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Although the figure clearly seemed to be attaining a human likeness, the rabbi
behaved as one enraged; again and again he pushed his lower jaw forward,
without interruption his lips rolled over one another, and when he wet his hands
in the water bucket standing beside him, he shoved them in so wildly that the
water sprayed up to the ceiling of the bare vault
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What we can say for sure is that this story of the golem, which modern
commentators constructed as the authentic expression of jewish folk spirit, is
filtered through the lens of Christian writers and imbued with the stereotypes that
their time held regarding Jews. Jewish writers, in turn, would continually reprise
and rewrite this story in their search for a cultural counterimage, which would

itself reiterate the central parameters of the Christian discourse on the Jews?02
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,TIIVWD YTD PIAD NN NYPD ORI ,N2D7D NI ITND ATNN 12 XIN NDON TINRD .OPY)
NPNT ,NNY DMYD .NIDY NPITINRD MDD P )N MW JNOY NPPONDRN NN TY N TN

.1 127 D PYN PY )07 127 KIPN ,27Y KD PAYPY DI HunY N 25
.1 127 D PYN PY N, 127 KIPNM :HYNY 1IN 24
JPYNID NYWID (RYI) RDININ WITND 267
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TOND TIWO NNNDNN GX DY DINPYHNN DN 1AV 1PN OMTIVA DIHNND DMI90M ODIIN
.DM5IA P9 DTNV OXTIPN -TON 97,120 NN NAYDY MNTH

MYNNNI D) ) ,0°17 MMPHNI DOWITHI VITIN DYDINM DVOPLN YY DM
MYNNNI NINTD I TOY NIV NONT .71 TU 91902 DNOY DPIRIVDPV-ITOVPN DINIIN
NN NV INT 268919°01 NNXNN NINN DY 1ITTH NNONL WNNY /DINDN YN’ NVIaN
DYN DY MY MINONN DI D991 DY INID AN RVIDY NOYITHN MDD NNN DY WY
TN

NIVINTPMIAN P D229 DD OV NNY, DO NPT TOM RNPIIVN XYIY Tond Hun
PITINN .NPNINNDI N2 DXNPY NNIND DOV AN TIND NINN NI, PNNN NI TY
ToN IR D NN ,DNUN IO 95D TINHNN TR NN NN PN 1IN MDY ToNn N2
DYIWVN MNIN NN OIYL IRIY T TN OMNX NITAND YMIIN 1PN NN YNNI D
YN 19D 112 ONNR DR NN INT ,NIYIN DPNNN DNN NN TY ONY DIMIN
INIYN [, DOUNT DY) DYDIYT DONN NWYN INISN DIY 12,090y DINI DIDN
Y1397 DION INNAY N PNPI NN 9D PHL MYITH XN NPDID PNIAD DIVII)
NIV NIN TN WITPN N PN XYW DYV ,DM0MNN N1 (175 XIP) 'DONN
9901 MM RDID DY DY NV IRIW VIR TN YIT T DI DNINNDMD TR MIN NNFY

269/)MIN DYTANND DIWN MNIN PN ND NMY NN

,NTPIIVND TN PAVY AWPN DY OPINN 9NN NN NN N2INOD DY WITHA NHWNI NNNN
SV IMD .2 TIY TONNVY 15N DNINND HRIYS DYDY NN W) 1YW DA IRAIPN Td DIV
NIV TIVA TIAD) NIV, TPON HAPY HNIWD DIOWNND DOWN NININY DIV ,IY9 AN W THN
3T 1IN DITINON AXND INNYNL .DNMIN TIND I¥T DY MNINY DNV HRY DNAIWNI
OYTPINN : WNINND TNYN DY NN WITHA DRIV DY DNPNR NNYNRIN OOWN NNNON
DYN NN TAND DN MNMIX DN NAY TITH P DN 171N %INI2 O’ DYIAPNY NIV

.00 WATHN DY INDI MINNDNY ,)INVY NN DY MINONND AN YITHI LOPVLN ITIN

DIND 1D T99) YNY2 PON NPNYIY 2NN 2NN NIWNND 123NN YT HY DIMNNP O
27N YY vITHa D9OPNYN

NP N9 NIDN MIPY AMY IR NNX DY 1D M TP TOIN 27N NN M9 DN
MINY 92WN TP, NN MIN D) TON 12D N, NN PIYI W MNYN YN
N2 ,NNYNRIN ONDOND MINNR NI 2NYN ¥HIAN) N2 PRNVN MNYD P ,N2HON2
120N X2 Y12 NNOY XYY TPIND 71PN NNYRIN NN NOY 1D 51D 7PN N INND
ND NID T, 00 1T N8I 9N YA Yipann ,ovwnn Yund ¥y NN KDY X))

2700195 1712 INY)

NNPND NN XINY MNTN NN TARD NI 1Y AXNDD ININ 57213 131N 1D TIWED ANYN DY NPON
,13 WITH DNPHRN IMNT IX D) TARD 1D NN NINK MNT YONRD 11PN ONY TR INISYD

.(6) "NY GNNWNY IWIDN NTYN XY DIND YN N2I9) NNPNDN DTN DI ,NTYN XY DTN 268
JN RNTN NNPIOY ,NNPIOY |, DOWITN ININ 267
NI 12T R NAON ,DOWITH ININ 270
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YOWINY IR, D270 M3 NOPND TININNDD ININD WITH XIN,NXID J2T NN NN WITH
:0191T'R 72010 NNIT HYNI NN NODY 295 27IYN DY M

