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Introduction: Hillel Weiss
Comparison of Versions: Boris Kotlerman
[dentification of Sources: Abraham Yossef

Or Tora

The youthful writings of Shmuel Yosef Czaczkes of the Buczacz period
(1903-07) began with poetry, and continued on to short stories and journalistic
reports.! These are not considered important writings that portend the later
development of the writer S.Y. Agnon nor even suggest his latent potential.?

1

For a list of works see Isaac Bacon, Agnon ha-tza 'ir, The Yiddish Chair at Ben Gurion Uni-
versity (1989), pp. 251-53 {in Hebrew). «

Bacon, op. cit.,, demonstrated continuity and evolution between the Buczacz stories
and their successors in terms of motif, situations, and content. In contrast, Daliah Hosh-
en vigorously disputes the value of the Buczacz period in her dissertation “"Agnon’s
writing: An Additional Link in the Aggada and Midrash Literature” (2000). In a chap-
ter entitled “Locking back - The Tczaczkes Publication,” p. 149 nn. 1380-82, she
refers to Agnon's words in Me-atzmi el atzmi, pp. 357-58: "Thank God, of my childhood
poems, not a single one has remained.” Agnon’'s disavowal is excessive. At least one
published poem about Jerusalem was quoted in Oreach note lalun. See Dov Sadan in "The
First Year and the Youthful Poems,” in On Shai Agnon {Hakibbutz Hameuhad, 1969},
pp. 125-38:; 139-54. Agnon assigns significant importance to his poem “Gibbor
Qatan” (1904). See Me-atzmi el atzmi, pp. 351-61. Daliah Hoshen analyses Or Tora on
pp- 152 and 183-87 of her dissertation. According to her theory, she shows that the transi-
tion from Tczaczkes {Czaczkes) to Agnon is a revolutionary one, and is associated with the
ability of Agnon’s text to "swallow” and "spit out,” i.e. the ability to compress the tannaic
aggadot, especially using linguistic allusions. The highly charged text becomes entwined in
midrashic channels and is merged with them, creating what she terms an onto-textual status.
She deals only with a small number of text comparisons of different versions of Or Tora, in
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It was only after Agnon immigrated to Israel that he arrived at “a new (and
deeper) perception” and developed the characteristic Agnonian world of cre-
ation. At the same time, prominent scholars® were intrigued by the question of
what the Czaczkes — Agnon* oeuvre nonetheless concealed, if only allusively.
We propose that this early period 1s also of great significance, especially as 1t
pertains to developments that took place in the Jaffa and Germany periods. An
important example of this is the development of the Sippure Polin (Tales of
Poland). We can thus discover meaningful and sequential elements in Agnon’s
work that began in the Buczacz years. In this chapter, we will focus on the
only story written by Agnon that survived from the Buczacz period as an
autonomous story with its original title. This is not an antiquated story
discovered in some forgotten periodical, but one found in every compendium
of Sippure Polin from its beginning, and in all printings and editions. The
story is entitled "Or Tora” and, for editorial reasons, seems to have been
pushed more and more towards the end of the collection of Sippure Polin’
“Or Tora” was placed after two other stories dealing with the Jewish-Gentile
dichotomy and involving the “Jesus the Jew” motif. These two stories are
“Nifla’ot shamash bet ha-midrash” (first published in German in 1916% and
then “Ma'ageli Tzedeq” (1923),” which is the longest and most developed of
the three stories. The story before Or Tora is “Cherev Dubish” (1925}, which
deals with a Gentile bandit® whose sword touched the drops of wine from
the Jew’s kiddush. Thereafter, the sword rests on the Sabbath and restrains
the sword of Esau - who lives by his sword. The fabric of motifs associated
with blood, blood libel, and the prevention of such malicious conspiracy is
connected with the concept of the separation between Israel and the nations,
and is vaguely bound up with the whole series of Poland tales.

particular with three verses alluded to at the opening of the story, and in the midrashim that
she sees intertwined in the story. «
3 Sadan, op. cit.; A. Band, Nostalgia and Nightmare, Yehudit Tzveik, Dissertation on the Ger-
man Period (1968); Shaked, Omanut ha-sippur shel Agnon (1976}, Bacon, Agnon Ha-tza'ir
(1989); Dan Laor in Chayye Agnon (1998) (in Hebrew), «
Arnold Band, Agnon before he was Agnon. 4
Ha-aretz, 17 July 1925; Kones le-Polin, Sippure Aggadot (Hedim, 1925). 4
Agnon Aliasberg, Polnischen Juden (1916). 4
“Haolam” (Berlin, 1923), Vol. 11-12, pp. 236-37. 4
The situation of the Jewish Gentile, the robber chief, the thief with tefifin, was conceived at

QO =1 o o

the opening of the story "Bi-levav Yamim" in Efu Ve-elu, a development that he apparently
began to work on in 1926. 4
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"Or Tora” was first published in Hamitzpe, 3/49 (7 December 1906).° It is
one of three stories published together under the general headline of “light
fiction.” Under this headline, there is a subtitle: “Characters.” “Or Tora” is the
second story, appearing after “Ba’al ha-bayit” and, after that, "Ha-pincha’a
ha-shvura,”! which underwent well documented reworkings in “Chalomo
shel Ya’aqov Nachum,” with its most significant development in “Yatom ve-
almana.” In "Ba’al ha-bayit,” the plot revolves around two partners living in
one house. In “Or Tora” there is also a two-story building, a house and an attic;
this 1s the house of the learned and affluent Asher Baruch. The combination
of house and attic is a talmudic combination symbolizing what is revealed as
opposed to what is concealed; the high and the lowly; the world above and
the world below. It 1s also an internal conflict expressed n the character of
the rich man as against the nature of the embedded narrator. The physical
structure is also a metaphorical one, laden with paradoxes that are both ironic
and comic on the one hand, and have an additional allegorical oxymoron. Take
the example of the protagonist, the rich man Asher Baruch, who is described
as “straight-bent-over,” who also unwittingly helps reveal the “inside of the
inside,” that dimension which is hidden from Gentile eyes and actually from
all people. We will begin with the status and sigmificance of the short story
“Or Tora,” which is based on a ritual anecdote that repeats itself several times
in the story and is announced by an expression that recurs, both in its entirety

9 Some of the other stories that survived from the early period have been lost, and a very few
others were reworked into other stories. Best known is "Be'era shel Miryam o qeta’im me-
chayye Enosh” (Ha-po’el ha-tza'ir, 1909), pp. 5-10 and afterwards. See Dan Laor, Chayye
Agnon, p. 658 n. 40. This story from the Jaffa period contained a collection of stories that
developed later in Agnon’s writing. Its core, "Aggadat ha-sofer” was imported from the
Buczacz period. "Ha-panas,” printed in the periodical Ha- ‘et (1907), was later incorporated
into Toytentantz, which was written that same year but published only in 1913. See an ex-
planation in Yitzhak Bacon (pp. 120-21); "Ha-panas” has a major thematic connection to
the story “"Or Tora”: walking by the light of the lantern or the light of a candle, in order to
reveal the artist’s self. A similar theme appears in the first version of ancther important story
written in Buczacz, "Ger tzedeq,” which remained in manuscript form and was published
in Jaffa in 1910. The story best known for its late publication according to Agnon’s account
is "Chuppa shechora” which was imported from Buczacz and published in Ha-Shiloach
{1913). See Dan Laor, Chayye Agnon, pp. 94-95. 4

10 Discussed at length by Gershon Shaked in Omanut ha-sippur shel Agnon in the chapter
"Hayta ke-almana” and earlier in a dissertation by Yehudit Tzweik on the German period in
Agnon’s work. For a comparison to Yiddish and a consideration of the story’s importance,
see Yitzhak Bacon, Agnon ha-tza'ir, Yiddish Chair {Ben-Gurion University, 1989). «
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and in part: “layla layla, kol ha-layla” — “Every night, all night,” like a kind of
magical initiation ceremony. The ritual pattern ends in a disruption, the “punch
line," or ending that reveals the surprise. “Or Tora” — the light of the Torah
- unbeknownst to Asher Baruch but thanks to the candle by which he studies
Torah all night, becomes a beacon for smugglers (representing the Gentiles}.
The candle’s light enables them to avoid getting lost in the darkness of night
and guides their path across the border. The world became accustomed to the
routine but when Reb Asher Baruch died, the “light of Karolivka went out,”
and with it, the light of the world as a guide to the Gentiles. That is the last
sentence. When the light was extinguished, the Gentiles could no longer find
their way and wandered around all night. The story contains latent paradoxical
constructs that are revealed and concealed within the modest allegorical
dimensions of the story alongside absurd details, such as the fact that Reb
Asher Baruch’s wife gave him thin candles when he grew old because he no
longer had the strength to hold thick ones. The singularity of this story is that
it 1s apparently Agnon’s first obviously allegorical story,!! consciously written
for that purpose. This may be why it survived. At first glance 1t seems to be
an anecdote - a short humorous tale. Though entitled a feuilleton, it actually
contains metaphysical, kabbalistic potential. It deals with an archetype of
which Agnon is conscious from the very first version of the story, particularly
at the opening (which in later versions was moved to other parts of the story);
this is done by way of allusion rather than as a moral. The story demonstrates
and dramatizes in comic style the verse from Isaiah 60:3,' “And nations shall
walk at thy light and kings at the brightness of thy rising.” However, the

11 Also in the story "Ma’ase be-melech ve-malka,” which was not included, there is a hidden
parable but it is apparently not as well established an element as in "Or Tora.” In some of
Agnon’s earlier poetry too, there i1s a message-carrying element that fulfills a function as a
parable or with national-personal-allegorical intent. 4

12 See the Radak commentary on Isaiah 42:1; “For the sustenance of every nation, because it
is for your sake that the whole world is sustained. Every use of the word “brit’ refers to ex-
istence and that will also hold true for the light of the Gentiles as it is written “And nations
shall walk at thy light’; this light is the Torah that will go cut to them from Zion, and Israel
will be the sustenance of the nations for two reasons: First, there will be peace among all
of the nations on their behalf as it is written of the Messiah *And he shall speak peace unto
the nations’ and it is written "And he shall reprove many nations, and they shall beat their
swords into plowshares,” etc. The second aspect is that because of Israel the nations will
observe the seven Noachide commandments and will follow good practices as it is written
"And he shall teach us of his ways and we shall walk in his paths’.” <
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verse at the beginning of the Book of Samuel “the lamp of God had not yet
gone out (I Sam. 3:3) is an expression that has become a cliché. We present
the seemingly banal motif here of "Or Tora" as it appears in several places
in Agnon'’s later work and in the collections. Using this, we may evaluate the
potential and motif pattern embodied in the story.

It is written (Habakuk 3) 7*0 79X 72131 “And there is a brightness as
the light.” In the future, the brightness that is taken from the original
light of Genesis will become like the light itself if the Children of Israel
observe the Torah and commandments that I wrote to instruct them, as
it is written (Prov. 1): “My son, heed the instruction of thy father and
do not forsake the Torah of thy mother.” And it is further written (Hab.
3): "...rays issue from his hand and there the hiding of his power is
lodged.”

What is the meaning of “the hiding of his power?” It is the same light
that was laid up and concealed (at the Creation}, as it is written (Ps.
31) “[thy goodness] which thou has laid up for those who fear you.”
And what remained (ibid.): “...thou hast performed for those who trust
in thee” in this world, e.g. those who observe thy Torah and keep thy
commandments and sanctify thy great name, and profess the unity of
God in private and in public, as it is written (ibid.): “in the sight of the
sons of men.” R. Rahumai said, “This teaches us that the Torah is the
light of Israel and its lamp is a light,'* as it is written (Prov. 6): “For
the commandment is a lamp and the Torah is light.” The lamp is a
commandment, and the commandment is the Oral Law, while the light
is the written Torah; however, since the light is sustained by the oil in
the lamp, it is called light. This may be compared to a modest room
at the very far reaches of a house. Although it is daytime and outside
it is bright daylight, in that particular room, one cannot see unless one
brings in a lamp. That is the way of the Torah: although it is a light, it
needs the Oral Law to clarify its questions and explain its secrets.

7°727 7120 — Book of [llumination.

Atem KReitem [As You Have Seerl, p. 129

13 During the mishnaic period, ca. 200, the lamp itself was called a candle (73}, and so was the
light.
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“Or Tora”
The Ba’al Shem Tov was once asked a question regarding a certain
matter. He consulted the holy book of the Zofar which was on his
desk, and then described the whole event; his account was found to be
accurate. They asked him whether by briefly consulting the Zohar it
could be possible to see so far. He replied, The light that God created
can illuminate the world from the beginning to the end, so that a
person can see from one end of the world to the other. But since God
saw that the world was not yet worthy of this light, he laid it up for the
righteous and it is brought down in holy books. So where is the place
that is capable of containing such bright light; where did He hide it? In
the Torah. The Torah is God’s treasure house, and that is why we pray
“[lluminate our eyes with your Torah.” (Or hameir, parshat Pekudei)
Sefer, Sofer; ve-sippur, p. 244 (Book, Author, and Story)

And any garment that needed mending, she would take and mend on her
bed at night by the light of the candle used by her husband and sons to
study Torah into the night. And what she profited from the light of the
Torah, she would repay by the lamp of the commandment; that is, she
would pay for the oil used to illuminate synagogues and houses of study.
Ir u-melo’a — be-sha'a achat (1955}, p. 559

When he entered the city, it was night, but the night shone like daytime
because of the light of the Torah in the homes of the people of Buczacz.
They knew that man’s foundation is Torah, and they spent their days
and nights at the Torah.

