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"But the three subjects of anthropology,psychology, and literary criticism are
not yet clearly separated, and the danger of determinism has to be carefully
watched. "
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Geoffrey H. Hartman, Beyuud Formalism; Structuralism; "The Anglo-American
Adventure'" 3-23; "The Sweet Science of Northrop Frye". 24~41. Yale University
Press, 1970.
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Crews, Frederick. Psychoanalysis and Literary Process, Edited by AR
Fraderick Crews Wintershop Publishers,-Inc. Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1970.
"anaesthetic Criticism'" p. 2-10.
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like this in old age at the approach of death.
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"The dramatic and psychological elements can be linked without any YD e
reference to the personal life of Sophocles, of which we know nothing whatever.
This emphasis on impersonal content has been developed by Yung and his school,
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can judge" (111-112).
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VI

"The Covering of the Blood" is a tale of messianic redemption
delayed, and is the outstanding representative of a very broad group
of stories in Agnon's work dealing with this subject and outlining
the mysterious processes of redemption by Wéy of similar techniques
of symbolisation. All strata of Hebrew literature, including Hassidic
and anti-Hassidic writings and Haskala (Enlightenment) literature, find
expression in "The Covering of the Blood". At the bottom of the story
lies a metaphysical drama reactivated by the author through the medium
of Jewish sources which mull over the messianic idea or over critical
historical situations in the life of the Jewish people as subjects of
the Destruction and the Redemption.

The present thesis clarifies the methods of actualisation of the
historical sources and of the dialectical~theological ideas personified
by Agnon in fiction. In particular it notes dialectical figures and
situations which contain their own antithesis and are free of any ideo-
logical schematism, as indeed was Agnon himself. It attempts to append
to the story a set of systematic footnotes accompanying the text, and
it points out parallels in other works of Agnon's. It deciphers the

-

gources and their meaning, and in so doing - forms a systematic commentary

on the story.



editing? What are this extra-literary considerations, those theological
and psychological considerations which condition and are reflected in the
stories' variocus systems?

The process of answering these questions leads to the identification
of narrative substructures which influence considerable parts of Agnon's

works, such as the substructure of Ha-Kehilla ha-Nifla'a (""The Wondrous

Community'), whose reconstruction not only leads us on to Agnon's other
works but alsc hints at further insights into the world of Jewish legend
and perhaps also into an important facet of Jewish existence. The sub-
structure of '"The Wondrous Community'" - which embraces dozens of socurces
including stories of the Ten Tribes, of the city of Luz, of the Children
of Dan and of Moses, of the communities of Speier, Worms, and Mainz, of
Galician Jewry, and of Israeli kibbutzim - is connected first and fore-
most with the Bible, with the stories of the families cof the Patriarchs
and with the story of the Children of Israel as a community in the wilder-
ness, but particularly with th? stories contained in the Book of Judges.
The narrator's attitude to various phenomena in the life of the nation,
some of which he identifies with and others of which he rejects, is full
of doubts. These doubts are reflected in two disparate codes of norms:
the norms of the simple, agricultural, vegetarian judges, vs. the complex
norms of the kings. Agnon prevaricates on the question of these norms in
parallel to his own conception of himself as either king or judge, as
either Saul the anointed or the judge-anointer. Within these prevarica-
tions we identify utopian, anarchistic, and antinomistic positions of his,

and their contribution to the shaping of complex structures in his work,
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to a dynamic compilation where the sources stimulate one another in
obedience to the author’'s subliminal psychological urges. What the
compilation means to Agnon is a fundamental question -~ not just as an
outward literary form, but as an expression of his striving to organise
reality, to impose purpose and meaning on his own experience and that of
the Jewish people. At the end of the present dissertatiocn we read - by
courtesy of Ms, Amina Yaron - the manuscript of the new edition of

Sefer, Sofer, ve-Sippur ("Book, Writer, and Story"), which is about to

be published. This book throws light on Agnon's mystic attitude to the
sources.

Through identification of the sources of this story - its structure, -
its ramifications, and its links to other stories of Agnon's also become
clear. The types of text contained in it are defined, and the integra-
tive principles enshrined in and stemming from the work, which also throw
light on the totality of Agnon's work, are likewise elucidated.