DN VP2 DXIANYN DN TON 1 22D 1122 ONINN PNRND IV 1T DIY , THR ONOP
DM ,DMNYN INNIN DN NP D) INT DX2ANYN DY DY OYIN .DNIIND MDY
ND DN DYIN 10 22 HN ONODIPN TN INMNT DXANYNY INNRYD .0INN INVIN IMON
YN DY DNIINND YN NNV, NION NY IMINYINT ININD DY DI PAY I192PY 1AN
DV .99)-MININ 7YY D¥TYNI DNTOI DXANYN DTN 222 9271 NI .TH> O) YN YW

271972 YONNY DY ,DINRNY DN DXIN M2 DY) 077 ONPN HYHA TIAD DY OINT DPN

NYAVN DY NYANN DNNIYA 27N DY IMIANWWNIY IR ,0YN0N MY P OV GN DY
DYTPN DVNN T HY INIW ,27IYN DY NDONN 19IN NN -YAVA NYIIN P20V WITHN 272 TINTN)
TIY NN 1111 TU 9902 29N DY INYIN .D0N DY 7001 NN OSVPTT VNN 19INI PIADNY
SUNN DDA NNOND .AYOIND DY TP J9IND YIANNY MONIVOPL-TVINN NIYIVI PN
NYIDYN NDIYD 2NYD DY IMNT 2 2AMYN DY INYIHN DMIYN NDON IN NNIN PINN
MNTNY NN DY PO MIN NIWIIN NN MMV LOPLN DN NNXAN ININY DYVOPLN
952179 DY D) TN NHWIID TV DTN PONIN .DNRNYD IMINT DNMY T DY DYTN 1Yand
TD 71902 .7PORVIV MNT TIDND -TIN INY TR, DONNY DI DXNN 1AW AXNY ,NNIVDLPD
2VN NN DXNDIY PN TN - NIV NIAND MNTNY PO NN MTN NININD 1111
TN ,TINNN DDINDN PON NPND YN ONNY NN DIRVAN THI) 7NN DY NNNNDND DM
NN PAYND MIYAND NN OND PRY TD YT Ty, 10NN NNDHNN NN DN DN Dapna
132 NN 92IWY 172NN 1910 INKOY DV 97T NI 900N INNN DYNY I .NIN NTN DX NNON
.(45) 0N TS TN NI NN T KDY D12Y D902 1N’ DI NN KIMNIY' : NNNDNA YT
PYTININ MTN IR NDXN OMYN PIINPNI NP 2NN DY INYNN TITNIIWY NNPIAN
ANINDY NN NNPP -0 NPPINYN D Y NONY NNDNN 1) NNIT XY NNDNN P2 YNNNI

T DY MIVARN 10N DX NIPWNY DWNM DOWITHN TINND NDWY NNND TN TN

AYN MY TR YHVIND DXNIDNN DNXY DXVOPVN RPNT 1NN DINDN DY ITNNND 1IN

JOTIN IYOUN XD WOV NN ,DIWITHNI DN DINDN DV POVNI D) NNNN DMN X 2220

DNY DAY TN PYIY NTINNY NYIYN ,DY00PL P2 12PN NMIXMN 1IN NIMIAIND NYOVIN

DTN M2V 1D DNIONN DVLOPLN DMWY DTN NI P2 NN HY NIVAND TDIN -DPIYN

NTIIVY NN NN DN, DPYNNR-DY DN DXVDPLN .NMAIN P2 NIXNN PN -2V W DIDYI)
DIUN DX TN DTRN )2 DXNNT )Y NPNINDT MNNDNN DX POUNIND 91200 NN

MDIN NV 27P2 DY ,12MND ,2121Y NIXOVIIVINRND NIV NIXND LOPLN NDXAN

NN MYAYIN PNV NINNIY MDYAN SNV ,0>27 7352 NIININ NITIIN DY 199 19N WavnY
,NIDNN NOYIN I9D -222PN2) DIPLDINNI DPIIANN NPDIIN MIAN DY ONPAND : MIVIN
AN MNYT 1532 512H7N NPDI M) NN NINYT IVON MOXANN PNV .NNPNN 12 >92P NN

NODN NONT INI) NP Hwn 92 /Yy 1961 ,pOPINA TOM : DYV . DINDIN YHWN .NndHY 1ROV 27
.o H5unm
0 NYIUND MYP OWIOWUN P92 UNDY AP IXN PINRN TON DY WITHN D) MDIN) 272
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12N ,0NWLOMINY DPIIIINN ,MPDID MAX :)2NNN DI NN DIXND INDL WY INXIVDPL
YON»NN DN .02 2972 NIXNN NDXANN DY M WAV NI MY NNHDD M2>102
OND DY POITA DI0ND MON NPMYNY NINNN 1PDIOY HNDI PINON 19INI N NDNY
NN NN SY MIXNN NDXANNY PI0N Y2 PHY .MND DPTY DIRVIND 1) DA NTI90)
oV NMIPNN NYOYWA -regula Pynd MDIDN -IONIVOPL ININ HY NDXAN NN ,NPINNN MPDIFD
9907 -NN NN MM 190D NONMNNN ,NYAPN MDA KINNID I NNYT MNDT .0 N MN
DIPNN,N) NNY NIN NNYT M D20 NI ANT INNNIY 1Y 273N NDND PRT 1NN
DY D) NI TN 7YY NX 2NN TNYN 91290 NIRIPD VYN NN POX DIOIDINNY MDD
NINDN MINYI NXIAP NIIN DN NPIINN NN, NDAPN NDXANN X3 HY DN NIXNN ND¥ANN 9
IYOIN XD W 275109 NINND INNN DIYN INY 91N DN 9901 MYNNHNI NTNUN N NNSYL NN
NPNT DIND,NPTTN NPMIAIN NPYN MTIPI NAPYNRY MITIDY MINID NAMWN NYRIWVDPL