Ir u-melo’'a - Harov ture zahav ve-shne ha-sabalim (1964}, p. 201

Sippure Polin represents a historiosophic dimension interwoven into a histo-
riographic one, which is the general narrative of Agnon’s work. The Poland
Stories began to be published during the German period, except for “Or Tora,”
which was published earlier — apparently as part of the German Jewish re-
naissance!? that had no small dimension of apologetics. In his stories, Agnon
challenged both the enlightened Jews of Germany, who treated Hasidism as a
thing of sanctity and pathos, as well as the Gentiles whom he perceived in the
Sippure Polin as stereotypes and in keeping with the genre. While Agnon dealt
only with Poland, it was precisely this focus, as authentic as it undoubtedly

14  Andrea Weilbacher, “Agnon and the Jewish Renaissance,” in this volume.
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was, which had an additional provocative dimension. During the Buczacz pe-
riod and the Jaffa years, Agnon was still not dealing straightforwardly with
stories that contained an attempt to understand Jewish history with a historio-
graphic or panoramic focus. In "Agunot” (1908), Ve-hayva ha-eqov le-mishor
(1912), and in “Be-aliyyat neshama,” the last chapter of Ha-nidach published
in the Jaffa period (1909), one may find a generalized perspective that con-
fronts the practices and situation of the Jews as a community, as a society
with the historical enigma of Judaism. Apart from a few of the poems, all the
Buczacz stories deal with local impressions, matters of lifestyle and culture.

However, in the newspaper report /r ha-metim, published in Ha- ‘et (1907},
and in the story “Or Tora” of that same year, one may already detect Agnon'’s
general principles of Jewish existence and his interest in historical, mythical,
and historiographic subjects, reflecting etiological lessons. In “Or Tora,”
Agnon describes the rhythm of Jewish existence vis-a-vis the Gentiles; the
story’s background contains a metaphysical ontological construct.

This thing is known, because the Gentiles also know this, but they are
the types who know but don’t know what they know, and sometimes
they prophesy and don’t know what they are prophesying.

They see only the exterior, only the outer shell, sometimes they also see
the inside but the “inside of the inside” they will never see. The light
within the light they do not feel with their simple intellect; in their eyes,
even mirrors are flat. And if anyone tells you otherwise, you will know
that he doesn’t understand.

These are the first lines 1n the Buczacz version (1907), which in a comparison
of versions move from square (2) to square (82) in the later versions. Their
logic and rhythm are transferred to different rhythms in the story, such as the
language of the leitmotif, the refrain of the initiation, “every night, all night”
which is repeated seven times in this short story. These are the hidden events
that are concealed with cyclical regularity in the night of exile alongside the
routine occurrences, such as the nightly smuggling that goes on in the border
town, with the smugglers walking nightly to the light of the candle shining
forth, a light that is none other than the light of the Torah. One of the tech-
niques in the story is connected with the echoing sentences hidden through the
story, such as: This house is the home of Reb Asher Baruch; Reb Asher Baruch
is the town’s “rich man.” This establishes the endless routine like the text con-
cealed in the story “Be-metzulot,” which establishes the magical initiation rite.



<< Chapter >> Home | TOC
240 Hillel Weiss, Boris Kotlerman, Abraham Yossef

“Every night, all night” is connected with the verse: “It is the burnt offering
which shall be burning on the altar all night until the morning... . The fire shall
ever be burning on the altar; it shall never go out” (Lev. 6:2, 6). The spiritual
activity, which is unaware of the use that is being made of it, is what makes
the criminal activity possible: the act of smuggling, which is the business of
Esau, who, even in his worldly affairs, is dependent on the light of the Torah,
the light of the lamp of Jacob, otherwise he would not find his way. Neither
Esau nor Jacob are aware of the additional uses made of the lamp that sustains
the world.

Here, the well-known motif is embodied in the talmudic adage: “The whole
world maintains itself for my son Hanina, and Hanina maintains himself from
a measure of carobs”; Babylonian Talmud, tractate Berachot 17b: Every day
a voice emanates from Mount Horev and says: “The whole world is given
sustenance for the sake of Hanina my son; and Hanina my son 1s satisfied with
a small quantity of carobs from one Shabbat to the next.”

In the basic story there are several focal points that structure the outline of
the anecdotal story: the characterization of the locale, of the house, and of the
man are intertwined. The hero of the story, Reb Asher Baruch (based on the
verse: — MK 0121 T2 - Blessed above sons is Asher} is a rich man, which
accordingly includes an ironic element. Rich men and community leaders
in general are anti-social characters in Agnon’s writing, as in “Ha-mahalakh
he-chadash,” the realistic trend in Hebrew literature that flourished at the
beginning of the twentieth century. Here however, at the same time, the rich
man is an exemplary scholar who devotes the entire night to study. Therefore
the structural and paradoxical antithesis “straight-bent-over” is a meta-
ideological contrasting pair that works at the deepest level of the story. The
motto of the story, “night was created for the sole purpose of study” (Fruvin
65a), appears in the Buczacz version (1907) with a generalized, feeble, and
perfunctory mention of the source where it mentions “books,” and not a real
reference source. In a later version, particularly in an edition of Kol Sippure
(1931), Agnon did not dare not to cite the precise talmudic source, namely
Eruvin 65a, where in the classical Viina Shas the citation is not “X*?°>” (night)
but rather “R7P0" meaning “moon,” as a metonymy for night. See Agnon’s
version, also the Mishna Berura 238:1.

Agnon scholar Dalia Hoshen found a version identical to that of Agnon
in the Babylonian Talmud in manuscript, where the wording is precisely that
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of Agnon’s moral.!® The subject and motif of Torah study, particularly into
the night, the ceaseless diligence, and the method of study are accorded an
important place in several central stories in Agnon’s oeuvre. The dedication of
the scholar to his principles without deviating a whit from his mission and his
diligence, become one of the central cores of the ethos in Agnon’s work, as in
the story “Ma’ase rabi Yosef or tora li-shma” (1925) (Elu Ve-eld), and in many
other stories.

Here, in the story “Or Tora,” however, there is a strikingly ironic approach
to a character who is unconscious of the consequences of his deeds, of
what is happening beneath the surface. The man himself is ridiculous and is
a forerunner of Reb Yidel, the hero of Hachnasat Kalla who also “devoted
himself to Torah and to prayer.”

In the version used in "Ha-tequfa,” Agnon changes the name of the small
town from Lovova (suggesting nifvav = endearing) to Korolovka (royal), see
in “Qedumot”: “Poles would call their king Carol” (Efu Ve-elu, p. 353). It may
be that, in so doing, he promotes the town'’s status to a kind of city of a god;
that is, the image followed by the Gentiles has an allegorical dimension, and is
a kind of messiah.

They would walk by its light. “And nations shall walk at thy light and
kings at the brightness of thy rising.” In a similar vein it was written of
the Messiah: “ And he will teach us of his ways” (Isa. 2: 3).

Tractate Baba Batra 4a: He extinguished the light of the world as it is
written: "For the commandment is a lamp and the Torah is light. Let
him go and engage himself with the light of the world, as it is written:
“And all the nations shall flow unto it” (Isa. 2:2).

The large house of the affluent Reb Asher Baruch “Torah and greatness to-
gether in one place” is an expression that was used regarding Rabbi Yehuda
ha-nasi. "We have never found Torah and greatness together in one place.”

15 Hoshen, p. 187 n. 1612; Eruvin 65a. The text reads: "xo7% X9X 8110 "12°K ®0.” However,

see the Munich mss. of "7%"2 127k X" and the Oxford mss. 32. It is an interesting point that
Agnon did not refer to the accepted published version.
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Boris Kotlerman: Comparison of texts

Key

Bold - Change in spelling or version

[talics - addition or deletion

Bold, italics — change in spelling or text in some of the versions
Square brackets — change in punctuation

Wavy underline - change in word order

The division is for technical reasons only and is not related to content.

Or Tora - Analysis of Comparison of Texts

Comment

1

12

13

In the Germany 1916 version, the motto which had not been in the ear-
lier 1907 Hebrew version, appears, also in 1920 and, beginning in 1931,
the motto appears accompanied by a quotation from the Talmud. The
motto says that all alternative activity is improper — night was intended
for study, that is what Jews should do. There is also a grotesque aspect
related to a later description in the story of how the fat/slender candles
were held... .

Beginning with the Germany 1916 version, the summary and conclu-
sions that appeared at the opening of the 1907 version are moved to the
end of the story (line 98).

Beginning with Germany 1916 version, the name of the city where the
story is set is changed from Lovova to Korolovka — reason unknown.

In later versions, beginning in 1931, “And few men within it” — full
correspondence to the language construct in Ecclesiastes.

In the 1920 version, the rhyme heightens the satirical effect.

In the 1920 version, the word 712°771 again is an exaggeration that
heightens the satirical element that was deleted in the 1931 version.
Beginning in the 1931 version, the expression “batei midrashot’
(“houses of study”) was omitted.

In the Ha-tegufa version, the name Asher-Baruch was hyphenated.
Beginning in 1931, no hyphen; the name appears as Asher Baruch.
Beginning in the 1931 version, the description of Asher Baruch is omit-
ted as “great in Torah” as in the Ha-tequfa version, and becomes more of
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14

15

16

19
20
21
22

25
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a parody. He is only scholarly and rich - contains a tone of reservation.
Beginning in the Ha-tequfa version, Asher Baruch’s house is described
as “"spacious” and not as “tall” as in 1907 version; i.e. the simple adjec-
tive has been replaced.

Contrast between the tall house and the bent-over Jew, but the Germany
version makes mention of the scholarly behavior that caused his bent
posture.

Beginning in the 1931 version, the winter house is not mentioned and
the functions of the house are reduced - besides the house, there are
only a kitchen and a shop - Asher Baruch'’s status is called into doubt.
In the 1920 version, adherence to the description in a “Woman of Valor”
(Proverbs 31), which lessens in later versions.

Beginning in the 1931 version, shortening of automation in the descrip-
tion of child-rearing.

Abridged description of the wife’s activity.

Beginning in the Ha-tequfa version, expanded description of Asher
Baruch studying in his loft (see also line 18, expanded description
beginning with Ha-tequfa version).

The leitmotif 1s first established in the 1907 version but is still not firm:
“At night R. Asher Baruch sits and studies, all night, he sits and studies
by the light of a candle.” Beginning in the 1920 version, the leitmotif is
tightened — “every night, all night,” a predominant expression that will
recur as a motif.

26-28 Description of the candle between Asher Baruch’s fingers in 1907 ver-

30

33

34

35

ston as “crushed between his fingers” and n the Ha-tequfa version and
later “upright between his fingers” also attests to the nature of study.
Omits the verb “ApP1" in the Ha-tequfa version and begins to use “jni”
as of 1931 version.

Changed name of town from Korolovka to Korolovki as of 1931 ver-
sion, Ukrainian ending.

The word "many” became “several” in the Ha-tfequfa version and, as
of 1931, there is no quantitative description of the customs smugglers
mentioned in the 1907 version in quotation marks. In the 1920 version,
they are known as “customs carriers” and, as of 1931, they are called
customs smugglers. The comment — “without the customs officer’s
knowledge” mentioned in 1907 is omitted in the Ha-tequfa version.

In the Ha-tequia version onward, the region of Reisin is also mentioned -
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38

39

43

44

46

32

93

24

35

56

98
61

62

63
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Red Russia and Podolia which are close to Buczacz.

In the Ha-tequfa version “Of? 2°K3T” and in 1931 onward o7 * %"
“D7? O°RYY refers to the smugglers.

Reappearance of the leitmotif, in the 1920 version expanded description
of the border guards, customs officers and policemen; i 1931 descrip-
tion shortened.

In 1920 version onward reappearance of the leitmotif as a refrain, in
1921 no mention of “al ha-Torah ve-ha’avoda” as in the 1920 version.
Beginning in 1931 version, the stylistic expression “1"3'¥? 73w N1 X?”
("did not close his eyes all night”} is deleted and replaced by a simpler
description.

Again, reappearance of the leitmotif “every night...” beginning in 1920
changing the professional designation of the customs smugglers. In
1920 called customs carriers as in Buczcaz version (see line 34) but this
time without the quotation marks.

The 1952 version omits the hyperbole in 1920, 1931 versions “to
complete one hundred blessings a day.”

In 1920, 1931 versions, order of activities Asher Baruch performs to
stay awake is changed.

In the 1920 version, Asher Baruch's wife “brings up to him a peck of
candles” as compared with “brings him candles,” a simpler description
of the activity.

In the 1931 version, it mentions that “all of the smugglers in Korlivaki
go out in groups” while, in the 1920 version, it only states that "the cus-
toms carriers are divided into groups.” The 1931 version has the status
of parody.

