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Women Characters and their representations in the stories of Shmuel Yosef Agnon
Yair Koren-Maimon

Abstract

The purpose of the article is to describe different representations of women characters in
the stories of Shmuel Yosef Agnon and to explore their meaning. In the first part, I will
show that the representations of women characters move in a pendulum between the
traditional and the modern perceptions and reveal the gap that exists between Agnon —
the religious writer who held conservative values, and the implicit author who expresses
modern perceptions regarding women and their status at home, family and community.
In many of the stories, it seems that Agnon's men characters prefer opinionated,
challenging and dominant women over passive and weak women whose submissiveness
even causes men reluctance and rejection.

In the second part, I will examine the character of Tony Hartman from the story 'Another
Face' ('Panim Aherot'). The reference to the two versions of the story that present a novel
plot of marriage and divorce in a modern secular world will help me to illustrate Agnon's
complex attitudes towards changes that took place in the status of women in Jewish
society at his time. I would argue that while Tony is portrayed by Agnon according to
traditional female stereotypes, she is at the same time a hybrid character who may
symbolize the figure of the Jewish woman marching in transition from a traditional
society to a modern society. The ways of designing the representation of female
characters, especially in Agnon's later works in relation to the early ones, highlight their
action and contribution to the family and social framework and thus place them in a
feminist light as pioneers and agents of social change.

Keywords: Shmuel Yosef Agnon, women characters, representations, feminism, implicit
auther.
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