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Introduction to

the Kaddish

Graves of the “Thirty Five” (Lamed Heh), Mount Herzl Military Cemetery, Jerusalem.



For Those Who Died in the Isyaeli Wars

A king of flesh and blood who goes out to war against his enemies
Brings forth his force to kill and to be killed.

There is doubt whether he loves his soldiers

Or whether he does not love his soldiers,

Whether they are important in his eyes

Or whether they are not important in his eyes.

And even if they are important in his eyes,

They are no more important than corpses,

Because the angel of death follows upon their heel to slay them.
And if one is struck down by a blade or a bullet

Or another means of destruction and killed,

Another is set in his place.

And the king ignores his loss.

For the nations of the world are great in number,

And their armies are great in number,

And if one of them is killed,

The king has many to replace him.

But our King,

The King of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He,

Desires life, loves peace and pursues peace,

Loves Israel His people and has chosen us from all the nations,
Not because we are greater in number,

For we are the least in number.

And because He loves us and we are few in number,
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Introduction to the Kaddish

Each one of us is as important in His eyes as a whole regiment.
For He does not have many to set in our place.

Thus if one Jew dies (God forbid),

Distress falls upon the regiments of the King,

And a weakening comes to the kingdom of He who is blessed,
For His kingdom lacks one of its regiments

And the greatness of He who is blessed is lessened.

Therefore we pray after the death of each Jew.

Yitgadal ve-yitkadash shemah raba:

May the power of His Name be magnified,

And may no lessening of power come to Him

Who is blessed and sanctified

In the worlds He has created according to His will.

And let us not be in fear for ourselves

But for the glory of His holiness.

Ve-yamlikh malkhutah:

May it be revealed

And may you see His kingdom in its fullness, lacking nothing,
God forbid.

Be-payeikhon uwv-yomeikhon uv-payai de-khol beit Yisrael bimherah
uvi-zman kariv:

If His kingdom is revealed in the world,

Then there is peace in the world

And blessing in the world

And song in the world

And much rejoicing in the world

And great consolation in the world

And the holy ones of Israel are beloved in the world

And His greatness continues to be magnified and expanded and
not diminished Le-olam.

And if we pray thus for each one who dies,
How much the more so for our dear brothers and sisters

The children of Zion,
The slaughtered ones of the land of Israel,
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Whose blood was spilled for the glory of His name

And for His people

And for His land

And for His inheritance.

Further,

Every dweller in the land of Israel is one of the company of the
King of kings,

The Holy One blessed be He,

Whom the King has appointed as a guard of His palace.

If one of His company is killed,

He does not have others to set in his place.

Therefore, oh our brethren, the whole house of Israel,
Who mourn in this mourning,

We turn our hearts to our Father in Heaven,

The King of Israel and its Redeemer,

And we pray

For ourselves

And for Him:

Yitgadal, ve-yitkadash, shemah raba

Be-alema di vara khiruteh ve-yamlikh malkhuteh,
Ve-yazmah ve-karev meshipei. ..

That we may be worthy to live and see

With our very eyes,

Oseh shalom bimromav,

That He, who, in His mercies, makes peace in the heavens
Will make peace for us

And for all Israel.

And let us say:

Amen.

— Translated by Samuel H. Dresner
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