Again a change relating to the smugglers: “1921” (those) in the Ha-
tequfa version and in the 1930 version onward "0in” (from them) the
MW 1 in the 1920 version becomes “2"*" a use of the accepted ini-
tials (to denote whiskey) from the 1931 version onward.

The 1952 version shortened the description of the smugglers.

Preserves the symmetry of the parallelism in the description of Asher
Baruch.

In 1907 version his illness is also mentioned, noting that despite his
illness, he still studies.

In the later versions, beginning with 1920, it mentions that he is
conserving his strength.
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Grotesque description of the slender candles his wife brings him,
against the description of conserving his strength — beginning in 1920
version.

Preserves the rthythm using the leitmotif - 1920 versions and onward.

In 1931 version, the comment of earlier version “old and full of years”
is deleted, raises his status.

Again the leitmotif/refrain from 1920 version onward.

The 1920 version mentions “to be engrossed in the words of Torah™ and
in 1931, “to be engrossed in Torah™ - raising the status.

Omits the description which is self-explanatory — in describing the can-
dle in 1931 version.

Still deliberating the professional term for the smugglers - in 1907,
1920 still adheres to the idea in the motto: “they didn’t know where
they were going” and in 1931, the simpler description “And they didn’t
know how to get back.”

In the 1920 version onward, the description of their hometown follows
that in Psalms 107:4.

In the 1920 version onward, “the morning was light” corresponds to the
description in Genesis 22:4

79-82 In 1920 version, a shortened description of getting lost and finding the

83

86

89

90

way.
Beginning with 1920 version, “we wandered lost all night” corresponds
to Psalms 107:40.

In 1920 version, “they told him,” cf. “they recounted to him” in 1931
version and onward, and omitted the matter of losing the way appearing
in 1907 version.

The text appearing at the beginning of the story (line 2) in the 1907
version appears in later versions here.

An explanation is added to the ending of the story regarding the simple/
material light, etc.

91-92 Changed the description of time; time is telescoped between the death

93

of R. Asher Baruch and the news of it — the dimension of the ending in
later versions has become more mysterious.

Only in the 1920 version does the rhythmic sentence appear “he proph-
esied and did not know what he prophesied.”
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The Miracles of the Sexton of the Old Beit Midrash
Niflaot Shamash Beit Ha’Midrash Ha’Yashan

Miracles as a Genre
The Preface before the Preface

Introduction: Hillel Weiss
Comparison of Versions: Boris Kotlerman
Links and Identification of Sources: Abraham Yossef

The word MX?D1! “miracles” establishes the genre, which is an ironic-comic
miracle tale, which reaches a climax toward the end of the story, and concludes
with a bout of inebriation shared by Jews and Gentiles alike as they celebrate
a temporary truce. At the beginning of the story there is a synopsis, written in
small letters as a kind of magame or rhymed prose. This indicates a problem of
complex and surprising composition, as though not really connected. This syn-
opsis introduces the story’s protagonists: the sexton, the yarmulka, the rallit,
and “more of another thing,” hinting apparently at the tension with that “other
thing,” the addition that complicates the story, the struggle with the Gentile
world. It might be mentioned as an epithet for swine, which is known as “the
other (unmentionable) thing” or perhaps the “other” in the sense of the evil

1 The genre of the miracle tale, usually used in the plural - “miracle tales,” is regarded in var-
ious ways. For example, in Ir I/"Meloa — “Mazal Dagim” (1956), p. 631: “Buczacz, just as
it is full of Torah, is full of knowledge and is not fond of miracle tales that have no parallel
in nature. Buczacz likes things as they are; as they happened, so they are recounted here.”
See also Shira (1949), p. 344: "It is not miracles and surprises that the heart requires but an
answer to questions that did not find words.” On the other hand, the entire tale of “Hachna-
sat Kaila" is a kind of "The Miracles of Reb Yudel Hassid,” an expression that appears time
and again in this picaresque novel, and especially in the rhymed parts: ibid., p. 316: "And
thus they sat for hours untold, as the barkeeper miracles tales did unfold.” It is a tale that de-
viates from nature, usually told in the vernacular, creating an unsentimental or ironic view-
point. At any rate, this subject is worthy of further consideration.



<< Chapter >> Home | TOC
276 Hillel Weiss, Boris Kotlerman, Abraham Yossef

inclination (the other spirit}. In German, 5911 17w “another thing” is translat-
ed as “etwas anderes.”? The one who gives meaning to the whole series of fre-
netic and comic events is the Guardian of Israel who neither sleeps nor rests,
Divine Providence. The writer as narrator is the typesetter, uniting all of the
peculiar pieces into a meaningful whole: He is the one who represents this in
his art: “All of these have been joined together in this tale,” a kind of pseudo-
primitive affirmation of the success of the tale despite its seeming confusion.

The irony, created by a super-narrator, is directed at all of the characters in
the story and at both groups, Jews as well as Gentiles. This does not detract
from the horror story hovering in the background, which is directed only at the
Jews, the looming possibility of a blood libel erupting against them.

This is alluded to in the ominous phrase: “if only what could happen will not
happen” (para. 25), a libel that for once does not materialize in this story. The fear
of the outbreak of a blood libel is a constant threat to the Jews. But it is not only
fear that is interwoven into the comic. Within the frivolous tone in which the tale is
narrated there is a central and serious purport that suggests the distinction between
the Gentiles and the Jews. The tale itself1s a provocation. This, in the final analysis,
1s sufficient cause for blood libel, elaborating upon and perpetuating as i1t does the
notion of chosen-ness behind which the narrator positions himself. This concept
is rooted in the concept of separation that is expressed in the piyyut recited at the
havdallah service at the closing of the Sabbath. This is repeated in the blessing,
"Who separates between holy and secular, between light and dark, between Israel
and the nations, between the seventh day and the six days of creation.” This, in
contrast to the liturgy quoted in para. 22, which does not mention the separation
between “Israel and the nations.”

The story represents a kind of revenge against the Gentiles. This is already
discernible in the motto of the story, the verse: “Let my adversaries be clothed
with shame and let them cover themselves with their own confusion, as with a
robe” (Psalms 109: 29), which appears only as of the Berlin 1931 version, the
story’s third reprinting.

2 Gustav Krovanker, The Creation of Agnon, translated from German by Ya'akov Gottshalk,
shows that the story was translated in 1916 by Max Meyer. «

3 Astory with the summary at the beginning is a popular technique for presenting a synopsis
of the plot in the form of rhymed prose, as in Ve-hayya ha-eqov le mishor and especially in
"Hachnasat Kalla,” a kind of imitation of traditional morality tales, tales that reverberated in
the domain of Jewish culture but were not identified as Hasidic tales but rather tales of pious
people. o
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The story opens with the havdallah, at the end of the Sabbath, a point in time
that is also a point in space constituting the starting point of the story, which
presents the beit midrash as compared with the church.* Opposite the “house
of God,” stands illuminated “the house of their veneration,” which - in the
first version — was “‘the house of prayer.” God made each of these i1n contrast
to each other. As compared with the story “Or Tora” (Buczacz, 1907), where
the light of the whole world shines forth from the aitic of Asher Baruch, here
the light shines forth from “the house of their veneration.” This is a suspicious
and strange phenomenon to the Jewish sexton, who is not familiar with the
possibility of light in a church at such an hour. This light is actually a sign
of shame because it illuminates the transgression — the theft — and represents
evidence of the presence of a stranger inside.

The opening is interwoven with an absurd situation, whose excesses - the
persistent and overworked repetition of objects falling alternately from his hands,
from his head, from his shoulders - turn it into a burlesque. The falling objects
include a yarmulka or kippa, and a fallit. These acts of falling express, on the
one hand, the clumsiness of the sexton while, on the other, the objects become
independent objects that function as symbols in the story. They are transformed
into “protagonists,” characters that recur in the plot and finally are extricated
from their ironic dimension into a state of ¢ikkun. They return to their proper
place (para. 95, the Ha-tequfa version). From here on, the sexton’s thoughts,
steeped in superstition from the beginning that the repeated falling of the kippa
and tallif are a symbol attesting to the righteousness of his unsophisticated
thoughts: "It is something.” In other words, this is a "sign,” a portent from on
high.

The burlesque or nonsense contains within it the horror, the news of a blood
libel from which the Jews are saved. " And they wished to harm all of the Jews in
the city,” as in the Megillat Esther, and from this a Purim Katanis created which
is a small carnival, expressing the joy of salvation from a palpable danger.

The starting point — the first scene is the old beit midrashwhose location is not
specified, a kind of tale outside space and time (1f we do not accept Fruchtman’s
interpretation).% It is possible that such an event was also possible in Buczacz, as

4  See Ruth Ginzberg, “The Time and Place of Time: On Bakhtin’s Chronotope.” Jerusalem
Studies in Hebrew Literature, 19 (5763): 350-69.

5  See similar situations in Sefer Ha ‘Maasim. 4

6  Dov Fruchtman in his article “The Miracles of the Sexton of the Old Beit Midrash” speaks
of an event that took place in the city of Colomia, which is near Buczacz, in 1870. This
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example of such an institution in other towns. The place is a place of spirits,

a site of demonic potential, where miracle tales could take place.’

The Miracles of the Sexton was included in its first printing of the 7ales of

Poland (1916) in German.® This is an anecdote, seemingly humorous, which
differs from the 7ales of Poland, which are ethnographic or early stories dealing

wit

h the earliest metaphysical or the symbolic trans-historical history that is

interwoven into the historiography rooted somewhere at the beginning of time.
“Aggadot Mini Kedem” - this story seems to belong more with the social
stories, the stories of Buczacz written by Agnon in his youth, which deal with
unusual characters in the community or entertaining trifles such the story Ha-
ganav. The justification for inserting The Miracles of the Sexton into the 7ales
of Poland arises from the development of the theme of the havdallah, which

rev

eals the laws of Genesis,” mythic laws, the laws of existence between Jews

and Gentiles, therefore making it suitable to be included among the Zales of
Poland. This story raises the issue of the relationship of Jacob and Esau and

event appears in the book Zichron Le'rishonim, by Rabbi Hayim Zvi Domitz Teomim
{1914), where a story takes place that Fruchtman believes “most certainly represents the
detailed source for Agnon’s tale.”

Synopsis: A Jewish military man, Eli Kessler, passed in front of the Greek Catholic church
at midnight and saw a lit candle through the window of the church. This aroused his suspi-
cion, so he went to call the police. They found the attendant of the church and with him, the
stolen object. The thief had dressed the statue of their savior in taffit and kippa to throw sus-
picion on the Jews. The church utensils were found, and the Jews were saved from a blood
libel. 4

The beit midrash in Buczacz is place of longstanding scholarship, as compared with the
shtiebef or klaus or Hasidic beit midrash. According to Dov Fruchtman's interpretation, the
story of The Miracle of the Sexton of the Old Beit Midrash was about an event that took
place in Colomia. The full phrase "the sexton of the old beit midrash™ appears one more
time in Agnon’s writings, and 1s associated with the comic figure who appears also in other
stories. This is not the place to elaborate, but to state merely that the character in this story is
a stereotype of a sexton.

Ir U'Meloa - Besha'a Ahat (1953), p. 586: "Michel Ber the sexton of the old beit midrash.
The world thinks that Michel Ber was beloved by our rabbi because every day he would
bring him ten men for a prayer quorum, that he was one of those silent types who do not
trouble anyone with talking. If that is the case, how do you account for his affection for the
sexton during his first days when our rabbi would recite all of his prayers in the beit mi-
drash. No, it must be that our rabbi liked Michel Ber because he was clever.” 4

Polnischen Juden. 4

Haya Bar Yitzhak, Poland - Genesis Legends: Ethnopoetics and Legendary Events (Sifriat
Poalim, 1996) (in Hebrew). o
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the distinction between them, as these relate to the patterns of behavior that are

embedded in the horror of the blood libels, which can be expected at all times.

These are connected in a series of motifs the hke of which we find 1n other
stories written by Agnon. The plot concerning the Jews who ostensibly stole the

communion wafers or the ritual objects from the church, such a “Ha'lsh Levush

Ha’badim” in fr U/’Meloa"™ as well as “Lefi Ha-tza ar Ha-sachar” in Ha-Esh
Ve-haetzim. These tales of the theft of ritual church objects and communion

wafers were at the basis of some of the blood libels.!! Therefore, this is a story
that also contains an allusion to a blood libel. The deliverance from the blood

libel is similar to that found in the later story “Ba-metzulot,” in order to outline

the basic patterns of behavior. “Ba-metzulot” was first published in Hebrew in
1917 and The Miracles of the Sexton was first published in German in 1916 but
translated from the Hebrew. One must also note that it was a later editing of the

Poland stories that brought The Miracles of the Sexton together with the later
“Ma’ase Ha-ez” that was first published in the Land of Israel in 1923, followed
by Or Tora (1906}, and “Ma’ageli Tzedeq” (1923). The latter stories share the

motif of Jews as compared with the Gentiles, including the theme of " Jesus

the Jew." The Miracles of the Sexton also tells of the theft of a tallit from the

Jews, to use as a covering for their Messiah. However, it also hints at the theft

of their Messiah himself, who must be restored to his proper place, just as the

tallit and yarmulka are returned. This 1s the first version of The Miracles of
the Sexton, when the Gentile calls the Jew by the general epithet of "Mishka,”

while the Gentile is called “Yoshke,” or Yoske, similar to popular epithets

applied in the story to the Jew — “Moshe”: "Moshki, Moshki,” in line 76; the

Gentile “our Yoshke,” para. 78. The person who expresses contempt for Jesus

in the story is not the Jew but rather the Gentile thief, the church attendant. He

stole the accessories and used them to clothe their Messiah — thereby causing

discomfiture to the police, who stormed the church when they discovered the

truth. The Jew was none other than a statue of their savior, made of wood and

stone and disguised as a Jew."? Thus does Agnon dramatize the verse that serves

as the story’s motto: “Let my adversaries be clothed with shame and let them

cover themselves with their own confusion, as with a robe.”

