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"She knew where the heart of the house still beat. Gently opening a door, she
stood on the threshold [...] and watched the tapestry rising and falling on the
eternal faint breeze which never failed to move it. Still the hunter rode; still
Daphne flew. The heart still beat, she thought, however faintly, however far

withdrawn; the frail indomitable heart of the immense building".3°
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166 "Smiling, for it was an admirable idea, that had flashed upon her [...] she took the heather-mixture
stocking, with its criss-cross of steel needles at the mouth of it" (Virginia Woolf, To the Lighthouse,
Penguin Books, England 1992. P. 31).
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"The most successful practitioners of the art of life [...] somehow contrive to synchronize the sixty or
seventy different times which beat simultaneously in every normal human system so that when
eleven strikes, all the rest chime in unison, and the present is neither a violen disruption nor
completely forgotten in the past [...] Of the rest some we know to be dead though they walk among
us; some are not yet born though they go through the forms of life; others are hundreds of years old
though they call themselves thirty-six [...] For it is a difficult business — this time-keeping" (Virginia
Woolf, Orlando, ibid. pp. 199-200).
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"In the evening [...] the change was most remarkable [...] At a touch, a whole

room was lit; hundreds of rooms were lit; and one was precisely the same as

171 "and now it swung, gently, perpetually, in the breeze which never ceased blowing through the
attic rooms" (Virginia Woolf, Orlando, ibid. p. 3)

172 "Qrlando’s fathers had ridden in fields [...] and they had struck many heads of many colours off
many shoulders" (Ibid)

173 "y the old days, one would meet a boy trifling with a girl under a hawthorn hedge frequently
enough. Orlando had flicked many a couple with the tip of her whip and laughed and passed on. Now,
all that was changed. Couples trudged and plodded in the middle of the road indissolubly linked
together. The woman'’s right hand was invariably passed through the man’s left and her fingers were
firmly gripped by his [...] but who had made it and when, she could not guess. It did not seem to be
Nature [...] It was strange - it was distasteful; indeed, there was something in this indissolubility of
bodies which was repugnant to her sense of decency and sanitation [...] Her ruminations, however,
were accompanied by such a tingling and twanging of the afflicted finger that she could scarcely keep
her ideas in order [...] There was nothing for it but to buy one of those ugly bands and wear it like the
rest [...] She did not sleep a wink that night. Next morning when she took up the pen to write, either
she could think of nothing, and the pen made one large lachrymose blot after another [...] For it
would seem [...] that we write, not with the fingers, but with the whole person. The nerve which
controls the pen winds itself about every fibre of our being, threads the heart, pierces the liver" (Ibid.
pp. 156-157)
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the other. One could see everything in the little square-shaped boxes; there
was no privacy; none of those lingering shadows and odd corners that there
used to be (because now a.s) [...] at a touch, the whole room was bright. And
the sky was bright all night long".174
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"Orlando now performed [...] a deep obeisance to the spirit of her age, such
as [...] a traveler, conscious that he has a bundle of cigars in the corner of his
suit case, makes to the customs officer [...] She had only escaped by the skin
of her teeth [...] the transaction between a writer and the spirit of the age is
one of infinite delicacy, and upon a nice arrangement between the two the
whole fortune of his works depends".17®
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Erich Auerbach, "Vico and the Aesthetic Historism", Time, History and :7wm'%7 Ix1 .yT'-'9212 |I1An
Literature: Selected Essayes of Erich Auerbach (James I. Porter: editor) translated from German by
Jane O. Newman, Princeton University Press, Princeton and Oxford, 2014. pp. 36-45
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"Such is the indomitable nature of the spirit of the age, however, that it batters
down anyone who tries to make stand against it far more effectually than
those who bend its own way".17®
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"The gipsies followed the grass; when it was grazed down, on they moved
again [...] She milked the goats; she collected brushwood; she stole a hen’s
egg now and then".178
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"Rustum and the other gipsies thought a descent of four or five hundred years
only the meanest possible. Their own families went back at least two or three

thousand years. To the gipsy whose ancestors had built the Pyramids [...] the

D'0INN NIX 10N X'NW D T2 TV W'V KIN N9IPNN NN 7w nroIr" .Virginia Woolf, Orlando, ibid 176
(0w ,9711 N"a01) "D7N2 0'WOoISN NR TWKRN INIF DT DNIpNNY