295N MNTM NMAINN ONY P2 NN NNPNI

PV DM WY YN 0N MINN DNPNY TITI 01202 NN LOPLN NOXAN
TINAY NDIP P2 I0YN DD 1936 MV N> TINN IWPNA NPNT 02N MNNoN
PNV DPNYY NMMVYN PMVIPNA 2769N2 NINY DOINT) DXVDNMIN YY DXANON 191N2
ano SYNY 1o .ODWRIM 22N TINA NN-NDND NN 90D W) W PN ONMNN PIIAND
NI ININPIP T 27N DTN 290 NNV N2XND DXANINN NN GON XINY IMINKY
NI NIMYT D902 278 NTID DXANN DYTIN YODIWON 912NN TWUNRD N YUR NN NNN AMD
TN NINNY TN MNIIT NIAY,TINM NYIOIMY £ 1937-2 DIPY DIV D) NP NN W TPN
NYRIN ANINN DY NN 2Z79NTID DXNNN [, DITHN YODIWIN 91200 IWRD PNV 1N NN
D192 : ©XANINN YD GMYNN NN PN TV PIADN ,2809902 NNDND XDV NIV NPV
V5N DXAMDN PR DY INDAN Y DY /NMNINIYI INNND XN NNINY DPVODIMN DY) MY
THNND 72N HR WD /OPPN DX WYY DIPHYY YR DN OVODNIMNN XIPA H53ND 1INV
D202 VYWD PO YW 1AW ANND

NI XY VOPLN NAY NN MNONNT DN HDINNN DANN NPDY OXTY NN WY
DXVDPLN NX MXINY NIV TINND YDIPN NN INPY TIND PN D8N D) NI TR 21NN
YN DN DHNNY DXODIMNN DXVOPLN YAPNI TN ,NIWNDY PNY DINYYY DOVDININN

7Y NP N PON NINN Ny 273

.286 Y 3DYN AN VITN UNDONND DIDINA : DINPINM I DTN 0200 274

NI PPIOPI NN, MININD TIIONN SPPINN TNR 1IN DIPIN 2AMD DINNNDD DI 0¥ 0) 775
ND (1581 7W2) YONMPPIN HNXINWI NPTIN->T IPIN DTN 99 D) NMI2Y DOHIN Y DOWTPIN I /NN
LODPLN NN I DY INDIAND THT JND W OITIN TN ,I2VTH POYY IINY NPYOPON NN NINND YNNISN
D72y D90 YW NK¥IND DTNNIN .DNIAN,IPIL : INT NANIND .M NN, TIIONN NPIWI NN NY3
.14-15 /Yy .07YN 7P 290 TOMN : DYV .DIDION NP TN

YN MYTPNN NNONNA NIV YY 71N NOY DT XIPY 717971 DY PNW XTI NI NI 276
Barouch, Lina. Between German and Hebrew; The :98SN mvon n»an Ny 27
Counterlanguages of Gershom Scholem, Werner Kraft and Ludwig Strauss. Berlin, Germany;
.Boston, Massachusetts: De Gruyter Oldenbourg: Magnes. 2016, p. 94-102.

Schone, Albrecht. ‘Diese nach judischem Vorbild erbaute Arche’: Walter : 72 W 278
Benjamins ‘Deutsche Menschen’. In: Juden in der deutschen Literatur: Ein deutsch-israelisches

Symposium, edited by Stephane Moses and Albrecht Schone. Frankfurt a.M.: Suhrkamp, 1986.
n. 26.

