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Von den werthvollen Worterklirungen und gelelr-
ten Erlduterungen des Dr. Perles hebe ich folgende
hervor; (P71 S. 34 ist der Vogel Greif; |Mpip
PINBDOBI S. 36 sind gr. Gitter und Stufen; NIXDP 1) das.
gr. Bogen oder Wtjlbung;J’D'le"l S. 38 gr. Cisterne;
S9am S. 39 ist gr. Charadra, Giessbach: DYW"T rich-
tiger MDY das. gr. Factionen oder demoi der
Wagenlenker des Circus; iiber die am Ende der Hagada
erwahnten Farben blau, weiss, roth und griin sind
Cassiodorus, varie epistole III, 51 — wo eine Symbo-
lik des Circus sich findet —, Procopius, histora arcana
c. 7 p. 333 ed. Orelli und Joannes Malalas Chrono-
graphie, S. 137—176 ed. Bonn zu vergleichen. —
S. 37 Z. 6 v. u. ist wohl N3¥ 7323 fiir MI°D
313X zu lesen.
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CHAPTER TWELVE'

THE Gadites entered our lives a few months after our arrival
in Jerusalem, and until civil war divided Jerusalem into Arab and
Jewish zones, with no intercourse between except bullets and
bombs, they continued to get help from the American Colony.

One afternoon in May 1882 several of the Group, including
my parents, went for a walk, and were attracted by a strange-
looking company of people camping in the fields. The weather
was hot, and they had made shelters from the sun out of odds
and ends of cloth, sacking, and bits of matting.

Father made inquiries through the help of an interpreter and
found that they were Yemenite Jews recently arrived from
Arabia.

They told Father about their immigration from Yemen and
their arrival in Palestine. Suddenly, they said, without warning,
a spirit seemed to fall on them and they began to speak about
returning to the land of Israel. They were so convinced that this
was the right and appointed time to return to Palestine that they
sold their property and turned other convertible belongings into
cash and started for the Promised Land. They said about five
hundred had left Yena in Yemen. Most of them were uneducated
in any way except the knowledge of their ancient Hebrew writ-
ings, and those, very likely, they recited by rote. As appears, they
were simple folk, with little knowledge of the ways of the world
outside of Yemen, and that is the same as saying “‘the days of
Abraham.”

When they landed in Hedida on the coast of the Red Sea, they
were cautioned by Jews not to continue their trip to Jerusalem
and that if they did so it would be at peril of their lives. Some
of the party were discouraged and returned to Yena. Others
were misdirected and were taken to India. The rest went to
Aden, where they embarked on a steamer for Jaffa, and came to
Jerusalem before the Feast of Passover.

They told about the opposition and unfriendliness they had
encountered from the Jerusalem Jews, who, they said, accused
them of not being Jews but Arabs.

T

Spattord-Vester Bevtha, Our Jerusalent — A American Tanuly i the Holv Ciny 188 1-1949.
(1I5W MWATAT) 1950, pp. 142-149
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One reason, they said, for their rejection by the Jerusalem Jews
was because they feared that these poor immigrants would swell
the number of recipients of halukkah, or prayer money. Early
in the seventeenth century, as a result of earthquakes, famine,
and persecution, the economic position of the Jews in Palestine
became critical, and the Jews of Venice came to their aid. They
established a fund “‘to support the inhabitants of the Holy Land.”
Later on the Jews of Poland, Bohemia, and Germany offered
similar aid. This was the origin of the halukkah. The money was
sent not so much for the purpose of charity as to enable Jewish
scholars and students to study and interpret the Scriptures and
Jewish holy books and to pray for the Jews in the Diaspora
(Dispersion), at the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem, and in other
holy cities of Palestine. The halukkah, as one could imagine, was
soon abused. It only stopped, however, when World War I began
in 1914 and no more money came to Palestine for that purpose.

In 1882, when the Yemenites arrived, those who had benefited
from the generosity of others were unwilling to pass it on.

Father was interested in the Gadites at once. Their story about
their unprovoked conviction that this was the time to return to
Palestine coincided with what he felt sure was coming to pass—the
fulfillment of the prophecy of the return of the Jews to Palestine.
Also, Father was attracted by the classical purity of Semitic
features of these Yemenite immigrants, so unlike the Jews he was
accustomed to see in Jerusalem or in the United States. These
people were distinctive: they had dark skin with dark hair and
dark eyes. They wore side curls, according to the Mosaic law:
“Ye shalt not round the corners of your heads, neither shalt
thou mar the corners of thy beard.” Otherwise their dress was
Arabic. They had poise, and their movements were graceful, like
those of the Bedouins. They were slender and somewhat under-
sized. Many of the women were beautiful, and the men, even the
young men, looked venerable with their long beards. They re-
garded as true the tradition that they belonged to the tribe of
Gad. They believed that they had not gone into captivity in
Babylon, and that they had not returned at the time of Ezra
and Nehemiah to rebuild the temple. For thousands of years
they had remained in Yemen, hence their purity of race and
feature.

The thirty-second chapter of Numbers tells how the children
of Gad and the children of Reuben asked Moses to allow them
to remain on the east side of Jordan, which country had “found
favor in their sight.” It goes on to tell how Moses rebuked them,
saying, ‘“‘Shall your brethren go to war, and shall ye sit here?”
Then Moses promised them that if they would go armed and
help subdue the country, then “‘this land shall be your possession
before the Lord.”

In the thirteenth chapter of Joshua, “when Joshua was stricken
in years,” he gives instructions that the Gadites and the Reu-
benites and half the tribe of Menasseh should receive their in-
heritance ‘‘beyond the Jordan eastward even as Moses the
servant of the Lord gave them.”

In the Apology of al Kindy, written at the court of al Mamun,
A.n. 830, the author speaks of Medina as being a poor town,
mostly inhabitated by Jews. He also speaks of other tribes of
Jews, one of, which was deported to Syria.

Would it be too remote to conjecture that the remnants of

~
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these tribes should have wandered to and remained in Yemen?
I know there are other theories about how Jews got there, and
about their origin, but Father believed that ‘“Blessed be he that
enlargeth Gad,” and the Group did everything in their power
to help these immigrants. We called them Gadites from that time.

They were in dreadful need when we found them.

