweden treated Agnon
as if he were Israel’s precious new Mys-

tére jet. After a churnmg week of cock-

tail parties and Hanukkah celebrations,
the frail Agnon had an’ electrocardio-

graphic examination before ﬁy]ng off to -
- London, Paris and Strasbourg. -

~ Heartfelt: In Strasbourg, Agnon re-
ceived his. most astonishing European
They practically broke. the
doors down,” said Israeli Ambassador
Walter Eytan of the crowd: that- surged
into, the just-completed amphltheater of
the Umversrty of Strasbourg “And they

- were all young—girls in miniskirts, long-

haired French students. Most astonlsh-
ing, more than half of . -the audience
seemed to - understand Hebrew—they

‘were laughlng at Agnon’s jokes before

the 1nterpreter could  translate them.
I've been in France almost six years and
I never would have beheved such an
audJence ex1sted z :

But the great writer, who in eleven

But there he was in Stockholm s Grand .
Hotel, and Agnon accepted his responsi-
& blhhes -dressing_ properly, strugghng to

= be on ‘time for rece

_ promised - ‘her anything and- gave' her

“Toilet Mask provided a.whole new set
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Agnon was amazed and dehghted at' e
his receptlon by the French. “Future
generations,” he told an audience at =
the Sorbonne, “will see in the Swedish.
Academy dec151on a  confirmation" that
the vigor of the Hebrew language has
not been ' exhausted.” But he himself

~ was tired from his happy mission. “Peo-

ple write me letters,” he said, “4 ,000
letters and cables since I got the prize.
I get.letters from people T never heard
of and who tell me I'm their cousin 'and
~ask for money Women write asking to -
‘marry me. But there are good letters,
too, and I must answer them—these,
thlngs have to be warm and heartfelt.”
And he turned away with a Chap-
linesque shrug—the man who had writ- -
ten of one of his own characters that
“the same love of learning which had”
used up so much of his energy and
- strength, furrowing his brow and bowing

E his shoulders, had touched his face w1th

a special kind of radiance that one
doesn’t - find  except among those who g
“are truly devoted to 'wisdom.” e

Ye Olde Hucksters

THE MAD oLp Aps. By Dick Sutphen Lok
- 128 pages. chk Sutphen Studzo
- $4.95. ; : ;

In the beglnmng, advertlsementsf 4
nothmg Dr. Warner’s Health Under-
wear, a camel’s-hair shirt or camel’s hair-
shirt, depending on the lady’s taste
offered protection against - “colds, ca- :
tarrh, consumptlon neuralgia; rheuma-; e
tism and malaria.” Madame Rowleys,

of features while it cleared blemishes
from the old. And Professor Baker’s Belt
of Life, a quasi-magnetic cummerbund,
1id the sufferer of gout. Ads for men =
were equally  insouciant. The ‘Health -
Jolting Chair (a sort of armchair cata-
pult), the Ferric Odyline (a pair of o
electric insoles) and the Pocket Mos-
quito Bar. (an insect net in the shape of
a fishbowl, guaranteed the user ‘against® ~
everythmg but the screaming meemies). =
Dick Sutphen, a former advertwmg«,; .
company art director, has gathered -~
these and many. other preposterous old
pitches into a lively, liberally illustrated

devotes only a single chapter to Quacks

and Impostors but almost everyone in"-

the book qualifies as one or the other. -
Perhaps the most grandiose of his knaves

is London’s Dr. Graham who, in 1779,
concocted his celebrated Celestlal Bed.
A stupendous four-poster it was robed -
in elegant. silks, steeped in perfumes,
supported by 28 glass pﬂlars and ‘de-
signed “for the propagation of Beings,
rational and far stronger and more beau-
tiful in' mental as well as in bodily En-
dowments ‘than the present puny, fee-