10 Ir U'Meloa, p. 109; Lefi Ha-tza 'ar Ha-sakhar, Ha-Esh Ve-haetzim, p. 14. 4

11 Ya'akov Goldberg, “The Relation of Polish Society to Jews,” Jewish Society in the Kingdom
of Poland and Lita {Jerusalem: The Zalman Shazar Center, 1999) (in Hebrew}), p. 39 n. 38. 4

12 Jesus as Jew is a prominent motif; see paintings by Chagall; poetry of Uri Zvi Greenberg;
Shalom Asch; A A. Kabak. o
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The story contains a series of biblical verses'® that tell the tale of Jacob and
Esau, Joseph and Potiphar’'s wife, and Joseph and his brothers, which create
part of the groundwork of the contrasting pairs of Jew versus Gentile that is
also a development of the motif of the havdaliah. For example, the refrain:
“The sexton goes back home and the policemen returns to the alehouse” appears
twice, both in para. 24 in version 1 (Ha-tequfa) and in para. 27 nearby, in the
spirit of “Jacob goes to the Lord’s house and Esau, to the public house."!*

In the story, the night duty policeman says: “And the accursed Jew came and
detained me twice now,” echoing the story of Jacob and Esau when Esau voices
his angry plaint of being supplanted by Jacob. Certain quotes in the story are
associated with the story of Potiphar’s wife, who eventually became a symbol
of the seductive matron who is also a symbol of idol worship.!> These verses are
highlighted more prominently in the later versions, such as the transition from
"And he went outside” (Ha-tequfa version) to “And he fled outside” (Berlin
version, para. 8), where Joseph left his coat behind in the hands of Potiphar’s
wife. But already one line earlier a hint appears, in para. 7: “And he saw that
he was alone and there was none with him in the house of God” (Ha-tequfa

13 Regarding the background of the biblical verses and their function, one must again note
Fruchtman’s contribution, both in this field and in analyzing the story. He is attentive to the
importance of the motto and its dramatization in the story, and to the structure of the story
divided into five acts, and offers a brilliant analysis of two biblical parallels that are difficult
to identify.

The first 1s a construct of the verses that tell the story of Saul and the lost donkeys in T Sam.
9, which parallels the search scene in The Miracles of the Sextom. " ...And he passed through
the land of Shalisha but they found them not, then they passed through the land of Sha’alim
... and they were not there. ...And when they were come to the land of Zuf, Saul said to his
lad who was with him ... behold there is in this city a man of God.” Compare this to The
Miracles of the Sexton

"And they came to the courtyard but found it not, and they came to the house of prayer, but
it was not there. They came to the house of prayer and behold, who is here at this late hour
of mght.” Both stories show the results of the search, the finding of something beyond ex-
pectation, and, with it, salvation. Fruchtman also analyzes the ironic hiblical significance of

the singular word "7Ino” that appears only once, in Deuteronomy, the section of Ha azimu:
"And he shall say, Where are their gods/their rock in whom they trusted ... let them rise up
and help you, and be your protection (10"}, Deut. 32: 37-38. He also points out the par-
allel, echoed in the story of Achan, through the use of the word "@3.”

14 Bialik, Folk song “Jacob and Esau,” and its Yiddish origins. «

15  See James L. Kugel, in Potiphar’s House: The Interpretive Life of Biblical Texts (Harvard,
1994); Levi Ginzberg, Legends of the Jews. 4
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version), which is sigmificantly parallel to “And there was none of the men of
the house there within” of the original biblical text in Gen. 39:1, telling of the
episode with Potiphar’s wife.

Only afterwards in para. 8 “And he left lis taliit and he fled outside” (Berlin
version) based on Gen. 39:12-18, can we see that a broader foundation is being
established to echo the story of Potiphar’s wife in this scene.

The Joseph story also reverberates with certain expressions: “the sack
containing the stolen object” refers to the sack of Benjamin, as well as in the
expressions “And they put him into the prison” and “ the charitable funds were
restored.” Especially, too, in the comic resolution of the story: “And they drank
and were intoxicated,” para. 64 Ha-tequfa version based on “And he took and
sent portions to them from before him; but Bemjamun’s portion was five times
as much as any of theirs. And they drank and were intoxicated with him" (Gen.
43:34), which was deleted and moved to the end of the story. This is associated
with Joseph’s brothers who are invited to the party with the governor Joseph,
whom they thought to be a Gentile. This line “and they drank and became
intoxicated and sang in high spirits until the very earth split under them all”
was moved from line 64 in version A, in its entirety, to the end of the story.
Agnon saw this rejoicing as a “happy end” that encompassed all the characters
in the story, except for the thief and the minister, and he put it near the end of
the story.

As for the violence of the Gentiles, one must note the echoes from the story
of the men of Sodom: "Guard the door” echoes “to break the door” and later
on, "And they opened the door with force and they came into the room” which
is like the motif in the story “Geshem,” the second of the Poland Tales, where
Piest!® and his men come to break down the door.

The Burlesque Ending

In the follow up in line 2 of version A, the policeman who is being poured a
drink of whiskey in a hat curses the Jews, but he is “like a good Gentile and for a
cup of whiskey and the tail of a Sabbath fish, he would not tell you what to do.”
The story ends in harmony: all the characters come together, Jew and Gentile.
The signs that portended disaster return to their proper places: “And for many
days the yarmulka never left the sexton’s head, and the ¢a/lit did not fall from

16 King of Poland in the ninth century and founder of the dynasty. «
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his hand. And the barkeeper poured his wine, and the policeman drank too
much, and the cup never left his lips. May every evildoer come to naught, and
peace over Israel.” The folk tale concludes in a happy end, a joyful closure in a
magame that has several feeble rhymes such as “ hadasha” and “masha.”

In version A, there is a burlesque maneuver toward the end, which makes an
uncomplimentary imputation against Jewish habits regarding cleanliness, dirt,
and garbage. These sections were deleted in later versions. This anti-climatic
passage highlights the fact that the 7allit shel Hekdesh" did not last very long
as fodder for the swine, para. 17, similar to the criticism of the towel roller, a
communal towel used by all. In version A, the bartender buys himself a yarmulka
and a taflit trimmed with a silver ornamental fringe to replace the one that was
stolen, and, in so doing, he calls down the scorn of the Jewish survivor. Agnon
continues to strengthen and reinforce the motif in this vein.

Of the Gentiles, version A has: “And they sang m high spirits.” And of the
Jews, version A: “And they prayed in high spirits.” Both of these passages were
deleted (lines 64, 66, 71).

17 Tallit shel Hekdesh: Elu Ve 'l'elu Hanidah, p. 39: "And Gershom takes the taflit of the fek-
desfr [meant for communal needs- tr.], folds it, and puts it under his head.” Oreachi Noteh
La'lun, 167: "They took the tablecloth off the reading table and the tallit of hekdesh and put
them under his head [of the unconscious tailor|.
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Analysis of a Comparison of Versions

Line Comment

1 In the 1931 version, the motto was added. It is an apt summary and dem-
onstrates the theme of the story. "My adversaries™ are the Gentiles who are
persecuting the Jews. The passage refers to the thief who dresses the stat-
ue of his Messiah, a former Jew, in a fallit and clothes himself in shame.
Thus, too, the Gentiles who beat the idol of their tallit-clad Messiah.

2 He eliminates relative adjectives, a process of shortening and streamlin-
ing possessive forms.

4 Continues the trend to shortening, streamlining, and deleting repetitious
elements.

3 “?MD°’M” the biblical past tense as compared with the more modern
“19B1" in the Ha-tequfa version.

7 Change in the word order in the sentence.

8 “And he fled outside” 1n the 1931 version compared with “and he went

outside” in the Ha-tequfa version. The use of the word “fled” began in
1931 evoking the story of Potiphar’s wife, which becomes a motif in
the story from that version on.

9 Beginning with the 1931 version, uses the expression “the house of
their awe” instead of the longer expression in the Ha-tequfa version, a
tendency to shorten and streamline, make it more alienated.

12 Inthe Ha-tequfa version “they do not conduct midnight” becomes “they
do not conduct the midnight #kkun” and reverts to the accepted idiom
of "NP°N O°2MY” rather than "Mxn o°oMy.”

14 “¥1"% 7 - what connects me to him” becomes “DNKT* N*37 *2 v -
what connects me to their house of awe” in the 1931 version.

15  Beyond the matter of havdallah mentioned in all versions beginning
with 1931, it is stated explicitly that it is for this purpose that his wife is
awaiting his return.

16  “D"ay1 0°72°1 The children are hungry” in the Ha-tequfa version versus
"072¥7 M0 - the infants are hungry” in the 1931 version, which as-
sociates it more closely with the expression of “J21 "2 Y MmN - in-
fants at school.”

18  Beginning with the 1931 version, the description of the cap directed at
the policeman is made concrete, “before the policeman” and not as a
random action.
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In the Ha-tequfa version, “lest he sink into melancholy” as compared
with the 1931 version “lest he fall into melancholy.”

Parallelisms in Agnon using “to sink - to fall into melancholy”:

l. Elu Ve-elu - Ha-nidah, p. 49, "And he would study in a pleasant
voice, until he awakened the love of God and His Torah in the hearts of
his listeners. His days passed like a whisper and his nights like a shad-
ow. But when he considered the purpose of this world, he was drawn by
a kind of melancholy, Heaven forbid. Once Rabbi Meshulam found him
grieving, and commanded that he take a walk every night. There were
fields surrounding the city and he would walk the fields or sit in the
shadow of a tree and contemplate the gardens.

2. Elu Ve-elu - Ha-nidah, p. 49: "Rabbi Avigdor said to Rabbi Me-
shulam, I know that it is hard for you to part with Gershom but I tell
you that it is better for him to go away to yeshiva than to be caught
up in this melancholy. If he changes his place, he will change his for-
tune. Gershom had no sooner gone away than Rabbi Avigdor was vexed
by the faction who appointed themselves their own ritual slaughterer,
Zanvil Berish, who ousted him from his position as slaughterer. And
where did they place him?

3. Elu Ve-elu - Ve-hayya ha-egov le mishor (1912, 1919), p. 100. And
God made all who saw him have compassion for him and a spirit of
success began to move him in the camp of the merchants, and everyone
gave him a silver coin so that he might succeed. Then Menashe Hayim's
spirits fell, and he sank into a great melancholy. While the sound of the
din of the market began to move him somewhat from the world of mel-
ancholy and undermined the wellsprings of grief, he said, I will go forth
and see this magnificent market because it has wondrous things.

4. Elu Ve-elu — Ve-hayya ha-eqov le mishor (1912, 1919}, p. 103. In the
holy Zohar, according to the simple explanation, one must fight one’s
appetite, which only reflects the evil inclination, and observe what the
rabbis said: If you are enjoying a meal, draw back from it. But Menashe
Hayim fell into a melancholy, the beginning of all sin. And in order to
sweeten his bitterness, he poured himself a drink, and behold he saw
that it was good, as the wisest of all men said: "wine for the bitter in
spirit.” And because a person’s inclination is renewed probably with ev-
ery cup that he imbibes.

5. Elu Ve-efu - Niflaot Shamash Bet Ha-Midrash (1919), p. 376.
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And he kicked him with his foot and went. The sexton was frightened
and he fled. And the sexton was fearful that he might fall into a mel-
ancholy at the beginning of the week, and he encouraged himself and
sang: “He who separates between the sacred and the profane, He will
forgive our sins, and increase our seed and our wealth like the stars at
night.” And the policemen turned toward the beit midrash because he
was bitter, since he had been woken from his sleep as he stood guarding
the city.

6. Al kapot haman'ul - Giv'at ha-hol (1920}, p. 356.

Many times she would come late. Hemdat asked Yael, why she come
late. Yael said that it was hard for her to disturb him from his work. In
one case, she came 1n and saw him lying on the couch, and he was float-
ing in a sea of melancholy .

7. Oreach Noteh Lalun (1938; 1939; 1950; 1953), p. 21.

And no one stretched out a hand, for the next day they were moving
and leaving this place, and what did they care if the key was in the table
drawer or in the clothes of that guest. At that time, a spirit of great mel-
ancholy entered me and I started to grieve that I was sad. And because [
grieved at being sad, my sadness was doubled.

8. Tmol Shilshom (1945; 1952), p. 97.

And above the shop was a balcony, and on it a white sign with blue
letters of the mformation office. Many times Yitzhak had stood in that
office with friends as moumful and depressed as himself. A wordless
melancholy encircled his lips.