Some of them had died of exposure and starvation during
their long and uncomfortable trip; now malaria, typhoid, and
dysentery were doing their work. They had to be helped, and
quickly. No time was lost in getting relief started. The Group
rented rooms, and the Gadites were installed in cooler and more
sanitary quarters. Medical help was immediately brought. Mr.
Steinhart’s sister, an Orthodox Jewish woman, was engaged to
purchase kosher meat, which, with vegetables and rice or cracked
burghal (wheat) she made into a nutritious soup. Bread and soup
were distributed once a day to all, with the addition of milk
for the children and invalids. One of the American Colony
members was always present at distribution time, to see that
it was done equitably and well. The Gadites had a scribe among
them who was a cripple. He could not use his arms and wrote
the most beautiful Hebrew, holding a reed pen between his toes.
He wrote a prayer for Father and his associates, which was
brought one day and presented to Father as a thanksgiving offer-
ing. They said that they repeated the prayer daily. I have it
in my possession; it is written on a piece of parchment. The
transation was made by Mr. Steinhart.

This amicable state of affairs continued for some time. Then
the elders, who were the heads of the families, came as a delegation
to Father. They filed upstairs to the large upper living room,
looking solemn and sad, and smelling strongly of garlic. They
told Father that certain Orthodox Jews, the very ones who had
turned blind eyes and deaf ears to their entreaties for help when
they arrived in such a pitiable state, were now persecuting them
under the claim that they were violating the law by eating Chris-
tian food. Some of the older men and women had stopped eating,
and in consequence were weak and ill. They made Father un-
derstand how vital this accusation, even if false, was to them,
and they begged him to divide the money spent among them,
instead of giving them the food.

Everyone knows how much more economical it is to make a
large quantity of soup in one caldron than in many individual
pots; however, their request was granted. A bit more money
was added to the original sum, and every Friday morning the
heads of the Gadite families would appear at the American Colony
and be given coins in proportion to the number of individuals
to be fed.

They explained to Father that they were trying to learn the
trades of the new country and hoped very soon not to need
assistance. They had been goldsmiths and silversmiths of a crude
sort in Yemen, but Jerusalem at that time had no appreciation
or demand for that sort of handicraft.

One by one the elders came to tell us they had found work,
to thank us for what we had done, and to say they needed no
further help. Father was impressed with the unspoiled integrity
of these people.

The Colony continued giving help to the original group of
Gadites in decreasing amounts until only a few old people and
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widows remained. But these came regularly once a week. Their
number was swelled by newcomers and we still shared what we
could with them: portions of dry rice, lentils, tea, coffee, and sugar,
or other dry articles. After the British occupation of Palestine
and the advent of the Zionist organization, with its resources
and vast machinery to meet pressing necessities, after forty years
our list of dependent Gadites was taken over by them.

Even then, individuals continued to come to the doors of the
American Colony to ask our help.

One night in June 1948 the American Colony had been under
fire all night between the Jews west of us and the Arab legionaries
east of us. In the morning a Yemenite Jew lay dead in the road
before our gates. I recognized Hyam, a Yemenite from the
“box colony” near the American Colony. He was one of those
who had been receiving help from us for years.

For all this relief work the American Colony was using the
money of its members. In the meantime Mr. Merrill had suc-
ceeded in adversely influencing our friends at home in the
United States, and our checks in this, mission of mercy were not
valid. This was the origin of our getting into debt.

~

In 1884, two years after their arrival, the Gadite elders were
again at our door urgently asking to see Father. They were
excited and agitated, for in Jerusalem, they said, they had caught
sight of a “rabbi”” who had won their confidence back in Yemen,
Arabia, and forcibly abducted their most ancient and precious
manuscript, the Temanite Scroll.

The “‘rabbi’’ turned out to be a man whom I shall call Mr.

[Moses.[He was a converted Jew. His wife, before their marriage,

had been a Lutheran deaconess. They had two daughters, and
at this time they were living in one of the villas in a garden
outside the walls of Jerusalem. I remember on one of our walks
standing with my nurse and watching the peacocks in their
garden. Mr. Moses and his family attended Christ Church and
Father remarked that, when he began to pray, “one might just
as well try and make oneself comfortable,” for he would go
on and on ever so long.

Mr. Moses was an antiquarian and trafficked in antiques. He
had enough knowledge coupled with ability and coggery to
deceive the archaeological students for a long time. To relate
this story in full I must go back a number of years.

When Emperor Frederick II of Germany came to Jerusalem
as Crown Prince in 1869, the Turkish Government presented
him with a valuable bit of property inside the old city, near
the Holy Sepulcher, known as the Muristan. It is the site of the
hospitals, caravansary, and church of the Knights of Saint John.
It was in ruins at the time, but the stones lying about showed
what the buildings had been. The church was reconstructed
later, and Kaiser William II came to Jerusalem in 1898 for the
dedication of the Church of the Redeemer. While Crown Prince |

Frederick of Prussia was in Jerusalem, Mr. Moses presented
him with a number of Canaanite pottery idols, which he claimed
he had found in a cave in the mountains of Moab, east of the

Jordan. ]

These idols, according to one description, ‘“‘were the teraphim
or household gods of the Edomites and were all of them revolt-
ingly coarse presentments of erotic passions.” They had been

w,
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on exhibition in the lecture room of the London Jews’ Society
before the presentation was made, so that the public could
have a preview of them, and my foster brother, who was then
a boarder in the London Jews’ Society Boys’ School, was given
the privilege of seeing them with the other scholars, and he
was frightened to death by the sight.

He knew the Israelites were always getting into trouble because
they worshiped idols. He thought they must have been impelled
by supernatural power to do so, for no one would willingly
worship such ugly things. Poor Jacob tried to keep his eyes
fastened on the toes of his shoes, but in spite of himself he
would look up and get a glimpse of the hideous objects. However,
the Crown Prince seemed highly pleased with the gift, for Mr.
Moses was decorated, and the idois were carefully packed and
dispatched to Germany.

