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} not for their own intrinsic interest,
but because of their general applicability to other
human situations and problems. ([33], 19).
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Basic metaphors by which prescientific language
xpresses experiences, attitudes and relationships
become events in Kafka's tales. He re-instates or

c’b

veness which the ori-
ginal metaphor — frozen in a cliche or idiom —
once conveyed. As Freud has showsn in his Inter-
pretation of Dreams — a work with which Kafka
was familiar — dreams speak in pictorial language
snzech once was, They take the metaphors hidden
in speech hie:r.;lly and act them out as visualized
a drops the word “iike” and has the
come reality [...] Kafka transfor

into his fictional reslity and this
r;ha«n» becomss the starting point

countermeiamn
of his tale. ({42], 4-5)
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But if Agnon encourages us — here and elsewhere
—to pk«;y ch interpretive games he discourages
us from thinking we have won them [...] invites
the interprater to go to work while defying him to
be satisfied with his efforts. ([24], 146)
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