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Whatever movement there is, [it] is not plot in the true sense
of change but mere intensification of the unpleasant situation
with which satire opens.'°
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Satire’s structure is essentially a setting or frame for showing
off something. In general the satiric form is anything that will
serve to expose a succession of a single subject, the object of
denunciation; with a small niche reserved somewhere for an
indication of the good to which it is opposed.!”
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enigmatically... Or they may employ an ironic logic and so seem to achieve
a mathematical — though spécious — beginning, middle and end.
D.C. Muecke, :2n73 1M502 VP’PD 0T WRnwn 1 N - 7Rvenn IR
The Compass of Ireny, Methuen and Co., London, 1969: “This metaphysic-
al irony reveals a consistently disenchanting vision of the universe and
man’s place in it... The irony makes itself felt not alone in the style but
principaily in the treatment of subject matter, which harps on and indeed
magnifies the incongruities of existence.” (p. 11), '
my L1971 39w st mins By 7100 TN IPTAT WYY 1Ay W
Relalisd
L1964 1910 ,ARNY D 0T TINT VAT 990 YW DP9 [ THAY W
Sapanan nipn by T2 NNA /UIWD Man” 1Ay Y
DITNR DIV OTRRE IR OOR PPN AR 178 070 DX A7ER AR o
.414-400 ‘ny (1969 nan31) 1/!93 LGNIING UIEAY R B oD Mo’y
6 'ny 71071 X1
.483—387 ‘ny LPoana R
89-16 "By 7175 R9
o3 VDN IPIANN RN MIPT DRDRT YW NTIURO PIPNNT BY TV W
.88-65 'ny IpWw R IV LYY mMInR nvsea
“1t is never clear why the narrator does >M3nR D83 17 NPAPA %0 IR K
what he does throughdut the story... Time and again the narrator
“happens™ to go somewhere, “happens” to meet someone; he has no
direction no will” (p. 349).
AW DY ARYIND YMIRA IR 287 D2 WIdNT NI ¥pn ,000p NN Swnt 19
2107 PBOTIMIA PR DV ONTDA CRIND L3 W AR N3 nen?hy mknwnw
“The pattern underlying all varieties of humor is ‘bisociative’ — WH3
perceiving a situation or event in two habitually incompatible associative
.95 ‘ny ,MPu0p TRM .contexts”
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“It is ironic when (7371 1790 AX7) 0TI 2W IR DR P10 .0 T TR .
we meet what we set out to avoid, especially when the measure we take to
avoid something turns out to be the very means of bringing about what we
sought to avoid” (p. 102),
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Even in the tighter first seven chapters, but particularly :7IX2 .R NXT 2°%1 12
in the looser last eight chapters, the writer has interpolated much material
that has little to do with the main theme, which is the malaise of the
uncommitted individual in a society under stress (P. 350)

Had the story ended with this climactic dream at the end of chapter 7, it

would probably rank as one of Agnon’s finest achievements in the short

story... Unfortunately, the story does not end here, but goes on for eight

more chapters, each well written and of intrinsic interest by itself, but

Arnold 11780 X7 .possible to omit with little loss to the total story (p. 353)

Band, Nostalgia and Nightmare, University of California Press, Los Angeles
and Berkeley, 1968,
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Satiric plots, then, may proceed by :108 ‘ny 571> D2 .X NRT 2% b]
means of unlinked episodes, or by fits and starts — digressively, erratically,
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