Mr. Moses frequently disappeared from Jerusalem for long
periods, and it was understood that he made journeys into
dangerous and remote places in search of antiquities. Archae-
ology in those days was not the science it is today, and research
time was carried on more or less by amateurs. From one of these
trips Mr. Moses returned and remained only a short time in
Jerusalem before proceeding to England. No one knew where
he had been and great secrecy was maintained about his actions
and movements. Soon it was rumored that he had offered to
sell a very old Hebrew manuscript to the British Museum. This
manuscript is now in the British Museum, and is called the
“Temanite Scroll.” It is the oldest Hebrew manuscript in the
museum, and Mr. Moses got a large sum of money for it.

After selling the Temanite Scroll to the British Museum,
Mr. Moses returned to Jerusalem and for some time was lost
to the outside world.

His shadow occupation in Jerusalem was being the proprietor
of a shop. On his signboard were these words, ‘“Bookseller and
Antiquarian,” and underneath this was painted, “Correspondent
to the British Museum.”

However, he spent most of his time in his home, at some
mysterious occupation, and it was during this time that our
Gadite elders recognized him and came to Father for advice.

They told Father that he had come to them in Yemen purpotr-
ing to be a rabbi, which he may have been, before his so-cailed
conversion, and it was in that capacity that he lived among them
when he was in Yemen, joining them in prayers in their synagogue
until he had won their confidence. When he succeeded, he asked
if they had any very old manuscripts. They told him that they
had, but that they never brought them out except on a certain
feast day. As that special feast was not far distant, “Rabbi’’ Moses
remained in Yemen, ingratiating himself in the good graces of
these simple folk. When the Temanite Scroll was uncovered he
saw, with his experienced and practiced eye, how old and valu-
able it was. He offered to buy it, but they said they would rather
part with their eyes or their lives than with their beloved manu-
script. When Mr. Moses saw that entreaties were no good,
he went to the Turkish governor. One can only imagine what
transaction took place there, for a sufficient escort of soldiers
was given to him and he went to the synagogue and forcibly
took the Temanite Scroll, leaving a nominal sum of money.

Before their talk with Father could be translated into terms
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of action, Mr. Moses left Jerusalem, and the next surprise came
when we learned he was in London, offering the British Museum
a much older manuscript than the one he had already sold to
them two years before. This one, he claimed, had been written
by Eliazar, grandson of Aaron. He said he had found it in a cave
in the mountains of Moab, east of the Jordan. For a number of
weeks the archaeological students of Europe were agog with
cager expectations and the desire to know if this remarkable
manuscript was authentic. Many of the scientific periodicals of
the day had articles about this baffling manuscript. Students
from Germany and France went to London to study it. The
parchment was supple and very old, no one could gainsay that.
The characters were of the oldest Hebrew, like those of the
Moabite stone. Here was a problem: how could parchment,
buried for thousands of years in a cave in Moab, remain so supple
and soft? Yet it was old, very old, there was no doubt about that.
Sentiment swayed this way and that, and more articles were
written.

In the meantime Mr. Moses was waiting in London to be paid
the £1,000,000 he was asking for the manuscript, and the British
Museum was zealously guarding the treasure. The controversy
had been going on for about six weeks, gaining publicity with
time, when a certain M. Clermont-Ganneau, who had been
French Consul in Jerusalem and had excavated the so-called
Tombs of the Kings, appeared in London. It was during his
residence in Jerusalem that the presentation of the idols to Crown
Prince Frederick had taken place, and he had suspected their
authenticity even then. His suspicion had been confirmed by
Mr. Moses’s servant, Saleem, who always accompanied him on
his expeditions to Moab. Saleem had quarreled with his master,
and in revenge had gone to M. Clermont-Ganneau and confessed
his complicity in the forgery of the idols. M. Clermont-Ganneau
had exposed Mr. Moses through a pamphlet, but by the time
he was negotiating for the sale of this precious manuscript the
pamphlet had been forgotten. o

However, the appearance of M. Clermont-Ganneau in London
caused Mr. Moses to quake in his shoes. M. Clermont-Ganneau
asked to see the manuscript in question, and with the knowledge
he had tucked away in his memory, he looked at it with a more
than ordinarily critical eye. He asked to examine the Temanite
Scroll as well. He noticed the tiniest black dot at certain intervals
along the second scroll. He put the two scrolls together and found
what he suspected to be the case, that the parchment of the
second had been cut off the first. It was the wide margin which
Mr. Moses had carefully cut off, and the minute black speck at
equal intervals along the edge, which M. Clermont-Ganneau
had discovered, was the continuation of the marginal line of the
original scroll. The parchment was truly old, but the writing
was very cleverly done by Mr. Moses himself, and not by Eliazar,
the grandson of Aaron. . o

Mr. Moses wasted no time when the fraud was exposed. He
crossed the Channel to Rotterdam and committed suicide.

He had been busily writing the second scroll in Jerusalem
when our Gadites recognized him as the ‘“‘rabbi” who had ab-
ducted their manuscript.

Father wrote to the authorities of the British Museum, telling
them the real story and asking for some remuneration for the
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Yemenite Jews, but the Museum authorities had paid heavily
for the first scroll and had been harassed by the fraud which
followed, and evidently wanted to hear nothing more about the
matter.
j&.
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PREFACE

The essential theme of my investigation bears on the image
of himself formed by the man of the archaic societies and on
the place that he assumes in the Cosmos. The chief difference
between the man of the archaic and traditional societies and
the man of the modern societies with their strong imprint of
Judaeo-Christianity lies in the fact that the former feels him-
self indissolubly connected with the Cosmos and the cosmic
rhythms, whereas the latter insists that he is connected only
with History. Of course, for the man of the archaic societies,
the Cosmos too has a “history,” if only because it is the crea-
tion of the gods and is held to have been organized by super-
natural beings or mythical heroes. But this “history” of the
Cosmos and of human society is a “‘sacred history,” preserved
and transmitted through myths. More than that, it is a “his-
tory” that can be repeated indefinitely, in the sense that the
myths serve as models for ceremonies that periodically reac-
tualize the fremendous events that occurred at the beginning
of ume. The myths preserve and transmit the paradigms, the
exemplary models, for all the responsible activities in which
men engage. By virtue of these paradigmatic models revealed
to men in mythical times, the Cosmos and society are periodi-
cally regenerated. Later on in this book I discuss the effects
that this faithful reproduction of paradigms and this ritual
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4 repetition of mythical events will have on the religious ideol- -\
ogy of the archaic peoples. It is not difficult to understand
why such an ideology makes it impossible that what we today
call a “historical consciousness” should develop.