10. Tmol Shilshom (1945; 1952), p. 110.

Sillman saw him and said that he was preparing a newspaper for Pu-
rim. Aharonowitz looked at him out of the corner of his eye and smiled.
Suddenly the mockery left his expression and the furrows of his brow
were filled with great melancholy. Aharonowitz said to Sillman, You
want to publish a Purim newspaper, to arouse laughing and derision by
jokes that you invent. But if you take my advice, take what is happening
in the country, things as they really are... .

11. Samuh Ve-nir'eh — Shnei Talmidei Hachamim (1946, 1950; 1953},
p. 22.

The acerbity of vanity, of those witty people who make a bean into an
elephant and an elephant into a bean. Rabbi Moshe Pinhas was grieved
that he wished to delude himself when he knew the truth all along.
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Melancholy entered him and came to a dark depression. When he had
overcome this depression and returned to his studying, he saw that he
had lost the joy of study. He thought, what does it matter if I study, what
does it matter if I don’t, if [ have no pleasure.

11. Ad Hena - Ad Hena (1952; 1953), p. 63.

To gather their possessions and prepare themselves for Berlin. The sol-
diers laid aside their games and began to organize their paraphernalia,
while shouting and yelling, Berlin, Berlin. A great melancholy descend-
ed upon me which shackled my limbs. [ could barely stretch out my arm
to my bags.

12. Ha-esh ve-ha-etzim — Im atzmi, Ha-siman (1962}, p. 291.
Something that did not please them. Wisely I did not tell my wife and
children about the poems that [ had composed after the holiday, which
were sad. When [ saw the withered leaves falling off the magen david,
was attacked by melancholy, and I wrote sad poems.

13. Me ‘atzmi el Atzmi, p. 58.

Between the door and the sink stood the poor and destitute, pressed and
crowded, their clothes a patchwork of faded tatters, worth not even a
hundred pennies. A melancholy fell upon me and all of the holiday joy
left me. These are Jews and those are Jews: why are these one way and
those, another?

“They woke that Jew from his sleep” in the Ha-tequfa version and in
the 1931 earlier version, the description is a correction of fact.

In the Ha-fequfa version, "if only what might be will never be,” and in
the 1931 version: "if only what could happen will not happen” - from
the Yiddish 1’1 13 7% 19 mnob X% >3 795w 1. Inclination toward
vagueness.

In the Ha-fequfa version, "N NTX — master” and in the 1931 version,
“INX W - prince.” A prince 1s any holder of an official office, a master
is an important man.

In the Ha-tequfa version: a house of prayer, in the 1931 version, the
house of their awe - an alienated term used by Jews for the church.
Parallel structures - there are sixty parallel uses in Agnon’s work using
the latter term.

In the 1931 version, there is a tendency to abbreviate the dialogue. “I
did not know, my lord,” is omitted.
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In the Ha-tequfa version, “I skipped” versus “I walked” in the 1931 ver-
ston onward, a cheerful expression reflecting haste.

Again "master” becomes “prince” in the later versions, and quotation
marks are deleted.

“And they remained” in the Ha-tequfa version, “and they stood” in the
1931 version onward, in the earlier version the sound of their shouting
is also mentioned as compared to their sound, in the 1931 version. In
the Ha-tequfa version, “And they came there” as compared with “and
they went inside the house” in the 1931 version - this is an idiom in the
1931 version, canceling out the neutrality of the tone on the occasion of
entering the house.

In the Ha-tequfa version, there is mention of golden utensils, while in
the 1931 version, it is copper utensils, lowering the status of the church.
In the Ha-tequfa version, "wrapping himself entirely in a ta//if’; in the
1931 version, “wrapped in a sa/lit”

“Could not move from his place” - in the Ha-tequfa version, character-
izing the statues, double reference to this quality of immobility deleted
from 1931 version.

38-39 “And bitter-souled people surrounded him on all sides” — a passage

41
44
45

48

49
90

52

mentioned in the Ha-fequfa version and totally omitted from 1931 on-
ward, i.e. from the 1913 version regular people cause him melancholy.
1931 version - the violence was checked in advance “no blow would
succeed.”

Reducing the description — parshat Ha azinu, see Fruchtman.

Restraint, control, and economy in the descriptions of violence.
Reduction in the section portraying violence, which was highlighted in
the Ha-tequfa version.

In 1931 version, the sentence missing in the Ha-tequfa version is complet-
ed - “like a lake full of demons, so was it full of Jews,” and in the 1931
version, “as a lake full of demons, so was the entire place full of Jews.”
Continued trend toward reducing descriptions of wrath.

In the 1931 version, the expression used “71991 1°%¥ 7WYA - brought
disgrace upon us” and not “did this terrible evil” as in the Ha-tequfa
version, and, in 1931, omits the expression “T°237 PX X211 - kept him-
self in the background.”

Beginning with the 1931 version, eliminates the redundancy in the
search description.
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Again, as of the 1931 version, use of the phrase “the house of their
awe,” an aesthetic distancing showing scorn - and the gold is turned to
copper.

Beginning with the 1931 version, forgoes the description of handing
over to the prison, in the 1931 version, omits the definite article “the”
from the phrase: they let him taste in this world from the world to
come.” This abandons the usage of the phrase as it appears in the Baby-
lonian Talmud.

Shortened description of the admission of crime; “*2" is replaced by
"IX” in the 1931 version.

In the Ha-tequfa version, it says “blows he received” (from Yiddish?)
and in the 1931 version, “blows he was struck.”

As of the 1931 version, the self-evident was omitted.

Completed observation point of the narrator in the Ha-fequfa version.
Imaginative description that was omitted as of 1931 version.

In the 1931 version, the phrase in the most appropriate form, related
to tractate Yoma appears. An ironic discrepancy is created between the
public house and the Temple.

Forgoes the verse with the negative connotation — in the Ha-tequfa ver-
sion, and uses the connotation of joy in the 1931 version.

In the transition from the 1931 version, deleted “at this time” and also
“out of kindness.”

In the transition from the Ha-tequfa version to 1931, he forgoes the
biblical language "X WN"20 - his tallit was not there” and in 1931 also
omits “because a thief took it” and no one knows who took it. This is
the point, although in the later version there 1s an attempt not to prefig-
ure what happens later.

74-75 In the 1931 version, part of the debate that appears in the Ha-tequfa ver-

76

77
78

79

sion is omitted .

In the 1931 version and onward, use of the words “Wn ¥ MOV - the
prince slapped him" rather than "7790 n°3 W 3937 — ...ridiculed him”
as in the Ha-tequfa version: more familiar behavior.

In the 1931 version, the expression is omitted.

In the 1931 version, the name “our Yashke” is omitted and with it the
ambiguity surrounding the name “our Yashke - our Jesus™?

In the 1931 version there is no magame at all in the style of the Ha-
fequfa version.
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The Ha-tequfa version makes use of the word "nilbav' in comparison
with the version found in Germany 1916. We do not have the Hebrew
original, but one can see that the word " nilbavim” appears to describe
the group of Hasidim in Ha-nidah and Bilvav Yamim (in German, it is
translated into “the joyous cnes”). There is a reduction in the descrip-
tion of inebriation.

In the 1931 version, adjectives have been omitted that describe both the
policeman and the Jews - also a description of “the pure table,” a pa-
thetic fallacy, where the Jews are seated. The 1931 version focuses the
scene on images or adjectives.

The 1931 version adds the expression “stretching out of hands,” which
portrays the wretchedness and drunkenness of the policeman. The Jew-
ish portrayal is done through showing and telling. In the 1931 version,
there is also a cheerful magame that sharpens the grotesque nature of
the occasion.

In earlier versions line 86. Quoting from the Megillat Esther — “and
many of the people of the land became Jews” (Esther 8: 17). There is
another allusion to the megilia, to the verse "And the king and Haman
sat down to drink” (Esther 3: 15).

In the last version, heightening the element of biblical language.
Description is omitted as of the 1931 version.

In the Ha-tequfa version, both the Jews and the Gentiles are party to the
drunken celebrations - this description is omitted in the 1931 version.
The use of the “"vav’ as a conjunctive in the 1931 wversion, as in
"0°27 07, restores the dimension of legend - reality retums to normal.
In the Ha-tequfa version, there is a burlesque that was omitted in the
1931 version.

Ends in a magame in all the versions, but in the Ha-tequfa version it
appears in a different typography. In later versions the typography was
changed and the format of the magame is somewhat blurred.
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Be-metzulof

Introduction: Hillel Weiss
Comparison of Versions: Boris Kotlerman
Links and Identification of Sources: Abraham Yossef

The story “Be-metzulot " appears as the seventh? of the Polin - Sippure
Aggadot sequence in the book Elu Ve-Elu, beginning with the 1953 edition
and in subsequent printings. Its premier position must be acknowledged, how-
ever, as the first Hebrew story published in Hebrew 1n the “German Period”
(1912-24), when Agnon resided in Germany after leaving the Land of Israel
late in 1912.2 The story was published in installments in the daily newspaper
Hatzefira, which was published in Warsaw on the 10 and 17 of Sivan 5677 (13
May and 7 June 1913). It is true that Agnon had already written new stories
in Germany before this date, but they were first published in German. Some
of these were tales of the earliest legends of Jewish life in Poland compiled in
the “Polin” collection 1n 1916, entitled Das Buch von der Polnischen Juden,
S.J. Agnon and Ahron Eliasberg. The subtitle of the collection is "Die legende
von der Ankuft — Legends of the Arrival (of the Jews)” — which 1s both a kind
of evaluation of the genre as well as a statement of content and purpose by the
narrator. He prefaced each of the titles in the other stories also with charac-
terizations, including two unsigned pieces that appear later in the book. The

1 Some of the links may be seen on Bar-Ilan University’s website:_http:/www.biu.ac.il/bar-e-
learn/ and select Agnon on-line. The links are mainly hypertextual, enabling the creation of
abundant multidisciplinary comments within the text. 4

2 In the Kol Sippurei Agnon edition, the volume entitled Me ‘Az U-meta (Berlin, 1931}, it is
the sixth story because it was only from 1943 that the story “Ha-Lev Ve-Haenayim” was

added to this sequence, a story that waited a quarter of a century to be artistically redeemed
from the unsigned historiographic report: Estherkas Haus, Das Buch von der Polnischen
Juden, p. 15. 4

3 The exact date is 28 January 1912. Dan Leor, Hayel Agnon (1998), pp. 88-168. 4
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first stories in the book became’ part of the central opening section of the Po-
land Tales in all editions and printings,® the stories entitled “Qedumot” (“Erste
Kunde™) and “Geshem” (“Regen”).

Later in 1925, in the Hedim version, a collection of stories of Poland was
compiled that is almost identical to the version that we know today. Between
the stories “Qedumot” and “Geshem,” “Me-shomrim la-boger® found its
way in and was apparently preferred by Agnon to the unsigned story that he
published 1n the German book Das Buch von der Polnischen Juden: How King
Saul Wahi became King of Poland. In “Me-shomrim la-boqer” a similar motif
appears, how a Jew was asked to become king of Poland. The story of R. Saul
Natanson is not mentioned at all in Agnon’s writing, except for this report,
which is unsigned’ and which is accompanied by the writer’s note: “Based on
tamily traditions” with its tone of reservation. In contrast 1s the story “Me-
shomrim la-boger,” which 1s based on a very famous story of the Jew Abraham
Fruchovmk (“Abraham the Hebrew” in “Me-shomrim la-boger™), which 1s

4 The story “Or Tora” like “Nifla’ot Shamash Bet Ha-midrash.” which appear in the rmiddle
of the book Das Buch von der Polnischen Juden, are not stories of settlement even though,
according to the interpretation proposed in this article, they are preliminary stories that
express the inherently different qualities of Jews as compared with Gentiles. See below. 4

5  Between “Kedumot” and “Geshem” in the authoritative edition appears the story “Me-
shomrim la-boger.” This 1s a later story, from 1924. In Das Buch von der Poinischen Juden
from 1916 there are six stories written by Agnon. The two opening stories, which are men-
tioned as one group in the middle of the book “Nifla’ot” and “Or Tora” and as reports or
unsigned articles, appear as “Beita shel Esterka™ and the story “Al Hamelech Shaul Wahl.”
The former is accompanied by a subtitled narrator’s comment: “Aus einem unveroffentlich-
ten Gefchichtenbuch fur die Tochter Israels (From an unpublished book of tales for Jewish
girls)”. This 1s an ingenious trick on Agnon’s part because “unpublished” means that he 1s
breaching the confidentiality or privacy of the publisher who, in not signing his name, is
ostensibly continning not to publish it. The continuation of the story, “Ha-lev Ve-ha-enayim”
in 1943, 1s an adaptation of “Esterka” which pushed “Be-metzulot” to the seventh place. 4

6  First published in Haolam in 1924, Aggadot Polin. A. Me-shomrim ia-boger, B. Geshem. 4

7 “Wie der Rabbi Schaul Wahl Konig von Polen Wurde,” Das Buch, pp. 21-31 ("How Rabbi
Saul Wahl Natanson became king of Poland™) appears in a book on the Jews of Poland after
the story “Beita shel Esterka.” Since today we know with certainty that the unsigned story
“Beita shel Esterka” belongs to Agnon because of a comparison of texts with “Ha-lev ve-ha-
enayim,” we can presume that the story about Rabbi Saul 1s also Agnon’s. This story was the
longest in the book, a full ten pages. As far as we know, there is no bibliographic reference
to it.
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a story with both Polish and Jewish traditions.® Agnon must have favored it
above a local story.