18-n NNNN 9102 win'wa NifnY? n'7nin (stéréotype) "o'0IXN00" NN, TID0RIX |17 -9y 177
(stereos) oteped NP D7D MY 7W DN7NA 12T .0I9TN DINNA WITN 7W NWZNA NXTI .N9I¥A
Oxford English Dictionary, X1 ."Dwin" (typos) tomog-1,"vNn" IX "pxim"

SN DWN" KI9N 12'0 9'0INNVO .www.oed.com/view/Entry/189956 Prskey=HLstLx&result=1#eid
T2 2157 NNOINAN L,NNIADT DIDIN D'VIRNVON [P7 .11'YW K77 ,NINT JINN 79ONWNT7 NINKRY NN L0900
.34 nyn IXD .0I9IPN 7Y DID M1'W NNYWIANN NN NT'RA NNNO NNIXND J2INRIR

X' [...] NX70 Nay ,DIN TY 7Y INKY7 ;2w Niapya 1Tn" WVirginia Woolf, Orlando, ibid. p. 89 178
(117 '"ay .ow ,IMm7IX 970 0'2"2a71) "Dy T N71207N DX N21A 0T NYWYIR ,0'TY Na7N

60



genealogy of Howards and Plantagenets was no better and no worse than
that of the Smiths and the Joneses: both were negligible".1"®
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"Moreover, where the shepherd boy had a lineage of such antiquity, there was
nothing specially memorable or desirable in ancient birth; vagabonds and
beggars all shared it. And then [...] it was clear that the gipsy thought that
there was no more vulgar ambition than to possess bedrooms by the hundred
[...] when the whole earth is ours". 18!
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"and it was in the dress of a young Englishwoman of rank that she now sat on

the deck of the 'Enamoured Lady'. It is a strange fact, but a true one, that up

-Y2IN W N7YIYY D120 DMINXRD DVIXDT DVOXRIY 1NA n" LVirginia Woolf, Orlando, ibid. p. 93 179
D'97X NYI7YW IX DV'97X NN I'N DN7Y NINDWNN .ANIM 217V 12T X' TA72 MY NIRN-WUNN IR NIXA
X7 01201791 TAININ NINDWN 7w [oIN* [...] NIT'NY'DN DX 112 'MIARY L' WIY 7¢ IN1'N2N .NIND7 My

122- 'ny .ov ,IT'NIX 971 01"201) "D'NAT D 19R DALIZR 02011 IR 'MMOo 7w Nt NN IX n'7Y1 a0

(121

VTI' 'RY DUNY 917R) NIND02 D'M'PNNA DMNIN M2 DAY INNND L7727 97 [T 01anpe onaTa ¥
178 DN .(NN1T1 [Le Clézio] I'T77 N7 7¥X 01'N NNAWN NI'A 11'RY INTIN ;RO 78K NINYY
nnoon" 77T 7'1 X1 .(Devenir) NTANN NHNNN DIWONN DI'NXY ,D'YAPN YIT" 'A¥N NNY0N Nwawn
.149 'y .1 M19T ,2a0 72X ol 7Ny T 0N nnoxn 2006 (X7 pnx' :y) 5 oyon "Nl
['onI' N7WIY 7v2 N DN Y1 7D 1AW Dipna DRt AN WVirginia Woolf, Orlando, ibid. p. 94 181

IN T 72 7w D70 NN DDNID MY RYINA TRIFAA PWND IR I'XY7 'IRY 12T DIW ARYT )0 D npny
MTN NIXA 7¢ DNY702 NG (I 2 NP DIMN D9'RY 'R D 1120 YIXAY N A [ P md xap
(oW MmN 970 0Ya) "nhw N7 K yaRnwd L] nw