In the course of the book I have used the terms “‘exemplary
models,” “‘paradigms,” and ‘“‘archetypes” in order to empha-
size a particular fact—namely, that for the man of the tradi-
tional and archaic societies, the models for his institutions and
the norms for his various categories of behavior are believed
to have been ‘revealed” at the beginning of time, that, con-
sequently, they are regarded as having a superhuman and
“transcendental” origin. In using the term ‘“‘archetype,” 1
neglected to specify that I was not referring to the archetypes
described by Professor C. G. Jung. This was a regrettable er-
ror. For to use, in an entirely different meaning, a term that
plays a role of primary importance in Jung's psychology could
lead to confusion. I need scarcely say that, for Professor Jung,
the archetypes are structures of the collective unconscious.
But in my book I nowhere touch upon the problems of depth
psychology nor do I use the concept of the collective uncon-
scious. As I have said, 1 use the term “archetype,” just as
Eugenio d’Ors does, as a synonym for “exemplary model” or

“paradigm,
sense. But in our day the word has been rehabilitated by Pro-

”

that is, in the last analysis, in the Augustinian

fessor Jung, who has given it a new meaning; and it is cer-
tainly desirable that the term ‘“‘archetype” should no longer
be used in its pre-Jungian sense unless the fact is distinctly
stated.

(pp. NTH-X\)

111, Tue examrLEs that we have given could easily be multi-
plied, but it is not our intention to exhaust the themes we
encounter in this essay; we only wish to situate them in
accordance with a common perspective: the need of archaic
societies to regenerate themselves periodically through the
annulment of time. Collective or individual, periodic or
spontancous, regeneration rites always comprise, in their
structure and meaning, an element of regeneration through
repetition of an archetypal act, usually of the cosmogonic
act. What is of chief importance to us in these archaic
systems is the abolition of concrete time, and hence their
antihistorical intent. This refusal to preserve the memory
of the past, even of the immediate past, scems to us to
betoken a particular anthropology. We refer to archaic
man’s refusal to accept himself as a historical being, his
refusal to grant value to memory and hence to the unusual
events (i.e., events without an archetypal model) that in
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fact constitute concrete duration. In the last analysis, what
we discover in all these rites and all these attitudes is the
will to devaluate time. Carried to their extreme, all the
rites and all the behavior patterns that we have so far
mentioned would be comprised in the following statement:
“If we pay no attention to it, time does not exist; further-
more, where it becomes perceptible—because of man’s
“sins,” i.e., when man departs from the archetype and
falls into duration—time can be annulled.” Basically, if
viewed in its proper perspective, the life of archaic man
(a life reduced to the repetition of archetypal acts, that is,
to categories and not to events, to the unceasing rehearsal
of the same primordial myths), although it takes place in
time, does not bear the burden of time, does not record
time’s irreversibility; in other words, completely ignores
what is especially characteristic and decisive in a conscious-
ness of time. Like the mystic, like the religious man in
general, the primitive lives in a continual present. (And
it i¢ in this sense that the religious man may be said to be
a “primitive”’; he repeats the gestures of another and,
through this repetition, lives always in an atemporal
present.)

That, for a primitive, the regeneration of time is con-
tinually cffected—that is, within the interval of the “year”
too—is proven by the antiquity and universality of certain
beliefs in respect to the moon. The moon is the first of
creatures to die, but also the first to live again. We have
elsewhere * shown the importance of lunar myths in the
organization of the first coherent theories concerning death
and resurrection, fertility and regeneration, initiation, and
so on. Here it will suffice to recall that, if the moon in fact
serves to “‘measure”” time,* if the moon’s phases—long
before the solar year and far more concretely-—reveal a unit
of time (the month), the moon at the same time reveals
the “‘eternal return.”

The phases of the moon—appearance, increase, wane,
disappearance, followed by reappearance after three nights
of darkness-—have played an immense part in the elabora-
tion of cyclical concepts. We find analogous concepts es-
pecially in the archaic apocalypses and anthropogonies;
deluge or flood puts an end to an exhausted and sinful
humanity, and a new regenerated humanity is born,
usually from a mythical “‘ancestor” who escaped the ca-
tastrophe, or from a lunar animal. A stratigraphic analysis
of these groups of myths brings out their lunar character.®
This means that the lunar rhythm not only reveals short
intervals (week, month) but also serves as the archetype
for extended durations; in fact, the “'birth” of a humanity,

Ha,

v
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its growth, decrepitude (““wear”), and disappearance are
assimilated to the lunar cycle. And this assimilation is im-
portant not only because it shows us the “lunar’ structure
of universal becoming but also becausc of its optimistic
consequences: for, just as the disappearance of the moon is
never final, since it is necessarily followed by a new moon,
the disappearance of man is not final either; in particular,
even the disappearance of an entire humanity (deluge,
flood, submersion of a continent, wnd so on) is never ol
for a new humanity is born from a pair of survivors ' 1.

In the “lunar perspective,” the death of the individual
and the periodic death of humanity are necessary, even as
the three days of darkness preceding the “‘rebirth” of the
moon are necessary. The death of the individual and the
death of humanity are alike necessary for their regen-
eration. Any form whatever, by the mere fact that it exists
as such and endures, necessarily loses vigor and becomes
worn; to recover vigor, it must be reabsorbed into the
formless if only for an instant; it must be restored to the
primordial unity from which it issued; in other words, it
must return to ‘‘chaos” (on the cosmic plane), to “‘orgy”’
(on the social plane), to ““darkness’” (for seed), to “water”
(baptism on the human plane, Atlantis on the plane of
history, and so on).