Agnon apparently did not regard “Be-metzulot” as an integral part of the
Sippurei Polin because, though already written, it was not included by Agnon
in the first version of Aggadot Polin published in Ha-tequfa (1920).° It was
only in the next edition of Sippurei Polin, in a book entitled Sippure Aggadot
by S.J. Agnon (1925), Hedim edition, that “Be-metzulot” was included.”® This
is the first compilation of stories made in the Land of Israel, soon after Agnon’s
second aliyah 1n 1925. The Poland cycle of stories in this edition included
“Ma’aseh Ha-ez,” “Qedumot,” “Me-shomrim la-boger,” “Geshem,” “Meholat
hamavet,” “Bet ha-knesset ha-gadol,” “Be-metzulot,” “Havit shel Rabi
Yohanan,” “Nifla’ot shamash bet ha-midrash ha-yashan,” “Cherev Dubish,”
"Or Tora,” “Ma’ageli tzedeq,” “Ma’ase Azriel Moshe shomer hasfarim,” and
“Ma’ase hameshulach me’eratz hakedosha.”

In the story “Be-metzulot,” Agnon unconsciously predicts or represents
the end of European Jewry, as it had been foretold from the very beginning
of Jewish life in Poland.!' According to Agnon’s central thesis,'? the earliest
Jewish settlement 1n Poland 1s associated with the refugees of the Decrees of
Shum (the Jewish communities of Speyer, Worms, and Mainz}, the beginning
of the First Crusade in the eleventh century (1096}, until the extermination of
the Jews of Europe during the Holocaust. The catastrophes that Agnon refers

8 See Chaya Bar-Yitzchak. 4
9 In this publication the group of Sippure Polin included five stories only: “Aggadot Mini Ke-
dem (“Qedumot”); “Meholat Ha-mavet”; “Bet Ha-knesset Hagadol”; Nifla’ot Ha-shamash,”
and “Or Tora.” This is the first Hebrew anthology of a group of stories under the title
“Poland.”
10 “Be-metzulot™ was first published in Sippure Polin in the Hedim version (1925). 4
11 On early Jewish settlement, see an indepth discussion in Chaya Bar-Yitzchak, Pelfin: Agadot
Reishit; Ethnopoetica Vekorot Aggadi’im (Sifriat Poalim, 1996). See Shmuel Versas, "Bein
Metziut Teunt Leteur Sifruti: Bein Yehudim LePolanim Bekitvei Agnon,” Agnon Kifshuto
(Mossad Bialik, 2000}, pp. 215-63, nos. 396-404. 4
12 Agnon tums to the tenth century in several sketches, as in the story of King Popil, who was
eaten by rats in “Me-shomrim La-boker.” In other works, the Jews settled in Poland as a
result of the Crusades, and in others the decision to wander or to emigrate to Israel is not
explained. The different stances represent clashing ideas in the various versions and
development of (Jedumot. See Versas, imd.; Chaya Bar-Yitzchak, ibid. See also Hillel Weiss,
“Parsha Rishon U’mekoroteha hahistoriographi’im,” Ko/ Haneshama, pp. 43-32, which
deals with the subject of the Crusades and the poetical meta-biography of Agnon. o
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to in the Poland Tales are mainly n the context of the decrees of 1648-49, as
in the moral of the story “Qedumot,” which quotes from the lamentation of R.
Moshe Katz of Narul. But they are all part of a historical cycle.

In his story “Be-metzulot,” Agnon points out the mevitable cyclic regularity
in the rhythm of Jewish-Gentile relations, a situation produced by the very
fact of the Jewish people’s existence in exile. Thus, too, the concept of the
treaty arrived at by the Jews of Poland with the kings of Poland was a treaty
conceived in sin.

This was noted by Chaya Bar-Yitzchak,"” and these ideas are stated explicitly
in various places in /r U 'Meloa and Korot Bateni. The Jews are caught up in
a basic notion of sin and reform even without a sense of guilt, as in the story
“Agunot” (Jaffa, 1908), which posits sin as metaphysical-cosmic offense,
when the thread inside the veil 1s sometimes snapped and, sometimes, God
sheds a ray of kindness from above and the thread is joined. In Agnon’s work,
everything that is associated with leaving exile and its temptations is connected
to the enticements of Satan. Satan lies in ambush at various way stations en
route on the road to the Land of Israel. Thus for example, in the story Bi-levav
Yamim, pp. 496-97, the group of Nilbav Hasidim on their way to the Land of
Israel are almost lured into stopping at the market in Lashkovitz. They would
thus be repeating the actions of their forefathers who, eight hundred years
earlier, had tarried on their way to the Land of Israel by stopping in Poland. ™

In “Be-metzulot,” Agnon constructs with rhythmic and cyclic diligence the
pattern of life in exile as a misleadingly positive routine of existence - in order
to destroy it later in the story: “Jacob shall not envy Esau and Esau shall not
hate Jacob™?*[...] “For many days the villagers acted similarly,” p. 365.

13 Bar-Yitzchak, op. cit., quotes in its entirety the penitential prayer composed by R. Moshe
Katz of Narul in Poland, the beginning of which is quoted by Agnon as the moral of the sto-
ry "Qedumot.” The prayer was written immediately after the Decrees of 1648-49. The later
lines in the prayer are appropriate to the destruction of European Jewry in the Holocaust,
even though they were actually written in the mid-seventeenth century: "What shall I tes-
tify and what shall I compare to you, O Poland/ You have become weary with the chapters
on those who are burnt and with lessons on how one puts to the fire,” etc. “Agnon uses the
eticlogical myth which sought to provide a religious-spiritual justification for settling and
remaining in Poland in order to prove the opposite, 1.e. that there i1s no justification for the
exile under any circumstances....” 4

14 See also “Pat Shlexma” in Samuch Ve-nireh. Even after the new immigrants arrived in Israel,
it was Satan who received them on shore. This motif appears in many other stories.

15 Also in the opening of " Qedumot.” in the liturgical poem by Moshe Katz. 4
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But tragedy stalks at their heels. The name of the village whence came the
Jews who were drowned 1s Asonovky; in other words, a literary name that
portends tragedy (ason = J1OR).

(As far as we were able to investigate, there is no place of that precise
name. There is one of similar sound, however, but is so far away that it is
not relevant.'®) In the same way, another place mentioned in the story “Be-
metzulot” — Dimishov — is also a fabricated name,!” containing an allusion
to revenge, to a demand for blood (dam = blood), in retaliation against those
who conspire at evil. The motto appearing at the beginning of the story

16 By changing Asonoska to Asonovky, thereby changing a Russian ending to a Ukrainian or

Polish ending. See also the change of a place-name “Lovovka” in the first version of “Or
Tora” (1907) to Korlovka in the editions dating from 1916. The story takes place in Podolia,
a province in the area of Buczacz, in eastern Galicia — present-day Ukraine. Buczacz is lo-
cated on the periphery of this district.
Agnon explicitly describes the realistic setting of his story alongside an imaginary mythi-
cal setting, produced through the perspective of biblical verses. Realistic objects take on
a mythical presence. The river that cuts through the city and also the bridge play a cen-
tral role here: see para. 44. For a possible connection between Asonava and Asonovky,
see Avraham Holtz, Marot U'mekoror An Annotated and lllustrated Edition of Hachnasat
Kallah (1995), p. 248. Asonovky is near Dubrovna, which is located in Belaruss. In the local
tongue it is known as Asonava. Because the plot takes place in villages near Buczacz, which
is explicitly mentioned in the story, there is no connection between Asonova and Asonovky.
See Hachnasat Kalla, p. 343: "Such is the story of the inseparable lovers, where a man is
about to hold a wedding for his daughter and the landowner comes and kidnaps the bride
from under the wedding canopy and murders the groom. And such is the story of the people
of Asonovky whem that same landowner saw going to town to pray and commanded his
servants to drown them in the river. And such is the story of the grandfather of Kalman the
tailor, whose blood the landowner spilled like the blood of an animal or a chicken. And such
15 the story of Paltiel’s father, who was killed in the town, and like the story of his father-in-
law Peretz who was scalded with a shower of boiling tar. OQut of his pity for the murdered
and the drowned, Rabbi Yudil would recite his mishnayot to elevate their souls in order to
do them good.” Agnon presents here a thematic series, a summary anthology of Tales of
Poland and points out the connection between them. “Ma’aseh Hane’ehavim Vehane imm”
15 the subtitle of “Meholat Ha-mavet,” the fourth story, and the story of the people of
Asonovky in “Be-metzulot,” the seventh story. The technique of writing chronicles of events
that form the titles of seminal stories was already used by Agnon in the story “Ha-panas,”
from the Buczcaz period (1907). It mentions the kernel of the story “Meholat Ha-mavet”
even before it was written, 4

17  On the meaning of the Jewish names of the cities of Poland, see Chaya Bar-Yitzchak, “The
Geography of the Jewish Imagination”: Poland - Aggadot Reishit Etnopoetica Vkorot
Poeti'im (Sifriat Poalim, 1996}, pp. 26-30. o
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“Be-metzulot”: “And [why] dost thou make men hike the fishes of the sea,
[like the creeping things that have no ruler over them]” taken from Habakkuk
1:14, which is interpreted as an expression for the loss of control by the Divine
Providence over the world where “there 1s no judge and no law.” Everyone
is ready to swallow his neighbor whole, as in the vision of eternal, arbitrary
violence where “the big fish swallows the little fish.”!® Thus, the commentaries
of Ovadiah of Bartenura, Nachmanides, and Ibn Ezra, are directed in our story
not only at the Jews who were drowned, upon whom tashiich was performed,
but also at the fishermen and those who sent them. It is against them that
revenge will be taken, as in Psalms 9:13: “For he avenges blood, he remembers
it. He does not forget the cry of the humble,” which ends the lamentation 1n
memory of the martyred Jewish communities of Speyer, Worms, and Mainz
(1906).

At the core of the plot is the story of a landowner in the city of Buczacz who
“had a sudden urge” to drown the Jews who had been coming for many years,
perhaps even for generations, to pray during the High Holy Days in the district
city of Buczcacz. The tradition of this story appears for the first time in the
report written by the youthful Shmuel Yosef Czaczkes, Ir Ha-metim (1907),1°

18 See the exegetic tradition regarding the verse in Habakkuk: R. Ovadiah of Bartenora, Avot,
3,2: “...[Pray for ] the welfare of the government — even if 1t be of the Gentile nations;
“Swallow each other alive” — as 1t 1s written (Hab. 1) Thou hast made man like the fishes of
the sea; like the fish in the sea, the larger ones swallow the smaller ones, so man — were it
not for the fear of the authorities — the larger would swallow the smaller [Avoda Zara 72]:
Ibn Ezra commentary on Hab. 1:14: Thou dost make - This man for whom you created the
lowly world is considered like the fish of the sea which are permitted for eating and each
one swallows whatever is smaller than himself. And in truth, there is no reason for their ex-
istence. Nachmanides comments on Exod. 13:16. “And they consider man like the fishes of
the sea that God does not watch over them and they are not guided by principles of reward
or punishment, so that they say ‘God has forsaken the earth.” But when God chooses a group
or an individual, He will make a miracle for them even by changing the custom and nature
of the world.” 4

19 Versas mentions this in his book Agnon Kifshuto, pp. 3153-80, where the year 1902 is mis-
takenly given. He cites only some of the places in Agnon’s writing where this constituting
event is mentioned or appears. See Oreach Noteh Lalun, p. 15. Versas, 1bid., pp. 380-81:
Hachnasat Kalla, pp. 261-62 on the landowner’s wife who drowned in the place where the
Jews had been plunged into the river: the motif of revenge recalls “measure for measure”
repayment. Also, op. cit., pp. 343-44, "That a man made a wedding for his daughter and
the landowner came and kidnapped the bride and killed the groom.” Sippur Pashut, p. 185;
Oreach Noteh Lalun, p. 384; Ir U’'Meloa, pp. 31, 214, 215. Later on in the text additional
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signed under the pen name “One of the city.” From here on, 1t appears in many
of Agnon'’s stories as a constituting event and a haunting memory. We found
a similar narrative kernel of fact in the research of Yaakov Goldberg, which
deals with the history of Poland.?

And my [master] in order to silence him [the other master] and in order
to demonstrate his generosity, ordered that a wagon be loaded with
Jewish men and women, myself among them. They threw us on like
sacks, drove us to the estate grounds of the angry master, and there,
upon command, the wagon driver overturned the wagon and unloaded
us right in front of the door to the house. Upon witnessing this spectacle,
the master of the house, the guests, and all of the servants almost
exploded with laughter. Following this amusement of our masters, the
Szlachta where 1 sprained two fingers and was almost sutfocated, many
other disastrous events also befell me.