SHY DN NI2YY THONND DINNINM ,NIODA TIN2 N1Y DY DN NIDNIND DIPNINN 27°

.19902 7172 MY NN INMNY N MDD NN X¥PY XN (Schone) )W VIO 280
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(Schone) NY VIIION HY IMYLY .ONYN NX DIXNDY MTINND NP DIV HLDIV YYIY
TN PN PNVDI INND TN DYV NADNY 1922 DY NPNVDNIN NINN DX DYV NN NDPD
SV NNNN YaAPD DINY’ : BHVINDT PNIDT DI MDD DY ¥II2 NION 'NNNI NIPY NNYD Y)Y
P12 282570D0N VPPN INYD ;MDD DY ¥YII2 ,M9N NDI NN NN RONY 29 T2y
TR0N 93 5V INPN AR GUIN XIN,NNNY DY NININ NAVY 11D ,1PDH¥N 7PNVDNN NX DN
LDINOTIN YV TI9N NTAY DY I8N NIV NTIYD DY NNT ,NPI92 DY 700N Maan
,DOINNN D) TN DDINNN DN WYY NNN NN TIN DN PHNI QORY DYODIMNN DOVLOPVN
NI T2 DX LOPLN .ONN TIT NNPNIND THNNY VY NIVIRTD NN DTN DXPITN DNV DIVN
DNYT NN IV .DNT MVYYD TITN DN DXPND MITWARN NI ,NNNY N2NN D) TN 12NN NN
TV :DNDSN RO DMNN T2 Y52 MNONNNIY NN NN IIND DINHNND DOVOPLVN T
NMIINNDY ONY DNDN DVDPL WIDND DI LOPLN TINA ,DMIY P NYYN NNPNINY
D2YN NNNYH 292 NDIPN NN XY PHNI D1 NPTTN NIWAYND RPNT NIIPNDY NNV
DYRY DN DXODNIMIN DN AN HY NP INT .MIAWIN MY NPVDIVA MMV ,NIVN
NN VOPLN DTN DNPN DOXY DY NSPNY DITNIY DITINY 1AW DY YPI DY NN TN, DY
1) NOV |, D2apna NN MININNNY NN NN ,TNYA NPNY MIYIND NN 19N NDYINY NN

Yo

,D¥2YNN 0NN .11 TU M0N0 TINN NIPNWNI 1YY LOPLN NN D2 DY INDIN
,IVUYNN DNNDNRN 291 INMN D NN NN DY PN MNDONN ROY NPITIND MDD
DTV NN2IPN IWIY NYAPNI MVLINYN NPNN ONINRN,PTA VLIV T2O7 ,DXITINY MNIN
YNNON DI IN . PIYID WANNI) NN TONNNI 1INV YOININ ANNN NX OXTTNN DN DI -29pN
2 VIPNA POV NNVONN NPD :XNONN DIANNA W) 1YW DI90N DININND NNNYHNN
D190 DXAMNMYY DX9MNN,NNNDNN NINNY TY INDNIN IXYY NN DY IIID ,052NRY DI19DY
INNRD YNINND PNYN NIR DO 7T DY PNINON -V ,NNNDN NYwa DNPNNND 1o
:NNONN

DNX NI . NON I NAN .MTNY DY NDD 2AMD NN O0MNND YNNI IION
,MOP NNR NPT NIN NN OV NNYD NIPNYI KD 0N NXIN NN IPDIN MIINY
INYT NN XN OTX PR NPIY 27 .5T) YOP DY XONX NN DY NNYN NV XD
NNN2NRN NN DN ONY YIMNYIYV DXI9DN YN NNONN NI )70 DNYN HY NON
2 N2 OTX 7N XD NNNINN NS DI INND ,DXINNN YNIY DININD ONY DVNWYN
NN DMYIAN) NNNRD DMINNNNI YN DN DINY NNNIN 12T IN 19D DINRNIND DN)
NAPNY NPNN ... TNX T IDPAN DNPINWNI) DNPNIN YI9DN IPNYI XD )IDY .0D>PWwaAN
NDY DMNVN) DION DY POV DT PNV NN DI NYOVNN YN NINYNN
YTD YN DN DXV PV, D199 KDY DNDY NPV 2I9D) NNONN 219D DI DN IINY)
DYTINY ¥ NPYINNA N NPINT YINIY DN DXV DN NN MOND) DYYVWIN NN HWIAD
NIND PYO NX DN OMINIY NPND DT DN DNINY N DTN NN INNY
DXMYY DIRKY .71PINUNI 7PNHONY XN 1I9D) NN YO DN DIV ,0VN 1Y

.350-365 0y ,1986 (Schone) v 28!
23120y .1992 , TMINDN 1PN : DIAN-YN .DXNNIN : 2 19 ; 0XAND ININ .09, P 282
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DNY PNV DPIV0N NXPN ONN NXIANY >TD OXNINPN DNIN DSN NPYIIND NI
(19-20) © 12y D90 WIDON MININD PYWIY DINOANY TI1TD , 0P

YN DN 92PN TN )IMIN D8NY YWY LPMIIND DMI9DN NN NN DV V7T DY NYITNYN ND
21202 NTNVY NN 1D ,NNNDNN INRD DNYY NNONM TIAON NN ONINND O PINHY
DYDY IR DN DV DY MTNYN NPDA DIXTINN 2NN ONWY DVWTIND O1N NPV
NN MDY NN .MINT IN ,NPHN OXR 91200 DPDI DMK PINND DVDPLVN YY NNWH
190N PVIND DY DXVDPVLN NXR NNRIN PAYND NONNY OND NHVIN OITINN NN NIMINNY
VIDVN : PONXIVDPL-TVPNN NTINN YIDWN DIYA 1NN NNINVN NN DTN MSY 1l T
DY DN DANINN 12 DPOIWY DMVN DXVDPLN KV VISNT INIPNRN 91201 NPV WYY
TNHNY TV .DNKY DMHAN DYDY MIODN GX DY DININ NN TITWD DNY TWINND) DNIN WD
POW NAY MPYNNN NID0N MY 97T DY DMDAN DM0D PNINT NISND NDN TNIND NN