We may note that what predominates in all these cos-
mico-mythological lunar conceptions is the cyclical re-
currence of what has been before, in a word, eternal return.
Here we again find the motif of the repetition of an arche-
typal gesture, projected upon all planes—cosmic, biologi-
cal, historical, human. But we also discover the cyclical
structure of time, which is regenerated at each new “‘birth”’
on whatever plane. This eternal return reveals an ontology
uncontaminated by time and becoming. Just as the Greeks,
in their myth of eternal return, sought to satisfy their
metaphysical thirst for the “ontic” and the static (for,
from the point of view of the infinite, the becoming of
things that perpetually revert to the same state is, as a
result, implicitly annulled and it can even be affirmed that
“the world stands still”’),’® even so the primitive, by con-
ferring a cyclic direction upon time, annuls its irreversi-
bility. Everything begins over again at its commencement
every instant. The past is but a prefiguration of the future.
No event is irreversible and no transformation is final. In
a certain sense, it is even possible to say that nothing new
happens in the world, for everything is but the repetition
of the same primordial archetypes; this repetition, by
actualizing the mythical moment when the archetypal ges-
L ture was revealed, constantly maintains the world in the
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same auroral instant of the beginnings. Time but makes
possible the appearance and existence of things. It has no
final influence upon their existence, since it is itself con-
stantly regenerated.

Hegel affirmed that in nature things repeat themselves
for ever and that there is “‘nothing new under the sun.”
All that we have so far demonstrated confirms the existence
of a similar conception in the man of archaic societies: for
him things repeat themselves for ever and nothing new
happens under the sun. But this repetition has a meaning,
as we saw in the preceding chapter: it alone confers a
reality upon events; events repeat themselves because
they imitate an archetype—the exemplary event. Further-
more, through this repetition, time is suspended, or at
least its virulence is diminished. But Hegel’s observation
is significant for another reason: Hegel endeavors to es-
tablish a philosophy of history in which the historical event,
although irreversible and autonomous, can nevertheless
be placed in a dialectic which remains open. For Hegel,
history is “free” and always ‘“‘new,” it does not repeat
itself; nevertheless, it conforms to the plans of providence;
kence it has a model (ideal, but none the less a model) in
the dialectic of spirit itself. To this history which does
not repeat itself, Hegel opposes nature, in which things
are reproduced ad infinitum. But we have seen that, during
a very considerable period, humanity opposed history by
all possible means. May we conclude from all this that,
during this period, humanity was still within nature; had
not yet detached itself from nature? “Only the animal is
truly innocent,” Hegel wrote at the beginning of his Lec-
tures on the Philosophy of History. The primitives did not
always feel themselves innocent, but they tried to return
to the state of innocence by periodically confessing their
faults. Can we see, in this tendency toward purification, a
nostalgia for the lost paradise of animality? Or, in the
primitive’s desire to have no ‘““memory,” not to record
time, and to content himself with tolerating it simply as a
dimension of his existence, but without “‘interiorizing”’ it,
without transforming it into consciousness, should we
rather see his thirst for the ““ontic,”” his will to be, to be
after the fashion of the archetypal beings whose gestures
he constantly repeats?

The problem is of the first importance, and we certainly
cannot hope to discuss it in a few lines. But we have
reason to believe that among the primitives the nostalgia
for the lost paradise excludes any desire to restore the
“paradise of animality.” Everything that we know about
the mythical memories of “‘paradise’” confronts us, on the

144



’anool 10301-03

contrary, with the image of an ideal humanity enjoying a
beatitude and spiritual plenitude forever unrealizable in
the present state of “fallen man.” In fact, the myths of
many peoples allude to a very distant epoch when men
knew neither death nor toil nor suffering and had a bounti-
ful supply of food merely for the taking. In illo tempore, the
gods descended to earth and mingled with men; for their
part, men could easily mount to heaven. As the result of
a ritual fault, communications between heaven and earth
were interrupted and the gods withdrew to the highest
heavens. Since then, men must work for their food and are
no longer immortal.

Hence it is more probable that the desire felt by the man
of traditional societies to refuse history, and to confine
himself to an indefinite repetition of archetypes, testifies
to his thirst for the real and his terror of *“losing”” him-
self by letting himself be overwhelmed by the meaningless-
ness of profane existence.

It matters little if the formulas and images through
which the primitive expresses ‘‘reality’ seem childish and
even absurd to us. It is the profound meaning of primjitive
behavior that is revelatory; this. behavior is governed by
belief in an absolute reality opposed to the profane world
of “‘unrealities”’; in the last analysis, the latter does not
constitute a ““world,”” properly speaking; it is the ‘‘unreal”
par excellence, the uncreated, the nonexistent: the void.

Hence we are justified in speaking of an archaic ontol-
ogy, and it is only by taking this ontology into consider-
ation that we can succeed in understanding—and hence in
not scornfully dismissing—even the most extravagant be-
havior on the part of the primitive world; in fact, this
behavior corresponds to a desperate effort not to lose con-
tact with being.

(pp. 85-92)
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EPISTEMOLOGY. In addition to the long survey arti-
~le EPISTEMOLOGY, HISTORY OF, the Encyclopedia con-
tains the following articles on topics of epistemology:
ANALYTIC AND SYNTHETIC STATEMENTS; APPERCEPTION;
A PRIORI AND A POSTERIORI STATEMENTS; BASIC STATE-
MENTS; CATEGORIES; CAUSATION; CERTAINTY; COHER-
‘ENCE THEORY OF TRUTH; COMMON SENSE; CONCEPT;
CONTINGENT AND NECESSARY STATEMENTS; CORRESPON-
DENCE THEORY OF TRUTH; CRITERION; CRITICAL REALISM;
DouBT; EMPIRICISM; EPISTEMOLOGY AND ETHICS, PARAL-
LEL. BETWEEN; ERROR; EXPERIENCE; HEAT, SENSATIONS
OF; IDEALISM; IDEAS; ILLUSIONS; IMAGINATION; INDEXI-
CAL SICNS, EGOCENTRIC PARTICULARS, AND TOKEN-
REFLEXIVE WORDS; INNATE IDEAS; INTENTIONALITY; IN-
TUITION; IRRATIONALISM; KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF;
LINGUISTIC THEORY OF THE A PRIORI; MEMORY; MUST;
NEw REALISM; OTHER MINDS; PARADIGM-CASE ARGU-
MENT; PERCEPTION; PERFORMATIVE THEORY OF TRUTH;
PHENOMENALISM; PHENOMENOLOGY; POSSIBILITY; PRAG-
MATIC THEORY OF TRUTH; PRECOGNITION; PRESUPPOSING;
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY QUALITIES; PRIVATE LANGUAGE

PROBLEM; PROPER NAMES AND DESCRIPTIONS: PROPO-
SITIONS, JUDGMENTS, SENTENCES, AND STATEMENTS;

PSYCHOLOGISM; RATIONALISM; REALISM; REASON; REA-
SONS AND CAUSES; RELATIONS, INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL;
SELF-PREDICTION; SENSA; SENSATIONALISM; SKEPTICISM;
SoLIpSISM; SOUND; THINKING; TIME, CONSCIOUSNESS OF;
ToucCH; UNIVERSALS, and VISION.