Goldberg’s book 1s full of Polish archival sources to which I have no access.
He deals mamly with various aspects of Jewish social life in Poland in the
sixteenth-eighteenth centuries. Qur story apparently took place in the period
before Hasidism, as Agnon writes in the story, “And in those days Hasidim
were not yet seen in the land, and the habits of contention were not yet known.”
Apparently, during the period of the Council of Four Lands, the behavior of
the master of the city was capricious: He could shatter the routine of life with-
out any prior warning, on a mere impulse. It is not a causal chain of events
that determined the possibility of the historical event, but the basic potential of
Jewish-Gentile relations by its very nature. The drowmng, which 1s a seemmingly
random murder, is attached to blood libel. Afterwards, there is also a rescue,
thanks to the dead, the murdered, the drowned, who came to the synagogue
on Yom Kippur and saved their fellow Jews from the conspiracy. All of these

places are cited. Versas hardly relates to the contents of “Ir Ha-metim” (1907), which is ac-
tually a synopsis of the story Ir U 'Meloa (1973), the report that the youthful Czaczkes wrote
fifty years before he began to deal with stories after the Holocaust such as “Sippurim Shel
Ir.” This proves that the basic conception of the holocaust is embedded in Agnon’s work, as
in the Jewish and universal historical consciousness, even before the beginning of history.
See the article by Yaniv Hagbi on the cultural-linguistic meta-holocaust in Agnon's work {in
print). 4

20 Yaakov Goldberg, On the Attitude of Polish Society to Jewish Society In the Kingdom of
Poland - Lithuania (Shazar Center for Jewish History, 1999), p. 39 no. 38:. Archiwum
Wibickiego (3). ed. A. Bukowski (Gedansk, 1978), p. 96. o
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events embody both the ultimate model of Jewish-Gentile relations, as well as
the notion of miraculous rescue at the cost of those who had perished previ-
ously. This gives meaning to death — a form of Divine Providence. A simi-
lar though comically drawn situation appears 1in “Nifla’ot Shamash Bet Ha-
midrash,” one of the Sippure Folin that was first published in German and
preceded “Be-metzulot.”

The reaction of the landowner, the “chief of Buczacz” and his servants, who
are implied as naturally and readily complying with his sadistic instructions, is
couched in ironic language, employing a rhetorical question that is deliberately
ambiguous. Para. 37, version 1: “Is there really no reason to fear that the
bridge might break under them and they would plunge into the depths?, and
the landowner laughed dernisively as he spoke.” The landowner’s behavior is
portrayed as an impulse, without any hint of a previous dispute or mention of
built-up animosity.

On the contrary, at the beginning of the story, it was stated: “Jacob shall
not envy Esau and Esau shall not hate Jacob because he is peaceful upon his
land.” The description of peaceful coexistence between Jews and Gentiles and
between the country Jews who are dependent on the city of Buczacz recurs
throughout Chapter 1: “The village Jews lived many days in similar fashion.”
Any outburst or change in attitude is unexpected, but the outbursts and
reactions to them 1n the story also reflect patterns of national behavior.

The story of the drowning of the Jews, in its many variations, pursued
Agnon into his major works. It was an obsessive motif. In some of his works
it appears as an earliest memory, and other motifs connected with drowning or
abduction into the water are hinted at in the earlier works of Czaczkes-Agnon.
“When I was about nine years old, I wrote a ballad of a young fellow who
went to light candles at the river on the first night of selichot, which was the
custom of young men when I was a child. And one of the water maidens came
and took him” (Me ‘atzmi el Atzmi, p. 7). Thus, too, in a later story of Agnon,
Behanuto shel Mar Lublin:

And a fiery eye?! would peer out from the ashes, just like the one that
would reveal itself in past days on the first night of selichot in the

21  See my article "Ayin Shel Esh: Mithus, zikaron, historia, vefolklor basippur Behanuto shel
Mnar Lublin,” Yeda Am — Bama Lefoilklor Yehudi, 28-29; 63-64 (2003): 7-24. Regrettably, [
did not notice at the time the importance of deciphering this important quotation, and there-
fore there is no mention of it in my article.
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waters of the Serifa. And the Jewish children would be led astray by
it and would follow it because of the water maidens who made their
kingdom under the water. And they did not know that it was the eye
of the dead people of Israel who had been drowned in sanctification of
the Holy Name, and it would peer out to see if perchance the Jews had
done penance and they would rise to stand to their fate at the end of
days. Because of the cigar that disappeared, that eye was not seen. [ hate
hyperbole. But as a parable I will say that it seems as though the eye of
bygone days had been stricken. (Behanuto shel Mar Lublin, p. 169)

The fiery eye is a warning and a memory that accompanied the Jewish people
from one generation to the next. It is the eye of Providence of the dead of Israel
which the Jewish children interpret backwards, only in a romantic meaning.

On the first night of selichot, the youth light candles and tie them to planks.
They then float them down the river “to light the way for the dead of the nation
of Israel who were cast into the river by the Gentiles as they went by night to
recite the selichot prayers” (Ir U Meloa, p. 214). There is another version on
the following page (p. 215), “And on the first mght of selichot, they would
rise from the water,” which 1s connected with the second motif. The dead
who come to the synagogue to pray is a prevalent motif in Agnon’s writing in
various forms. In Yamim Noraim, p. 281, Agnon gives a source for the story
— but only as a rumor.

Once it was very crowded in the great synagogue in Kitov on Yom
Kippur eve. Rabbi Moshe who was knowledgeable in Kabbalah ordered
the worshippers to remove their allitot. As soon as they had done so,
they immediately found themselves standing comfortably. How was this
explained? That many dead people had come to pray with their brothers
and to pray for their welfare. As soon as everyone removed their tallitot,
the dead were no longer able to hide their shrouds, and so they returned
to their graves. From then on in Kitov it became the custom not to bury
the dead in their tallitot so that they would not come after death to mingle
with the living. (Yamim Noraim, p. 281} (I heard this from A.]. Brower.)

In the introduction to Yamim Noraim, Agnon also recounts a memory from his
early childhood at the age of four; mn other stories too, Agnon describes the
practice of wrapping oneself in a ta//it on Yom Kippur eve® as an expression

22 B. Kurtzweil, Yom Kippur B'yetzirat Agnon. Massot al Agnon (1962).
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of such supreme holiness that, when the ¢(a//it is removed, this holiness ceases.

Now [ will tell you who it was that caused me to cry. The moment the
prayer ended, that splendid episode suddenly ended. Some of the men
removed their tallitot from their heads, and some began to talk with
each other. Those for whom I had felt such deep affection suddenly
changed their appearance, defacing their appearance and that of the
synagogue and of the day. And for that reason I felt sick at heart, and [
burst into bitter weeping. (Yamim Noraim, p. 5)

This childhood memory attests to a nightmare that begins from the moment
the tallitot are removed. In other stories the nightmare is one of the dead re-
vealing themselves.

In any case, the motif of the dead and the tallitot appears in the story “Be-
metzulot” apparently before Agnon was familiar with the Land of Israel, when
he was the histonian and historiographer of the Jews of Galicia to whom he
attributes the story’s origin.

This applies also in the story “Chalomo shel Shlomo Yaaqov” (Jaffa,
Jezreel, 1913), which became “Yatom Ve-almana,” and also in the story “Ha-
siman”?® (1944, 1962), where the skull of the poet Ibn Gevirol appears in the
synagogue on the eve of Shavuot and gives a sign to the murdered Jews of the
community of Buczacz.

The subject of drowning is connected to the ballad that Agnon recalls
writing in his childhood, about a mermaid who abducts her lover into the
water; in other words, the romance of death. This suggests a semiotics of
death, in the same way that the Jews are attracted to their murderers. Likewise,
in “Meholat Ha-mavet” or “Hane’ehavim Ve-haneimim,” one of the important
stories of Sippurei Polin, there is also an account of an abduction by a Polish
landowner and a burial. This motif is developed in “Ha-lev Ve-haeynaim”
(1943), a story that Agnon included i an anthology twenty-five years after
“Meholat Ha-mavet” because of the similarity and interdependence of the
motifs; an adaptation of “Beit Esterke” in the German version, a development
of the theme of drowning. See also the story “Ha-panas,” which was written
in Buczacz in 1907, and especially its development in Toytentantz in Yiddish
from that same period. It tells the story of Raphael the scribe, who was

23 The first much-abridged version was published in 1944, Pit’hei Devarim, p. 196, and the
better-known Ha-esh Ve-ha-etzim, p. 283, and at the end of /r U'Meloa, p. 715. o
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introduced by Agnon 1n the story “Aggadat Ha-sofer.” It may be that Raphael’s
immersion in the frozen waters of the river on a snowy day, an event that
changed his whole personality and his ability to write, effects a transfiguration
that is connected with the entire range of these motifs. This is especially
striking 1n “Chupa Shechora,” which later became “Huppat Dodim.”

The theme of salvation or redemption, is juxtaposed in other stories with
the theme of dance — the dance of death, or the dance of the dead as a sublime
expression of the unification of the lovers and the conflicts in these stories.
Thus, too, in “Aliyyat Ha-neshama™ (1909}, which was inserted at the end of
the story “Ha-nidach” and also in the story “Levav Enosh,” where the dance
ends in an epileptic fit suffered by the wmemaker Asher Baruch in Safed.
Likewise, R. Shlomo 1n the story “Shne1 Talmider Ha-chamim”™ in Samuh Ve-
nireh who dies as he reads the Song of Songs, and Adolf in “Kisu1 Hadam™ 1n
Lifanim Min Ha-homa who expires while singing.

The Motif of Authority

Another gquasi-historical internal Jewish motif associated with the fate of
the last Jews in Europe is connected with the link of authority between the
rustic, unsophisticated Jew or the townsmen and the rabbi of the district, or
the central authority in the region. The weakening of the rabbinical authority
is mentioned in Agnon’s writing at least from the story Ve-hayya he-agov le-
mishor (Jaffa, 1912), Tash Koah Hakira (= hakaiser yarum kevodo)* as a fac-
tor that destroys Jewish society. It is reflected primarily in the tension between
the disputes of the Hasidim and the Mitnagdim even earlier, in the story Ha-
nidah, the final chapter of which, “Aliyyat Ha-neshama,” was published al-
ready 1n 1909. Agnon saw fit to mention in “Be-metzulot” that the story takes
place in the period before Hasidism began. The village Jews, therefore, did
not hold their own separate prayer quorum as in the story “Ha-mdah,” which
was simultaneously published in full (in Hebrew in 1919, but in German

24  “Tash Koach Ha’herem,” Efu Ve-elu — Vehayya He-agov Le mishor (1912; 1919), p. 62.
Because, in those days, the authority to excommunicate someone in the name of the kai-
ser had already been revoked. Flu le-efu, *Ma’aseh Rabbi Yosef Or Torah L'shma™ (1925).
p. 426, "Where were the rabbis of Jerusalem, the defenders of the land? Why didn’t they
restrain the shopkeeper and why didn’t they excommunicate him as befits one who causes
trouble to other people? It is because the power of excommunication had already been re-
voked and obscured by overuse, because Jerusalem had declined.” 4
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already in 1917). In a large number of Agnon’s stories dealing with the subject
of Hasidism, Agnon blames Hasidism for splintering the central authority, an
act leading to discord, malicious informing, and slander that destroys the Jew-
ish world and makes a fatal contribution to the Holocaust. See the expression
in para. 12 {(comparison of editions) “And in those days Hasidim were not yet
seen in the land, and the habits of contention were not yet known.” The con-
tinuation of the passage deals with ancient connections between the Jews of
the villages and the urban centers as regards the observance of commandments
requiring public participation “in an assembly of people,” which 1s mentioned
already in the Mishnah, tractate Megila, describing the reality during the Mish-
naic period from 200 BCE). However, these regulations were actually insti-
tuted by Ezra the Scribe (in 500 BCE). Consider the expression: “In the name
of the community leader and the seven town councilmen,” the form of central-
ized government accepted in the network of Jewish communities - a system
certainly used in any deployment of settlements. Here, however, the funda-
mental purpose was to preserve the supreme authority of the Oral Law. “Judg-
es and officers shall thou make thee 1n all thy gates” (Deut. 16:18). In the story,
the nstitution of the “town council” is mentioned as in the Babylonian Talmud
tractate Megila 26a, “that the town councilmen did not sell [the synagogue]
with the tacit approval of the townspeople.”

The story “Be-metzulot” takes place during the era of the Council of Four
Lands, apparently before the mid-eighteenth century. This authority heightens
the connection between the villagers of the entire region, and their community
sohidarity, a motif that 1s of great significance mn the behavior pattemns later observed.

