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63 Originally published in Hebrew in the Ha’aretz newspaper (1953), and expanded for book 
publication as “Malakh Ha-Mavet veha-Shochet,” in S.Y. Agnon, HaEish veha-Eitzim, 242–271; 
the earlier version translated to English as “The Angel of Death and the Shochet,” in S.Y. Agnon, 
The Outcast & Other Tales, edited and annotated by Jeffrey Saks, 82–95.
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64 Among the most pertinent mishrashim, see Shemot Rabbah 34:29, Tanchuma Va’etchanan 
3, and the midrashic compilation Midrash Petirat Moshe; see also Yaakov (Gerald) Blidstein, 
Etzev Nevo: Mitat Moshe be-Midrashei Chazal. The trope is similarly applied to various Talmudic 

Shabbat 60a; Moed Katan 21a; Ketuvot 77b; Bava 
Metzia 85a; etc.
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