(pp. 5-6)

THE NATURE OF EPISTEMOLOGY

Epistemology differs from psychology in that it is not
concerned with why men hold the beliefs that they do or
with the ways in which they come to hold them. Psychol-
ogists can, in principle, give explanations of why people
hold the beliefs they do, but they are not necessarily com-
petent, nor is it their provinee, to say whether the beliefs

are based on good grounds or whether they are sound. The
answer to these questions must be sought from those who
are experts within the branches of knowledge from which
the beliefs are drawn. The mathematician can give the
grounds for believing in the validity of Pythagoras’ the-
orem, the physicist can give the grounds for believing in,
say, the indeterminacy principle, and an ordinary but
reliable witness can provide the grounds for believing in
the occurrence of an accident. Normally, when the beliefs
are true and the grounds sufficient, it is permissible to
claim knowledge, and wheth¢r a particular truth can be
said to be known may be determined by reference to the
grounds which are appropriate to the field from which the
truth is drawn. The epistemologist, however, is concerned
not with whether or how we can be said to know some
particular truth but with whether we are justified in claim-
ing knowledge of some whole class of truths, or, indeed,
whether knowledge is possible at all. The questions which
he asks are therefore general in a way that questions asked
within some one branch of knowledge are not.

(pp. 8-9)

ILLUSIONS. Most of the major philosophical problems

of perception derive from the fact of illusions. These
problems center on the question whether perception can
give us true and direct knowledge of the world, and thus
they are basic to epistemology. This article will describe
illusions and set forth and examine the argument from
illusion that perception cannot be trusted as a source of
knowledge of the external world but affords direct awareness
only of appearances or sensa.

Three kinds of illusory experience. The term “illusion”
is used by philosophers to cover a range of phenomena
approximately classifiable as follows.

Illusions proper. Illusions proper occur when the percip-
ient is deceived or is liable to be deceived in identifying
the object perceived or its properties. Psychologists have

Paul Edwards (ed.) The Enevclopedia op Philosophy, Macmillan Publishing Co. Inc.. New- York, London, 1967,
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produced a number of optical illusions, such as equal lines
that appear to be of unequal length, a stationary balloon
that when inflated and then deflated seems to advance and
then recede. and a specially constructed Distorted Room,
in which a man looks smaller than a boy. Diseases or
drugs, including alcohol, may produce other illusions, such
as double images or the unearthly colors and multiple
shapes an object may assume for one who has taken mes-
caline. Other examples are mirages, mirror effects, and
conjurers tricks. The perception of motion introduces
many more: at the cinema a rapid succession of slightly
different stills on a flat screen makes us see a scene with a
three-dimensional perspective in which people move
about, the wheels of a coach may seem to be going back-
ward when really they are moving rapidly forward (stro-
boscopic effect).

Relativity of perceptions. A round plate that looks ellip-
tical when seen from an angle and a square table that looks
diamond shaped illustrate the relativity of perception. The
same water may feel cool to one person and warm to an-
other; the same wine may taste sweet or dry, depending on
what one has just been eating; green hills may look blue in
the distance, and as a train rushes past, the pitch of its
whistle may seem to vary. Further examples are color
blindness, shortsightedness, and other physical defects
that alter the appearance of things. In all these cases the
apparent properties of an object vary relative to the posi-
tion of the percipient, the distance and media between
him and the object, the lighting, the state of his health,
body, or sense organs, etc. These are not strictly illusions
(they usually do not deceive), and they vary around a norm
in which the objects are perceived accurately.

Hallucinations. In pure hallucinations—for example, the
pink elephant a drunkard sees, the apparitions of delirium,
Macbeth’s dagger—some physical object is “perceived”
when neither it nor anything at all like it is present. In
contrast are illusions where the mistake is about the prop-
erties, position, or identity of some object actually in view.

Some, perhaps even most, hallucinations are triggered
by some perceived feature of a very different char-
acter; for instance, a beam of light may be taken to be a
person. Many hallucinations are integrated; they fit well
with the real background, cast shadows, and vary in size
and perspective as they move. One may also class phantom
limbs as hallucinations. Pain or other sensations are felt
“in the toes,” for example, of a leg that has been ampu-
tated—the victim still feels he possesses the missing limb.

Argument from illusion. The main aim of the argument
from illusion is to show by means of illusions that the
senses are not to be trusted and that perception is not
direct and certain awareness of the real properties of ma-
terial objects but awareness of appearances only. In fact,
this argument involves three subarguments.

(a) A skeptical claim. However sure we are about our
perceiving, it is always possible that we are being de-

ceived by one of the many kinds of illusion or hallucina-

tion, since it is characteristic of such states that we cannot
tell that we are suffering from them. This may in practice
be a negligible possibility, but philosophy is concerned
with the highest standard of exactitude, and from this strict
position perceiving is not absolutely certain because there
is always some theoretical possibility of error. Various
conclusions can then be drawn. One is that for certain
knowledge we must rely not on the senses but on some
other faculty, such as intellectual intuition (as in Descartes);
another is that we must abandon common-sense realism
(discussed in REALISM and SENSA).

(b) Nature of appearances. In all these illusions there is
some thing or quality that does not coincide with the ob-
ject or object-properties that are in fact present—for exam-
ple, the apparitions of hallucinations, the elliptical ap-
pearance we see when we look at a round plate, the black
shape the color-blind man sees when looking at a red box,

IMAGINATION
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the oasis of a mirage, and the second bottle in double
vision. All these are merely appearances and cannot be

" identified with real objects or properties. What then are

these appearances? In some cases, and probably in all,
they must be sensa, private, probably mental, objects of
awareness quite distinct from external material objects,
although no doubt they are caused by or resemble material
objects.