Making the Pilgrimage

The Jews of the villages would make a pilgrimage to the city “as on the days
when they would go up to the holy mount in Jerusalem on the three annual
festivals.” Agnon interweaves verses relating the story of the pilgnmage to
Jerusalem in paras. 15-17. The safety of those making the pilgrimage to Jeru-
salem is guaranteed, and they are given a pledge that their land and property
will not be pillaged while they are away on the pilgrimage: “And no one will
covet your land.” However, in the story, after years of routine, the opposite of
this promise happens. All the wealth and property of the village are flooded,
together with their owners. It would seem that Divine Providence has ceased
to operate. A question arises as to the ways of God. Is this irony?
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Para. 58: “It was there that the people of God descended into the depths,
precisely where they had recited the tashlich prayer to a God who desires
loving-kindness. And the waters rose once again, and it could not be known
that they had swallowed them.” However, the story does not end on this note,
but rather with the miracle of rescue from blood libel. That miracle was indeed
ghastly, and fills no one with joy — it comes with the certain knowledge of
the murder of their fellow Jews, who had crowded into the synagogue without
their prayer shawls and pulled out the body of the boy. In memory of this
event, the community of Demishov instituted the custom of not wearing tallitot
at the Yom Kippur prayers. “In memory of the drowned who came to the house
of God on Yom Kippur” (see above).

A shghtly similar pattern to the story of “Be-metzulot” may be found i the
story of R. Shimon Bar Yohai.

An uneducated Gentile once saw him and thought: Why not make fun
of this important Jew? He took a corpse and hid it in the market that had
been purified by Bar Yohai that morning. He went to Bar Yohai and said
to him : Didn’t you purify the market of so and so? He answered yes. -
And if I show you that there are other dead people there? He said, Show
me. And the Gentile showed him. R. Shimon saw by divine spirit that it
was the Gentile who had put the body there. He said, I decree that what
1s the upper [the Gentile] shall descend, and what is under [the dead],
ascend. And so it was. (Bereishit Rabba, 79,6 and parallel places)

See Sefer Ha-aggada, Bialik and Ravnitzky, pp. 192-93. Other expressions
like “7129 PR 20R” W “nAY 0w 2R~ (Kehal Yisrael raba or Kehal ke-
doshim raba), which are taken from Psalms 89:8: “7127 D°217p 7102 Y993 PX”
(“A God dreaded in the great council of the holy ones™), are expressions later
associated with the historiographic literature of destruction and pogroms from
the Crusades on, and they portend disaster. The expression recurs toward the
end of the story, after the Jews know that a decree has been issued against
them. They request to die in a great council of holy ones, para. 82.

It is also possible that the expression “Until the coming of Channuka when
the geese were slaughtered,” which 1s a statement of fact relating to the end of
the season of fattening the geese, is also a reverberating metaphor that implies
as the geese will be slaughtered, so will their owners. Likewise the expression
appeanng later, in line 24, “And a candle for the soul.” See an expression that
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is very similarly used: “The sword of war came into the world and slaughtered

the slaughterers and those who ate of what they have slaughtered,” Lifnim Mirn
Hahoma (1960), p. 66.

The Behavior of the Jews in Face of their Martyrdom -
Accepting their Fate

They first wrap themselves 1n their tallitot and exhibit no signs of either pro-
test or resistance, para. 49, “For they said, Lest we die and come to our God in
workaday garb.” Also, at the end of the story after the blood libel has been dis-
closed and what had been decreed upon the Jews, Jews come from the villages
to die together with their brothers in Buczacz.

There are stories that contain a weave of history, myth, love, and death,
leading in directions that current ways of thinking would see as pathogenic,
according to the accepted norms in generations that do not labor under
the terrible strain of martyrdom. However, in Agnon’s works, the issue of
martyrdom and the sanctification of God’s name 1s as it was during most of
the period of exile, during eras of forced conversion, malicious decrees, and
pogroms. The move to choose death as an option was perhaps connected
aesthetically to the spirit of the age when Agnon'’s story was written, the height
of World War I, which was a mixture of aesthetics, and decadent feelings of
decay, decline, sickness, and death. There is a kind of unhealthy romanticism
that emerges in Agnon’s love stories of the Buczacz and Jaffa periods. One
must see what is dominant in the story, the main components in every story
and in every group of stories within the psycho-poetic cluster.

Sometimes one finds calm control and equilibrium, while at other times
one finds unruly entanglement with no escape. This 1s what Gershon Shaked,
following the critique of Brenner on Be'era shel Miriam, called "the struggle
with the abundance of sentimentality.”? Throughout the plot, in the processes
of entanglement, drowning, and release, the rescue of the Jews by the drowned
is an extremely important paradigm that always operates paradoxically in
the fates of Agnon’s heroes. Out of the destruction and tragedy, a concealed
instrument of salvation emerges.

Toward the end of the story, when the Jews of the nearby villages learn of
the blood libel, they come to die together with their brothers in the city. This

25 Shaked, Omanut Hasippur (Hapoalim).
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is a pattern of community behavior that has internalized the commandment to
sanctify God’s name in a way that an outsider would see as suicide, murder,
and inhuman behavior. The leaders of the Shum communities required their
followers to kill the members of their household and then themselves in order
to avoid forced conversion to Christianity. The subject has been discussed at
length in recent years, particularly following the controversy that arose around
the essays of Yisrael Yaakov Yovel, which were refined in his book Shnei
Goyim Be'vitnech?® Yovel presents the classic post-Zionist position, that there
1s no value in the world that justifies the loss of life. The entire story of the
sacrifice of Isaac 1s seen in a negative hight by Israelis, or the modern-Orthodox,
as something that is unnecessary and barbaric. However, in the classic history
of the Jewish people, it is a subject of pride that nourishes the Jewish tenacity
that continues to sustain the Jewish people and the Jewish religion.

Agnon’s work embraces the traditional classic approach; to many of
Agnon’s critics this is at best embarrassing, if not fundamentally negative.?

Analysis of a Comparison of Versions

The variant versions do not reflect significant changes in content, refinement of
perception, or new insight. The story remains almost as in its original format,
except for typically Agnonian changes in punctuation that always appear in the
transition from the first version to later versions, hence the reduction 1n punc-
tuation marks. Nonetheless, the differences between the versions do contain
several points beyond punctuation revisions that should be considered. For ex-
ample, the dimension of mythical time. In par. 4 in version A, Agnon changed:
From the day there was an established community there” to “Since then and
from days of old.” This change 1s sigmficant. It moves from indicating a lo-
cality that began at a known point in history to indicating an autochthonous
place. In other words, the Jewish community in Poland 1s not a community of
exilees or immigrants with lesser rights but is, rather, indigenous to the Polish
community and grows with it. Chaya Bar-Yitzchak discusses the significance
of the autochthonous community. The story “Be-metzulot” is not discussed 1n
her book. In the story, this subject is essential to portray the serene, rhythmic,
and timeless nature of the relations between the Jews and the non-Jews. The

26 Yisrael Yaakov Yovel, Shnei Goyim Be vitnech. 4
27 In light of Granot, Hayei Agnon; Agnon Lelo Masekha. 4
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rupture of these relations is even more dramatic when no claim of encroach-
ment or refugeeism is hurled at the Jews.

In unit 9: In all the versions "because it was the law in Israel and custom
from earliest days,” which does not refer to Jewish settlement but rather to
Jewish metahistorical customs.

Unit 10 was deleted: Agnon notes in the first version that the reason for
going to Buczacz was “to bolster the house of God with their contributions
... and with the payment for their place of prayer.” In the versions that follow,
Agnon deletes all financial mention — the benefit to the urban community
from the visit of the rural Jewish community during the holidays; any mention
of economic interest cheapens the concept of the pilgrimage as a solely holy
matter. The participation of the village Jews is associated with the idea that
when the people are gathered, the occasion is more glorious and respectful,
and the rural communities, when drawn to the center, enjoy a feeling of
empowerment, affiliation, and identity.

Unit 12: Agnon truncates the verse: “They accepted upon themselves and
their posterity.” In the Berlin version, he deletes “and on their postenty,”
because the parallel form in the Megilat Esther seems too exaggerated. They
cannot accept a commitment for the children who follow after them. Agnon
reduces his sweeping use of metaphor. The story has several examples of his
disengaging himself from the use of complete metaphors by shortening verses
or eliminating formal biblical words like “amm.”

Unit 12: In the last two versions he deleted the word “seven” from the
expression “the seven city councilmen.” In fact, a search of the Responsa
and history of Jewish law shows that the number was usually not seven;
sometimes there were twenty, the Great Assembly had a hundred and twenty,
and sometimes there were less than seven. The seven were not necessarily
rabbinical judges, but rather the top political/economic leadership.

14 Agnon deletes the term " selichof’ or the name of the main piyyut “Zechor
Brit” that is recited on the eve of Rosh Hashanah, perhaps because he
refrains from over-concrete images or perhaps because “Zechor brit,” the
piyyut that recalls the sacrifice of Isaac as being a meritorious act, seems
a mockery in light of what awaits the Jews.

15 Dilutes the double repetition of the expression “kehal! Yisrael’ = the
council of Israel” and prefers “together.”
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18 Forgoes the expression "2%M-"%"1n,” which is a redundancy after the
word 711°23, which also means cheese.

19 Deletes “And they made cakes with it,” perhaps to avoid the forced asso-
ciation with the verse related to leavened bread and Passover, which does
not belong here.

20 Removes the sentimental aspect: “And for many days the children would
eat their bread with honey.”

24 This is not related to a comparison of the versions. The situation of crowd-
ing, or “filled to capacity” anticipates the crowded situation at the end
of the story. The central narrative maneuvers occur at least twice in the

story.

25 Deletes “Spread over their prayer books,” which seems to disparage the 1g-
norant rural folk. The term “spread over” appears agam later in the story.
Agnon did not want to prefigure 1t.

30 The encounter with the people from the surrounding villages creates the
solidarity and shared destiny that emerges toward the end, when they
come from the surrounding villages to die with them. The word “togeth-
er” 1s repeated, expressing the solidarity of the kehal Yisrael

36 Deleted the expression that apparently was translated from the Yiddish. The
cynical question of the landowner expressing “over-concern” “Is there
no fear” and the answer: “There is surely fear in this place,” resonant
of the biblical verse “How terrible 1s God 1n this place.” Agnon chooses
another beginning for the landowner’s speech "My heart is anxious for

them.”

40 Forgoes additional description of the landowner’s arrogant behavior and fo-
cuses on the dialogue.

45 Deletes “and they heard and they went out” because the servants sec the
spectacle, so the term “heard” 1s not appropmnate.

47 Deletes the generahzed expression “And Israel saw,” which connotes the
status of Israel’s war against Amalek and instead specifically mentions
the people of Asonovsky.

40 Deletes “Lest we die” because they are surely going to die. The mention
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of possibility, by using “lest,” undermines the sigmficance of their total
willingness to be sacrificed.

49 Deletes the echoing “DwDl O1"?Y quynNM” (“Their souls were overcome
with weakness™). This creates an association between N*?12 ALYNAY and
127DN3 QUYNTP/WDIT MBYUYN; that is too strong and artificial.

31 Again Agnon shortens the tallit segment and deletes: “they with their ta/-
fitof” because 1t seems self-evident.

53 Deletes “wrath of God, etc.” because there 1s no mention of a sin that gener-
ates wrath. The wrath belongs to the horses: “their raging blood was kin-
dled,” and again later, “they stomped 1n great rage.” The action 1s God’s
will as written in Isaiah (63:3): “I have trodden them in my anger ... and
I have stained all my raiment.”

62 Deletes a whole parodic paragraph based on a development around the
verse in Isaiah: “0NwD *73¥ W21 (“They that work in flax shall be con-
founded™).

63 Deletes the connotation that follows as placed in the mouth of the youth, "a
great and ternble fish,” for how does the youth know that the fish 1s ter-
nble. Secondly, “great and ternible”™ 1s a legitimate phrase to refer to God;
“Great and ternble 1s His name”™; thirdly, the phrase “a great fish” appears
in the story of the prophet Jonah and that is sufficient.

64 “My hook” becomes “my net.” There 1s a saying or verse that states “If the
whale 1s caught in the hook, what will the small fish say.” But the fisher-
men of Demishov use nets to catch fish in commercial quantities. Also in
line 65, version A, the word “net” appears and Agnon therefore revised
his “hook” to comply with the accepted method of fishing.

66 Agnon eliminates the expression from the story of Joseph and Benjamin,
which creates a break in the dynamic of the fishermen’s activity.

72 Abnidges the priest’s speech and the transformation “and when he finished
speaking,” thereby creating direct speech.

75 Deletion.

78 Deletion of a description of the Jews’ mood. Rather than stating the mood,
Agnon prefers direct speech - from which one may conclude what their
mood was.
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81 "y23%” instead of "¥1%3%,” as in the biblical verse: “when holy things are

swallowed up” (the revised form denoting total absorption rather than mere-
ly swallowing).

83 The motif of solidarity unto death. They come voluntarily to die with their

91
93
95
96
109

fellow Jews in the same way that they had been accustomed to coming to
celebrate the holidays with them in the district city, every year (Yisrael
Yaakov Yoval).

Forgoes interrupting the drama.

Interruption of emotional state. “and they clutched him to their heart.”
Deletes the self-evident “prepared to commit murder.”

Omits; “before we put an end to you.”

Omits the expression “and they gave to the ultimate martyrs,” which was
totally incomprehensible: what did they gave to them? The money? His
meaning was that they redeemed the ultimate martyrs. In other words,
they gave the Gentiles the money to redeem them. But that had already
been stated in the previous sentence, so Agnon streamlines the text.

110 Omits descriptions of the moods, which are self-evident: “with heavy

heart and i angwish.”
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