PONIVDPL-TOINND MYSNNI NNAY NDIN NIN NMNY ,ININ DNPP NN NON

NNYY) IV NIWNA DMPNON NN NDON AN 10N A8N Gpwn il TU NPON TN
12NN 291 XTI DMI9DN PNIN DY TPIRVIV NONN DY DNIY N IR D902 NINDNI 71190 HY
DONDNY T2 YN DY TNy NIYNN NHNX ITININ D90 PIN .NPN TN YHIINHY
.NODN NNNZN DIV DI NNPNI IITHVY DIYTI NN IDVLPIDITIVI VNI, 1IN NYNINND
210 DN THNN WL NN MY T HY PIFD NOXNY INRY NN DIVIND 127NN DY NN 0N
MINK D902 .NRHN DIPIYNDI DD DOVDPL DN NIV DNSY DXVDPLN HY DIPMD’
12 DMMNNY Y297 DOVDPVN MYSNNIY I IDIDND THIND YIDDN VOPLN D I N NN
-YOPNRN YN NN TANR MI9NY DNY IWAND) 99VHN NN DY DN DINT 03NN
DN -DXOMYN DN DY NDOLIIVON NINID NIYIRD) NDN NNN NIMN NPINIVOPYV
NI -NMIAINN PNV DMHMPN 120N AMNYN VI .DXVOPVN DINPDNN DTRN M2 IVVIIY
DOV DOLOPLVLN ,NTA NT DIINTD DMIND 1Y 2D DINDINY NT DY NT DNNIYI -1
VAWM MDY ,NNY POV NN INDD PNIAND NWPY T 2T TY ,1IPYI NN NIWNN THN DIYIVIN
RIaB)Y

DN 9N DNYPY ,MPM 2N DY DIMNIMINT N0 DAPWN BN MIADMINN NN
2PNa HTINN NNDNI DIYPN T T I9OXR DNIYN TR IXRIPHNN 51200 NHDY
NPNINNI NMYPYA DY 21D NNIY OIMNNN NN 1IN, NPT NNDNA 315190 ONIPNY
YNV MNYN DY DMIPNA TPHNNY YPIAN NT PHNA .ODIVN YN MNY NIMAINND DY YNID)
D»YITN ,DMRIPN DOVOPL NODN NPTINN NNDNN :1NDD NPLINDI NI MNON
TINDN MAIND NNNY NHNY 2T NPNR INNNRY NPTIND NN 01D

92°0 NV NPNINNNI .ANNN DY PN PXNY NP ANYN IWIPH M NN
NN OX PTIN NTIND NN 2E30TRN DY NNOWN NONY YTIIRND NNNDNN NN 27D
DHY MYNYHRY LPHNYT PN :YNINNDD DY 1Y NNTY OTPONY DX NVA PHN NN

283 Tresidder, Jack. Complete Dictionary of Symbols. San Francisco: Chronical Books, 2005. p.
408-409.
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299 MTY HYHN NN PN NNNDHNN NON NPRN NDINNDA D) 28411951 NAYNND -NHRNNI
N LPDY GTYINN T8D 29PN DN MOLNY 1O ODMNN 29Pa DAY THO NN L,2Y MINTa
NPNN VDY DONMNY DN DYDY N YN YPNY 19P2 INNN PPN IR INND NONON
Y0 INT -D¥DMNNN M DY IANI DY NNNN PN NONN YR .NNKY NONN NN TN M¥IIIN

2P NN IN NN NXINY TIO

SN NNV DI120N ITIN NAY N0 NTIPIN NN YD 27IYN IXPHD INIPHNN NV D)
NIPNN /AW XYY NIPY ANV NN NN NDIY TDYRT .M 2PN DNV YIIA NN NN TIN
NN NN NIV DN NN TN TR IMNHYA THY DX 29N DY INNIN MYNPYN 1D YI9N NN
PN DN ,AWY RPN 270 TN .NDXT 995 NN IRYND ROY DIWN NDNN INX NIAVY MINN
TY D) YAV TV DY NONIWN NN ,MVIN ININN DX MDD NNIN XD 1T NN NN NI
=112 912N TNIRD IOND TN TMYN 27V IN MI DY MINNN IONY .N1MIVN DY NNNDOYD
D) ,7PXIPNIN NNDND NMIT 1DIND .27IYN VI DY IDNDIDYT NMYY M DPNYISY 12N
-39 19INA HININ 2NN IPON NYON HY 1YHAIN NNDNA DN NN NNDNIA YNNI N9DI
2NN V1T DY AUPNL DX, IMNOYA YOI NYOYN N8»D DN

395,21V IMN N2 NN PYNN R YITH 21V XYY NPRIPHND DN MYHDWN NN
PRI,V DY INPIDIND YANI THVIDY NP PN DINMIPN DYON 17PN DY 1910 INKRD NUYY
YN DN 2ANYN DY D710 DIWITIN DAN )IN I TY DIDHNN DNONY 190 YN PIIND W0 9D
YATH INNN DN T .99101 XVIND IMNX DOIPXNI 7PN DI DN 77NIVIDTI IMNX DIDNNY
1 1XINY PO NN NNNN NXIND INNOVY IWIVY ANYN NN N2

G TN NHPNA DN 1Y AN .MANYN 1WA DXNNN PO 127 )2 DTY ) DV YTY I
2P0 KD ,NDPIND KD ;T2 D2 TNN NN 1D NN DY RIN NOWN NNR PR ,IND WY
D2WN PNYY 102D : XIN TN VITPN IZ N - IR NIND 92 NIN Y27 OWA 17PI71319
TIYD TR PYTY TNY .NIRD DY DMNIN DYDY TY 1D TN DIIN D AN ID TIVNND
DXNMYNY : (P X DY) (1IN TOY) 22NIT XIN NTN,I1D 1IN NN ONYN NX WIND)