61



to this moment she had scarcely given her sex a thought [...] it was not until
she felt the coil of skirts about her legs [...] that she realized with a start the
penalties and the privileges of her position. But that start was not of the kind
that might have been expected [...] It took her the entire length of the voyage
to moralize out the meaning of her start, and so, at her own pace, we will
follow her".182
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"Platon veut qu'un discours ait le corps bien constitué d'un grand animal, avec
téte, ventre et queue. C'est pourquoi nous autres, bons et vieux platoniciens,
Nous savons et nous ne savons pas ce que c'est qu'un discours sans queue
ni téte, aphalle et acéphale.?* Nous savons: ¢' est du non-sens. Mais nous ne
savons pas: nous ne savons quoi faire du 'non-sens', nous n'y voyons pas
plus loin que le bout du sens".??5
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"Et pourquoi pas aussi des sens qu'on ne nomme pas, des sens qu'on ne
sent pas, ou pas comme des sens, un sens de la durée, du temps qui passe?
Et méme un sens de l'espacement des sens?"?%®
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Il nous faut un corpus des entrées du corps: entrées de dictionnaire, entrées
de langue, entrées encyclopédiques, tous les topoi par ou introduire le corps,
les registes de tous ses articles, I'index de ses places, postures, plans et
replis.22°
N"0101 NYAPNNY 93 — "o19I" AWImn 7w ARI9EN NI'7n02 NYIN N'9N7 1O I
NNYSYN NNN D2IMIY M ,1'NINSY 7V DA [2INd1) D'ARA 21I'7'A MY 791 NNXDN
NN9021 ,0'I017'9] NYaENNY '931,(D"IANNI D720 071272 72y NNXan 7w nzimyn
N10'12 N ¥ 230 Ampiynwna NnoYi NMsY v — %751 11ynn Mgnnn Nwal
NIMXIIY YINNI12YN 'N AT QWY 9127 7297 "WOKYI ,NIANN NiNivY N2 DIv)7I
NN i fav
-D"PNNN Yann DX NNDIT (N'WN NITOINY 12yn) NOWN 27X qian Ny1on 7¢ nanm't
912 7Y [1I'02 N2ITA D71Y71 ,AN01 TNN-12D 9IAN :9IA2 ANdN 7W1 AN 91an 7¢ Tnn

NIvnwn 72101

Le corps - sa vérité - aura toujours été I'entre-deux de deux sens dont
I'entre-deux de la droite et de la gauche, du haut et du bas, de 'avantet et de
I'arriére, du phalle et du céphale, du male et du femelle, du dedans et du
dehors, du sens sensible et du sens intelligible, ne font que s'entr'expimer les
uns les autres.?3!
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Peut-étre corps est-il le mot sans emploi par excellence. Peut-étre est-il, de
tout langage, le mot en trop [...] Quelque chose en appelle donc au fragment,
ici plus que partout ailleurs. En fait, la fragmentation de I'écriture, depuis
gu'elle a lieu et la ou elle a lieu (que ce soit toujours et partout, ou bien sous
I'exigence d'un «genre»), répond a une instance répétée des corps dans —
contre — I'écriture. Une intersection, une interruption, cette effraction de tout
langage ou le langage touche au sens.?3
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Jean-Luc Nancy, Ibid. 23
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Jean-Luc Nancy, lbid. p. 18 27

Ibid. p. 38 ,"Jouir est au coeur de la dialectique une diastole sans systole: ce coeur, c' est le corps" 238
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"Laube est juste: elle s'étend égale d'un bord a l'autre. Sa demi-teinte n'est
pas le clair-obscur du contraste ni de la contradiction. C'est la complicité
des lieux a s'ouvrir et s'étendre. C'est une condition commune: non les
espaces mesurés, mais les espacements sont tous égaux, tous de méme
lumiére. Légalité est la condition des corps. Quoi de plus commun que les

corps?'"?40
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"J'ignorerai toujours mon corps, je m'ignorerai toujours comme corps [...] Les
autres, au contraire, je les saurai toujours en tant que corps. Un autre est un
corps parce que seul un corps est un autre. Il a ce nez, ce teint de ce grain, il
a cette taille, ce creusement, ce pincement. Il pése ce poids. sent cette odeur.
Pourquoi ce corps est-il tel, et non pas autre? Parce qu'il autre [...] tous
faisant corps et disloqués ensemble. Et ainsi jusqu'au point ou il devient clair
gue 'autre’, 'autrui' ne sont méme pas les mots justes, mais seulement 'corps’