(c) Significance of continuity. If one were to change
from seeing an appearance, a private and transitory sen-
sum, to seeing a public, enduring physical object (“public”
meaning observable by several persons at one time), one
would expect a sudden change in the character of one’s
sensory experience. But no such jump occurs: there is
normally an unbroken continuity between situations
where we cannot actually be seeing the material object but
are aware only of appearances and situations where we
think we see the material object. As we move from where
the plate looks elliptical to where it looks round, or as the
drunkard looks first at the pink rat and then at the real bed
on which it sits, there is a smooth transition. Consequent-
ly, even in these seemingly genuine or veridical percep-
tions we must also be aware of appearances or sensa and
not directly of the object itself.

We may note three things concerning our subargu-
ments: (1) argument (b), unlike (a), does not depend on
there being error; even if one is not deceived by perspec-
tival distortion, double vision, and so on, the argument that
what is really perceived must be sensa is unaffected. (2)
The claim in (b), that the appearances are private and
mental existents, depends to some extent on considera-
tions of continuity. Almost all hallucinations, the dark
shapes a color-blind man sees or the results of diseases and
drugs, are plausibly private to the percipient. But simple
perspectival distortions will be private only to the view-
point. For instance, the elliptical appearance of the plate is
as public as the round one in that many may see it at once;
this holds similarly for mirages and reflections. Unless
causal considerations are introduced, the supposition that
each person is then seeing a numerically different but
qualitatively similar elliptical appearance or sensum must
rely partly on similarity with cases where the content of
illusion is undeniably private and partly on the assumption
that if the plate is round, then the elliptical appearance
must be something other than the plate; but these are
hardly compelling grounds. (3) The charge may be made,
How do we know that the plate is round or what its real
color is? These points would normally be settled by meas-
urement or by reference to standard lighting conditions,
but the argument does not rely on this. To take the plate
example, it may be put thus: the plate looks elliptical to A
and round to B; it cannot be both round and elliptical, for
that would be a self-contradiction, therefore, one of these
appearances at least must be quite distinct from the
plate—and perhaps (by continuity) both are.

(pp. 130-132)

is generally held to be the power of
forming mental images or other concepts not directly de-
rived from sensation. In spite of the popular usage of the
term, the majority of philosophers from Aristotle to Kant
considered it in relation to knowledge or opinion. They
conceived it either as an element in knowledge or as an
obstacle to it—as in Plato’s attack on art—or as both an ob-
stacle and an element. Hume is a representative of the
last view: “Nothing is more dangerous to reason than
flights of the imagination, and nothing has been the occa-
sion of more mistakes among philosophers.” Yet in the
same place he wrote of the understanding as “the general
and more established properties of the imagination” (Trea-
tise of Human Nature, Book 1, Part 1V, Sec. vii). The fancy,
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the power of the imagination to combine ideas in fantasti-
cal ways, is to be avoided, but nevertheless imagination is
vital to knowledge [...].

It has even been suggested that the term “imaginative”
has now come to fill the place in the critical vocabulary left
by the general abandonment of the term “beautiful” in
aesthetics; a “work of imaginative power” would pre-
viously have been called “‘beautiful.” Clearly it is inade-
quate to equate “‘imagination” with the power of the mind
to produce images. Interestingly enough, the germ of a
better theory of the imagination might be seen in Kart’s
discussion of teleological judgment in his Critique of
Judgment: to think of nature as if it had a purpose is an
imaginative activity, though there do not seem to be any
actual images involved in the process.

Coleridge. One of the most important contributions to
the theory of the imagination in the nineteenth century
was that of Coleridge, put forward in Biographia Literaria
and elsewhere. He strongly contrasted the Fancy and the
Imagination; the former he defined as “no other than a
mode of Memory emancipated from the order of time and
place.” It operates almost mechanically and is responsible
for the production of verse, whereas the Imagination is the
source of true poetry. This he divided into two: the Pri-
mary Imagination, which is the equivalent of Kant’s pro-
ductive imagination and is responsible for all human
perception, and the Secondary Imagination, which is
the source of art. Coleridge described the operation of the
Secondary Imagination as follows: “It dissolves, diffuses,
dissipates, in order to re-create . . . it struggles to idealise
and to unify. It is essentially vital, even as all objects (as
objects) are essentially fixed and dead.” This vital nature
of the imagination meant for Coleridge that it is a way of
discovering a deeper truth about the world; he would have
agreed with Keats’s “What the imagination seizes as beauty
must be Truth,” and thus he went beyond the Kantian
original of this theory. In this he sided with the romantics,
for whom art and science were alternative ways of reach-
ing the real world; previous writers had tended to think of
science and philosophy as superior to art in this respect.

Ryle on imagination. Coleridge and those who followed
him, including both Croce and Collingwood, still thought
of the Imagination as a single faculty or power of the mind.
Gilbert Ryle, in his chapter on imagination in The Concept
of Mind, stresses that there is no one thing that can be
called “imagination” but rather a variety of activities that
are imaginative, among which are pretending, acting,
impersonating, fancying, and so-called imaging. His argu-
ments clearl:" establish his central thesis, though his sub-
sidiary denial of mental images, which is not essential to
the main point, is open to doubt. A child shows his imagi-
native ability, Ryle maintains, not by what goes on in his
head but rather by the way in which he plays—for in-
stance, the manner in which he pretends to be a bear. An
actor, again, demonstrates his ability by the way he per-
forms on the stage, his public appearance, to which mental
accompaniments are largely, if not entirely, irrelevant.

