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English Abstracts

and leaves open the question whether Hawaja Nazar could serve as a
model for the new man of the Jewish nationalist project.

The story parallels the struggle to appropriate Palestine as a national
territory to the struggle to appropriate Hebrew as a national language. It
introduces, however, an insurmountable tension between territory and lan-
guage, revealing a breach between any description in language and the

_actual land. It thus raises the question of the correspondence between lan-
* . guage and reality, between truth and nationalist images.

THE AUTHOR AS A TORA-SCRIBE:
S.Y. AGNON’S A GUEST FOR A NIGHT

By Gershon Shaked

A Guest for a Night is the most Jewish novel in Modern Hebrew literature.
Inits poetic manifestation the narrator declares that a modern Jewish writer
" is only a substitute for the traditional Levi who used to sing in the Beth
Hamikdash and any individual text includes the collective destiny of the
group as collective texts are meant also to be an individual expression.
The personal life of the narrator corresponds to the history of the nation:
both suffered twice from the destruction of their homes. The collective
subconscious of the group manifests itself in the individual dreams: one
of the dreams means that modern Jews are physically incapacitated in their
urge to believe. Two generations have failed to believe and pray because
they have lost faith. The social background of this crisis was the First
.. World War; trenches and invalids are the main metaphors of the narrator’s
dream. In a second dream he has to choose between the old tradition and
the new faith of Zionism and both ‘religions’ frustrate the agonized Jewish

- dreamer who cannot find the right path. The text conjures up a number

of major archetypes, emblems and loaded symbols, sometimes in an ironic
parodic context and mostly as subversive symbols of the decline and fall
of tradition. All this happens in the semantics and semiotics of Jewish
tradition.The end result is that A Guest for a Night is a confession 0?’ a
traditional revolutionary, the most subversive and most traditional Jewish

novel of the 20 century.
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