286:39y2 W) DN 1P TV DNY Y OINXIN

NOWI XIN NPNT YITH NN DX 2NYN ORIV TURD D) .Y 29IN 27V DY INMNT TIND PSP WITHN
)2 TNN DI PR I2IPD IN NDIIND NNV IPRY Y XINY DIVNHY M 1D INY ,NINDNN NdVND
NN NNY N9 DRN DY MAIWYNNN INITN INKD NDNN N NN 1WIAPY 290N D) Td DIWN)

My 2008 MNOIIVOX : NIV TIN .02IN) DIDVIIINI DIND ;W) VIR NPIND OMT )W 284
Biedermann, Hans. Dictionary of Symbolism; Cultural Icons and the Meaning behind : 151 .253
Them. New York: Meridian, 1994. pp. 280.

oY MY NIWANY NMNPYYA NNDNN PN WY N3 NIN 2NN TDINNIN NNDN WD NDI 285
YN 1PN MITIN MINDM MINPN WY N0 ,TOY T .PYNIY 12 DY NAVY 152 D1ann DD
NV TIN .DMNON DIANNY PN 1 T2 TN XY T DIWNY ) MNX TP DIV KW MAN XXIN
,NPRYDINN NPT MNONN P2 NV, MNYN NN N 37IYN VN DY NP NN /M)
Rooth, Anna Brigitta. 7he Raven and the Carcass: an :1an7 NP IR .DNPNNINHN NPININ
Investigation of a Motif in the Deluge Myth in Europe, Asia and North America. Helsinki:
Suomalainen Tiedeakatemia, 1962.

J1 9 129 PWNI2 286
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NN ININ PIND T DIV, NNXANN YN NIND TWURI INON NYXN ANYN DY IRV 1PN
M 2955 27PN DY IMYL NX PXIYN G0N WITH .7MPN NN NIV

MNNNVY AT :19 AN ,MY ANMYIDWN NNNO NV : WPY ¥ 9NN 29V NN NHYN
NNNY - MNNIY NN .0NY DIRNVN 1D ,IYAY PNNLN I - INNIY T2 INNIVY NNN)
90N OYIY R¥NI KD MIN Y IN 19N W 22 YN ONX,D0IY PRN NDIWY NYIY PHN NN
ND YD DN - 5D ORI M IMNA YV 1D NN IPIN NN ONUNRD NNDWIN INNNX 792

2875w 95

D0)NNY IMN DINNY DMIVY -NN) 29931 RN 29D -NDI9D NN NN YIATHA 2NV DY Nyvn
MOYY ININ XPNT 9M2 MN NOYW 1IN0 THX NI P9 DINNDY NDNN YN DIOND MPN DR 1D
ONAIMN N2IY RINIDIN -NN DY PYIND YN MYV 27IYN 010N INMYL NN 51297 DX NXIND
VY DY IWUPNAY WATHI MITIIN MYNNY NINY NNN DIDMIN INNIT IR DNPY NIVH2 INN
MY PXNY ,TOINN LYHINN TN NN 11T TU2 D) NPT IYPND) 1I9IN ININD NN
MDY YATNN P2 NDNN (6) 'NNN 29 NI N DOWHY ,NIND IMN NIIN PSNY NDwNa
NY TN ¥YPI2 TRV XONND NN 9P°Y2 AN ,29PN010 UIYN NYIND DX N9OON IN NI MIMIYN
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Under Nazi rule Peters rose to new glory. Not only did they view him as a true
German who had fallen victim to a Jewish conspiracy; they also praised him as
a tireless fighter for German Lebensraum?3¢7

%6 Perras, Arne. Carl Peters and German Imperialism, 1856-19178; a Political Biography.
Oxford: New York, 2004, pp. 258.
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of the continuities and ruptures in traditional and modern Jewish responses to

catastrophe*+*
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In the Babylonian rabbinic discourse it serves as a meta-discursive marker that
both binds and disrupts an array of analogically constituted cultural domains...
What we have... is a linguistic representation of a ruined structure—the temple.
As such, it constitutes a discursive evocation of both presence and absence.
Encapsulating the impossible and yet indispensable task of discourse to provide
coherence... tells the story of a glorious discursive defeat, and victory*+?
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#8 Stein, Dina. Collapsing Structures: Discourse and the Destruction of the Temple in the
Babylonian Talmud. Jewish Quarterly Review, Volume 98, N. 1, 2008, pp. 1-29.
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Summary

This research addresses the intertextual approach in S.Y. Agnon’s story 'To this
day’ (Ad Hena), reflecting his anxiety concerning the loss of texts and books in modern
war. By interweaving Midrashic text fragments with the new text, the story places the
intertextual method as an ideal possibility for preserving texts.

In the introduction, I present Daniel Boyarin’s perception of Midrashic writing
as intertextual. According to Boyarin, the Midrashic text was written post the destruction
of the Temple and out of the Sages’ anxiety regarding the loss of traditional texts. This
Sages, according to Boyarin, experienced the destruction of the First Temple and the
ensuing spiritual void, thus finding intertextuality an effective device of reconstruction
and creation. The Sages employed intertextuality to preserve the superior status of the
biblical text, freeing it from its fossilized status. Boyarin’s perception of Midrashic
intertextual writing portrays Agnon’s writing in a new light, introducing him as the one

who preserves Midrashic tradition rather than a rebel and a revolutionary.