Many of the activities called “imaginative,” Ryle says,
are “mock-performances”; he talks of boxers sparring as
“making these movements in a hypothetical and not a
categorical manner” (p. 261). This is closely connected
with supposal, the running over in the mind of a future
possibility. Indeed, in ordinary speech the word “‘imag-
ine” is often synonymous with “suppose’” or “think”; the
instruction “‘imagine what it would be like if” is equiva-
lent to “think what it would be like if.” In both cases the
evidence that the instruction had been carried out would
be a report in words; even the operation itself might have
been purely verbal, without any “images” passing through
the mind. Hence, Ryle can argue that there is no need for
an artist or writer—or, indeed, for anybody at all—to have
“mental imagery.”
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Imagination and truth. Because there is such a close
connection between ‘“imagining” and “supposing’ or
“fancying,” it is easy to see why what is imagined is often
thought to be unreal or false. In fact, ‘I must have imag-
ined it” is a common form for the admission of a mistake
of some kind. Hence, it is natural for epistemologically
minded philosophers to assume that all imaginative activity
is false or unreal. Ryle, in spite of the over-all excellence of
his account, may be criticized on this score: such forms of
expression as ‘‘mock-performance” and the use of quota-
tion marks stress this element. However, the falsity of the
imagination may, by philosophers of other persuasions and
interests, be welcomed as a sign of the mind’s freedom.
Sartre would appear to be of this number. E. J. Furlong, in
his book Imagination, agrees with Sartre on this point:
“. .. to act ‘with imagination’ is to act with freedom, with
spontaneity; it is to break with the trammels of the ortho-
dox, of the accepted; it is to be original, constructive” (p.
25). But, as has already been mentioned, artists and writers
about art often want to go further than this, to stress the
“truth” of imaginative works. Collingwood, for example, in
a section of The Principles of Art entitled “Imagination
and Truth,” has said, “Art is not indifferent to truth; it is
essentially the pursuit of truth” (p. 288). It is clear that the
truth in question is one somehow connected with the
imagination rather than with the ordinary cognitive powers
of the mind.

The difficulty of assessing this claim is increased by the
fact that the idealist theory of art, of which Collingwood
and Croce are the chief representatives, places the locus of
the work of art not in its physical manifestation, the paint-
ing or poem, but in the imagination of the artist and spec-
tator. The real work of art is an experience in the mind of
the artist, and the spectator is moved to re-create the expe-
rience of the artist in his own imagination when he con-
templates the picture. The picture is thus connected with
the work of art but is not the work itself. The main
difficulty here lies in the fact that it is an imaginative ex-
perience, not a statement, which is said to be true. A sub-
sidiary problem is that such a view leads to the undervalu-
ing of the actual product of the artist, the picture, novel, or
poem. But the stress on the part played by the imagination
in appreciating art is shared by some writers not normally
thought of as idealists. For instance, Sartre says, “In a
word, reading is directed creation” (Situations II, p. 96).
The writer, he argues, has only provided a series of clues
that the reader has to “solve” and complete by his own
activity. Sartre even goes so far as to talk of reading as a
“dream under our own control” (ibid., p. 100), which assim-
ilates the appreciation of art even more closely with
activities normally thought of as imaginative—for example,
daydreaming.

One aspect of the idealist account of art clearly fits in
with our normal thinking on the subject, for a person said
to be “imaginative” is frequently one who is capable of
appreciating works of art or of fiction. A man who could not
read novels because “they are not factual” would be unim-
aginative. But the antithesis imaginative -factual that is
here employed would seem to contradict the idealist claim
that art is connected with truth. In ordinary conversation a
novel may be described as “true to life” or “realistic.” A
child pretending to be a bear may also be praised for the
realism of his performance, as may a young actor playing
the part of an old man. In these and similar instances no
one need be deceived by the novel or the performance;
the readers or spectators can be fully aware that they are
not reading a factual account or seeing a genuinely old
man. Indeed, if they were not so aware their reactions
would be different. The spectator who responds to the
stage performance as to an actual event has made a serious
mistake; many events on the stage would be too painful to
contemplate if they took place in real life. This kind of




awareness has sometimes been described as “‘aesthetic
distance,” but it is the same feature that was above de-
scribed as the “unreality” of the imagination. Sartre ex-
presses this fact by saying that the image ‘‘contains a cer-
tain nothingness.” He continues: “However lively,
however affecting or strong an image may be, it is clear
that its object is non-existent” (L’Imaginaire, p. 26). For
Sartre, when someone imagines the face of an absent
friend he is supposing that the friend is present to him,
which ex hypothesi he is not. A person who forgets that he
is imagining, that his thought is supposal, not fact, has
made the same mistake as the spectator who thinks a real
murder has been committed on the stage. The sense in
which imagination may provide, in works of fiction, for
example, a “truth” that is not conformity to actual fact can
thus only be that the world which is supposed is a possible
one, in the sense that it is self-consistent. Those who claim
that the imagination gives another “truth” must be extend-
ing the meaning of the word in a way that requires
justification, or at least explanation.

What has just been said also serves to point to a solution
of the difficulty of the idealist account, that of the actual
mode of existence of the work of art, whether it is in the
mind or is the physical object it is ordinarily taken to be.
Against the idealist view it is normally asserted that what
is criticized in a work of art is the work itself, not its effects
on the imagination, which would be private to each per-
son; the critic thinks he is talking about a public object.
The solution lies in the ambiguous nature of the work of
art, as Sartre stresses, in that a picture, for example, can be
viewed either as paint on canvas or as a picture of an ab-
sent friend. The picture does not produce an image of the
absent person, but, as Sartre says, we respond to the pic-
ture in some of the ways in which we would respond to the
friend himself, albeit we are aware that he is not present.
The ability to respond in this way is the imagination, but
the response does not require a flow of imagery in the
mind. To have established this is one of the merits of
Ryle’s account.

Mimesis. It is now possible to see the connection be-
tween many of the various, apparently disparate uses of
“imagination.” The man who is thoroughly immersed in
reading a story, who is almost dreaming it, is very like the
child who is fully occupied with pretending to be a bear.
These are in a position similar to that of the man who is
taking the behavior of a young actor on the stage for that of
an old man. There is a common element in the behavior of
all three, which is shared by the man who is supposing
that something is the case, though his activity is less full.
This man, again, is not dissimilar to the person having a
mental image, who is fancying or supposing that he is
seeing or hearing something he is not seeing or hearing,
although aware that he is not.

All of these notions are related to an earlier account of
art, the Greek mimesis, or imitation, although it has often
been thought that there was a radical difference between
them. Aristotle’s idea of an “instinct of imitation” in the
Poetics (1V, 1) is not entirely unlike Ryle’s account of the
imagination. In both cases there is something unreal about
the activity, as Sartre has tried to indicate by his talk of
“nothingness” as a feature of imagination; in these areas
the implications of normal life do not hold. Thus, in spite
of the apparent diversity of usage, there is a “family like-
ness,” in Wittgenstein's phrase, between the various
terms, which makes talk of “the Imagination” legitimate.
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