[...] C' est le monde des corps".?4
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.(Ibid. p. 30) ."D'01a 7w D72 1INT [...] 912 72 .NRDIN 07N 'R TNNR'TINR'Y 2my
Ibid. p. 64 242
243 "Cela ne veut pas dire que le corps vienne avant le sens [...] Non, il lui donne lieu, absolument. Ni
anterieur, ni posterieur, le lieu du corps est I'avoir-lieu du sens, absolument." Ibid. p. 118.
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"Porno-graphie: le nu gravé de stigmates de la plaie, blessures, félures,
chancres du travail, du loisir, de la bétise, des humiliations, des sales
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nourritures, des coups, des peurs, sans pansements, sans cicatrices, plaie

qui ne se referme pas".?4’
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"Saurons-nous faire avec cette perte de sens, aurons-nous le sens de cette
perte - mais un sens sans concession, sans tricherie sur cette perte méme?
Saurons-nous aller jusqu'a ce qui, Déja, s'étend et s'ouvre a partir d'elle? [...]
Saurons-nous, par exemple et pour commencer, comprendre que cette

perte du corps-du-sens - qui fait proprement notre temps, et qui lui donne
son espace - si elle nous donne de la douleur, pourtant elle ne plonge pas

dans l'angoisse?"24®
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Abstract:
This study explores the subject of body and writing in the works of S.Y. Agnon. It

offers a material reading of two instances in which writing is embedded as raw material
(letters, parchment) in the body and body parts and excretions (hair, tears) are
embedded in writing. One instance is “The Pile”, which is initially piled up at the
margins of the novella “To This Day”, but which serves as a precursor to the
disintegration of the text and its transformation into a collection of piles. The second
instance is “the jumble”, a hidden and disordered body of text, laden with encrypted
traditions, which lies in the sewing hands of Miriam, Raphael’s wife, in “The Tale of
the Scribe”. Both instances feature intricate Poet(h)ic (simultaneously poetic and ethical)
configurations, which are only revealed by deviating from the main plot, but which can
turn the entire text on its head and mark alternate reading paths and interpretative
trajectories. “The pile” and “the jumble” pool together a great deal of knowledge in a
fragmented manner, without mobilizing it in favor of a unified line of thought and
without (yet) amounting to a coherent corpus. They thereby bring to the surface of
reading Agnon’s corpus various contexts that had so far remained virtually silenced and
unexplored (the rupture and fragmentation of “To This Day”, which includes the
narrator’s book of clothes; Miriam’s section, with its myriad shreds and patches, in
“The Tale of the Scribe”).

The proposed material reading allows the hidden paths of the pile and the jumble
to bubble up to the surface of the study. This reading observes polyvalent traditional
bodies of text, which simultaneously serve as a topos of Midrashic Jewish tradition and
a modus of modernistic writing. In order to fully understand these, we follow some of
the contexts offered by the pile and the jumble, as these wind and unwind, accumulate
and scatter, in a way that transgresses normative categorization. Such a reading requires
one to dwell in states of contradiction and multiplicity, states that are discovered to be
related to the challenging Poet(h)ic proposition embedded in this bodies of writing.

Outlining the pile and the jumble as bodies of writing coincides with French
philosopher Jean-Luc Nancy’s analysis in his Corpus, to which one of the three chapters
of the study is devoted. According to Nancy, the commingling of body and writing is
mostly related to states of fragmentation and rupture. They express the attunement of

language to the disruption of the body, as a fruitful unraveling of the institutional

128



corpus, which is thus transformed (through the intervention of the bodies) from a
“frozen corpse” to a body-of-writing. Nancy’s analysis sheds new light on the subject
of body and writing in the works of S.Y. Agnon and vise-versa — the notion of “corpus”
is opened up and elaborated through the Semitic contexts Agnon’s works add to western
discourse.

The present study thus seeks to offer a new outline for interpreting S.Y.

Agnon’s prose, one which focuses on exploring the bodies written in it, while

minding the dialectic of secularization and the notion of tradition, as these are
manifest in his works in the context of modern Hebrew literature. This interpretation
is also informed by the horizon of a comparative, modernistic reading employed by
the study, one which is also mindful of issues in Agnon’s work that were not fully
explored so far: such as the underlying issues of gender and the interaction of the
multi-layered Hebrew characteristic of Agnon’s corpus with Arabic and Arab

culture.
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