Next, I discuss Hana Kronfeld’s approach towards intertextuality. This
discussion is based on distinction between methods in which the writer is at the center
of intertextual writing and those whereby the text is the main factor and creates a non-
hierarchical space that integrates texts from different times and spaces. Kronfeld
proposes the ’critical intertextual approach’ in which the text is interior to other
traditional texts but challenges the hegemonic textual system. In my opinion, Kronfeld’s
approach is suitable for Agnon’s dealing with previous texts. Agnon is aware of the texts’
their precedence and superiority and does not cancel it, but at the same time, this fact
does not castrate it but allows it to discuss with them, challenge and transform them
repeatedly. The occupation gives the texts the relevance and maybe even renewed
authority.

The introductory chapter adds and presents research on Agnon’s intertextual
method, and a historical context of the Hebrew literature before and during Agnon’s
writing period. Research shows that the Maskilim attitude toward the Bible their
admiration for the biblical past includes also great appreciation of the Talmud as a
foundational text. Although they have not viewed the Talmud as a literary text, the
Maskilim have greatly honored the knowledge and wisdom in it. Thus one can detect
Talmudic echoes in the Sages’ literary writing. Towards the end of the nineteenth
century, Hebrew literature underwent many changes, and under the influence of
European realistic literature, Hebrew writers began to write in everyday Talmudic
language. The modern and the old are both interweaved in Agnon’s writing.

The introductory chapter also delineates the research literature on the story of
Ad Hena, which is at the center of this work. Different motifs such as the search for the



apartment, the books and the clothes, the constant hunger and the tension between the
Jew and the German, all emerge from the in-depth research. In this work, I attempt to
read the story while remaining attentive to the various textual encounters that take place
within it, and to understand the alternative the text offers for not losing traditional texts

in a modern war world.

The first chapter discusses the character of the solider called Golem, and the way
in which the Golem motif unfolds throughout history among the Jewish and the German
cultures. The story about a man creating a human figure, that lives and breathes, builds
and destroys things, is a well-recognized story that has evoked the imagination of many
writers and researchers. The Golem story’s uniqueness lies in the fact that it is rarely
used as a cultural code in both Jewish and German cultures, thus it is viewed as a point
of reference for the relationship of the two cultures. This meeting point between Jewish
and German cultures, and between the Hebrew and German languages is reflected in the
story Ad Hena, that describes the Jewish-German society in Germany during the First
World War. The story was written several years after the Holocaust, thereby
emphasizing the 'heavy weight’ of the plot. The story raises questions concerning both
the coexistence and the independence of Jewish-German life, and the fate of texts in a

world where human attempt to survive.

At the beginning of the story, the hero goes on a journey to rescue the books of
the late Dr. Levi, and during his journey he accidentally brings back to home a wounded
solider he found in Brigitta Shimmerman’s nursing home, called golem. The first chapter
of the research connects these two main line plots that seems disconnected in the story
and claims that the Golem is a representation of the future fate of books in times of war.
Just as from the outside, the Golem looks like a person, but from within, it is
fundamentally different in its inability to choose and create, so the books that the hero
of the story cares to save, may survive the war, but without readers willing and able to
read them. This chapter offers the intertextual method as a central tool for examining the
symbol of the Golem and its roots, but also as an answer to the central question of the
story: what will happen to texts in a world of war? I claim that Agnon’s narrative loaded
with intertextual symbols of the golem from both- German and Jewish literature, and
thus succeeds in setting an alternative for text preservation in a world whereby texts, as

a representation of culture, are erased and burned.

The second chapter deals with the motif of the flood, and focuses on the
description of the war as a modern flood. The flood represents both the sin and the
punishment: it is imposed on man by his own hands. The war in the story reflects human
beings who corrupt and destroy. But the flood brought upon them is not a decree of
heaven, but a direct result of their actions: human are, indeed, at the peak of knowledge
and technological progress but the war proves that it is precisely this knowledge and



progress that lead to more violence. The narrator in the story tries several times to escape
to the train, the pinnacle of modern development. He expects to be saved by the train
from the horror of war, however the train falls to protect him and save him from the
chaotic world outside. . If war is represented by the flood, the train is a modern Noah’s
ark that fails to save the man from the deeds of his own hands, thus being forced to seek
refuge in another ark. The main argument presented in the second chapter is that the
alternative the story offers for the narrator is a textual ark (TEIVA), meaning in Hebrew
rword’ (TEIVA= MILA). In the story Ad Hena, the word becomes the most stable thing
with which one can endure the chaos of war. The story symbolizes Noah’s ark with its
stable and guarded place for texts that may be forgotten. Within the text, there are
endless allusions and references of fragments of texts from different periods and distant
places, texts that may be burned and destroyed during war, and thus it portrays itself as
the only possibility for preserving texts waiting to be renewed.

In the second chapter, I examine the power of words and texts during war,
through the words and texts themselves. The intertextuality in the story Ad Hena is
employed through different layers of the text and the content of the story itself. The story
revolves around the way texts survive through their encounter with each other within a
narrative. Like the Sages of the Midrash who used intertextuality to preserve texts in a
time of destruction and chaos, so in a time of modern war, Agnon’s text gathers different
texts from many periods and genres, in order to preserve them and pass them on to the
next generation in a closed ark. An example to the words’ power for human survival in
a chaotic war is the symbols of the flood and the raven in the story Ad Hena. These two
symbols in the different contexts reflect the power of texts and words, Noah’s Ark, a
central and perhaps even a single tool in the flood of war.