The first section of "Footstool and Chair" is a text in the vein of

the author's Sefer ha-Ma'asim ("Book of Deeds”). The second is a compi-

lation of scurces. The third is an autobicgraphical story. The fourth,
which was not published in Agnon's lifetime, is a further compilation of
sources. In order to reach an understanding of the text's integratienal
principles and the author's intentions, Agnon's methods of allegorisation

and symbolification are discussed - particularly those techniques charac-
teristic of the literary milieu in which he moved. To what extent, for
example, do Kabbalistic symbols influence Agnon's symbolification techniques,
and how does his mechanism of selection work? Why did he choose the sources

he chese rather than others? What hints can be gleaned of his system of
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towards Jewish existence, while Jewish existence turns in upon the author,
the narrator constructing elaboratesystematic parallels between his per-
sonal history and that of the nation which reach far beyond the mere ge-
neralisation of ideas.

The story is written equally in plain language, in hints, in phrases
demanding further interpretation, and in secrets - a variety of the pogsi-
bilities applicable to Jewish scurces. It is written in four sections,
each of which contains a different sort of text peculiar to itself, and
each of which represents a different literary form among these found in
Agnon's works. The narrator attempts to interpret his world by synchro-
nising the sections with the sources,

In the process of deciphering contexts and identifying sources,
consistencies came to light in the text regarding its methods of encipher-
ment and its systems of meaning and of motifs, whose chief referral is to
written Jewish sources of all ages. In this manner a reconstituticn of
the compilation text has been carried out, based on the flow of the text
and on the historical strata enshrined in it. The chapter containing this
reconstitution is the kernel of the present thesis. Owilng to the length
and difficulty of the reconstitution, however, only the text of chapters
1l - 10 of the second section has been thus reconstituted. It forms a
complete and organic unit from the point of view of subject-matter, and
could be called 'Agnon's Compilation on the Former Prophets.'

The compilation fits into an accepted literary form in Jewish histo-
riography, the expanded Biblical story. But this is not its aim, since
it exceeds both the scope and the intent of the latter. The compilation

is here transformed from a static compilation, a mere collection of sources,
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are interpreted only in so far as they rest upon Jewish sources: what
was important was to determine the place and role of all strata of
Jewish writings in these two works of Agnon's - of the Mishna, the Talmud,
various ceollections of legend and Midrash, Kabbala, Hassidism, historio-
graphical literature, and mediaeval literature - and to show how Agnon
adopts metivic, linguistic, and scenic elements from all of these strata
and renews and broadens their significance in the stories under discussion.

"Footstool and Chair" and "The Covering of the Blood" represent dif-
ferent literary genres and display different linguistic affinities and
differences in style and in plot; they have but one set of symbols in
common, that of the barrel-organ and its operator, which in "Footstool
and Chair" is absolutely marginal. What the two stories really have in
common is, as already stated, their both bearing the stamp of death-bed
wills and testaments, both in content and in intent. The former is a
personal testament containing the narrator's understanding of the prin-
ciples of Jewish-personal mythology and his own place in it as it appears
to him from his sick-bed, while the latter is a "cultural testament’' - a
pbrase used to describe it by Gershon Shaked in an article in Moznayim of
June 1977. The two stories are also representative of intermal genres
characteristic of Agnon's work as a whole, which here gather intensity
and reach their qualitative zenith,

"Footstool and Chair" is an ‘encyclopaedic tale', a term defined and

enlarged upon by Northrop Frye in his Anatomy of Criticism. This form or

genre, hitherto unknown in Hebrew literature, attempts here to embrace
the entire universe, history and existence, via the Jewish sources and

the author's personal history. In it the author turns inward, as it were,



ABSTRACT

Agnon's stories Hadom ve-Khisse ("Footstool and Chair') and

Kissuy ha-Dam ("The Covering of the Blood") are distinguished by being

among the author's last, and also by their valedictory, testamental
nature. They furthermore represent qualitative peaks in Agnon's work,
the sum total of which can be surveyed and reassessed from their heights.

Late works might well be thought to be tired works, and Agnon's last
stories have indeed been dismissed as such by some critics -~ particularly
those published after their author's death, these being seen as leftovers
which the author had not considered worthy of publication. Some gut reac-
tions teo "Footstool and Chair', both penned and spoken, are very characteris-
tic of this: the story is dismissed as being meandering, pasted together,
and lacking in plot. The present author's reaction when he first read the
story as a letter was similar; but when his suspicions began to be aroused
that the second section of the story is in fact a compilation of sources
accompanying the Biblical story, the point of this Sisyphian compilatory
labour of Agnen's began to be conceived as a riddle demanding solution;
for Agnon had woven his compilation into a story.

Thé selution of this riddle required as precise an identification as
possible of the sources over which the story was built, and an elucidation
of the purpose of their compilation, their combination, and their juxta-
position: that is, an examination of whether essential links exist between
the story and the compilation. The present dissertation is largely occupied

"with finding a way to the solution of this riddle. The stories themselves
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