The third chapter deals with the third link in the chain of myths, the biblical story
about Jacob and Esau, expressed through fragments of texts in Ad Hena. The story
represents the discussion regarding the identity of God’s chosen one a question that has
intrigued humanity since the dawn of history. This discussion is also present in Ad Hena
that takes place during the First World War, and describes the Jewish society in
Germany torn between two identities: the Jewish and the German. The cultural struggle
between the rising nationalism in Germany during the two world wars, relying on Norse
mythology and the Nibelung’s heroes, and the Jews, descendants of Shem and the
representatives of the Old Testament, forces German Jews to choose between them. The
religious war between Judaism and Christianity regarding the question of the identity of
the chosen people as God’s representative on earth stands in the background of the
cultural war. During the third chapter, I focus on two central biblical stories that have
been the basis for Christian and Jewish allegorical interpretation. These stories were the
source through which each of the religions proved to be the chosen people: the story of



Jacob and Esau and the story of Noah’s sending of a raven and a dove from the ark.
Jewish and Christian preachers have used the two preaching stories over the years, and
its resonate, in my opinion, in Ad Henathrough the figures of the raven, the lion and the
dog. The fragments of the biblical, Midrashic, Kabbalistic and Christian texts that
emerge from the story emphasize the age-old question about the identity of the chosen
people, against the backdrop of the First World War and towards the second.

The Midrashic and Kabbalistic writings on the two biblical stories echoing in Ad
Hena, create a dialogue that raises two additional issues Agnon addresses. The first
emerges from issue that the sermonic-Kabbalistic layer of the story of Jacob and Esau
and deals with the problem of evil in the world and people’s attitude towards it. The
Kabbalistic texts observe the biblical story as a representation of the war between good
and evil, so that the figure of Esau deviates from the theological debate about the
righteousness of the different religions, and his figure becomes the representation of evil
in the world. This question was at the center of a philosophical and literary engagement
during an era of world wars and extreme violence, and for that reason, it is relevant and
important for the story Ad Hena. This is discussed in the story through the image of the
dog originally from Midrashim on Jacob and Esau on Kabbalistic texts. These texts offer
an interesting alternative: instead of fighting evil and shutting it down, one can
recognize its presence and its importance to the existence of the world, satisfy its

requirements, and live alongside it in peace.

The second issue addressed by the third chapter is the importance of textsand
their power in shaping reality. Like the story of the creation of man and the flood, in the
story of Jacob and Esau, the Midrashic commentary emphasizes the importance of
mastering and remembering texts in order to change and shape reality. The Midrash on
the story of Jacob and Esau mentioned in the story Ad Hena, describes Jacob trying to
change the reality with Esau and his representatives, this is achieved through the text.
Two central Midrashim whose traces appear in Agnon’s story depict the story of Jacob
and Esau in two possible scenarios: in the case whereby texts are eliminated, Jacob will
lose, and Esau will win, and in the case of complete control over the texts- Jacob will be
able to defeat Esaw’s servant. These three topics - the Christian-Jewish confrontation and
the question of the chosen son, the question of evil in the world, and the power of the
texts in shaping reality are broadly discussed in this chapter.

The fourth chapter summarizes the entire course of the three preceding chapters
and the three myths that echo from the story Ad Hena. The chapter deals with two
directions that exist in the story and the tension between them: the circular direction that
repeats events, and the one of destruction, of an amputation from which there is no
return. 'Repetition of things’ (‘Hishanut Hadvarim/) indicates the point where mythology
becomes history. The way the story unfolds introduces, the tension between the
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mythological circularity and continuous history and its interruption by the modern war
through intertextual references. The motif of Hishanut Hadvarim’ connects the three
key events addressed with in the three chapters — the world’s creation, the flood, and the
struggle for the chosen son - and through them examines the significance of the Temple’s
destruction and the possibility of surviving it and growing from it. The motif of
'Hishanut Hadvarim’in Ad Hena, representing repeating circularity reflects, through the
theme of war, and the resounding question: even in the face of great destruction, such as

the modern war, is it possible to continue to create?

The discussion on the motif of ' Hishanut Hadvarim’ based on Walter Benjamin’s
essay ' The Work of Art in the Age of Technical Reproductiorr. Many echoes of this
essay emerge from the story Ad Hena and raise interesting questions regarding

intertextuality and its relationship to a reproduced text.

In this chapter, I review the various echoes of Benjamin’s text and the fragments
of Midrashic texts in Agnon’s narrative and attempt to provide an explanation as to
Agnons intertextual research in view of the period the text was written. Benjamin’s
descriptions of the artistic act in the age of technical reproduction places the literary text
in a changing position. When a text is copied and distributed there is a challenge to the
clear hierarchy of source and reproduction, a challenge that is also regarded when
discussing Midrashic intertextuality. The question is what happens when this hierarchy
is traditionally undermined as part of an age-old practice of preserving the text, and how
do technical programs to locate fragments of texts from different sources affect
literature. Is it a step that enhances the artistic act or is it a war that describes the use of
books as an empty and superficial tool?
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